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First come the faint-hearted people, who Christian progress is, in one respect, a
see the workers’ weaknoss and are fright- living built up, and in another it is a

Hut. We are Hod's building 
(iud s builders, too, and "le

THENEHEMIAH REBUILDS 
WALLS OF JERUSALEM. and we aie 

t each man
strength take heed how lie buildeth." Hut we are 

also Hods soldiers, in regard to the 
work of the church in the world, the 

but neces- same union of constructive and militant 
activities should have place, 
that times when the church has had to 

mjios- light for its existence have seldom been 
epochs of growth, but the}- have been 

.ochs of intensive advance, 
tern the church has not been built wid

er, it has been built higher, 
lesson taught by Nehemiah's unit/n of the 
two kinds of activity is that we must 
never let the controversial side of the 
church's activity absorb its energies, but 
ldend that side with the other. The 
church militant is to be the building 
church. This is to be

ened by the tremendous tusk, and come 
at once to the conclusion that it cannot 
be done. To measure sanely our 
and to see plainly the dilticulties betore 
we put our hands to any task for God or 
man, is not only permissible 
vary, and he i* a fool who negleets to do 
both. Hut it is one thing to say “dilK- 
cult,” and quite another to say "i 
■ible." “We are not able to build the 
wall" is no doubt true, but is it true that 
God is not able to build

Nehemiah's rebuilding of the walla like 
other enteipriaes of faith, was 
first, with illnatured sarcasm 
jeers. But when it looked like buing a 
success, the contempt darkened into ac
tive opposition. Tobiah the Ammonite 

doubt thought himself very witty when 
he talked about a jackal's tread being en
ough to break down the hastily-built mas
onry, but when the gaps in the fortifica
tions were filled and the oirele was com
pleted to half the height of the old walls ... . . ,
lomrthin* more than witty -aying, wa, Another voice came from «Wring 
railed for The anemia. of God'. «mue enemie». which probably, Nehcmiah heard 
make jots on bin oerv.nt»' feeble effort., of through «pic. who kept him aware of 
for they are too blind to the protency what wa. going on outside. Thnae ene-
loderd in theee. and in their blindne» me» were a. .ore of ram* a. the faint-
■cannot hut desire the “day of .mall heart'd Jew. were of failure. And both
thing.” But they change their tune be- the .Tew. and they were making the »
foe very long, and «ce it to he neccary mi.take that of leaving Ood quite out of
to minder their force, for a eerioua fight- Ihe reckomig. If he 
"Competed cobbler.." Sidney Smith builder., they might «ay "Not that we are
called Carev and hie helner.. hut nobody «officient of ournelve. to account any.
now think. th«t Chrietian mieeion, can thing a. from onroe VO. hut mlr anffi-
V killed hr ridicule or nickname. '*">* ’» j™" Ood. If Ood were with

So our loon begin, bv telling of the the availed, the nmhnfa reckoned with- 
eon.,«racy to -don the building, and how mf their ho.t when they expected to 
Nehcmiah met tM.. Oommon hatred i. «'»>' them, and con* the work to erne.
« .trong cement of a .art of alliance. And «•<“» » help upaeta enemies calculation. 
SanbaHat the Samaritan and Tobiah the rehnkee faithlm fear.
Ammonite and Arabian, and Phili.Une., ,A. third voice wa, that of Jew. Matter- 
who were all ready to rat each other.' '• ■" the outlying country, who were
throat., were for the moment drawn to- afnud of their own, safety and demanded
gether. Thev were a verv hetero geneotie |hat instead of building the walls and
rahble. but they all hated and feared the leaving them undefended. their aafet
Jew, more than they hated or feared »h"uld be find «cured and the wall,
eaeli other. Bird, of all aorta flock to- "lone till that wa. donc. How ma
gether to attack a “.peckled bird” that i« «h* children are in our churche, 
unfortunate enough to get among them. ,Wh»‘ folly it la to rood misamnarie. to 
and. a, a prophet aay». I,reel was each ‘he heathen, while thousand, at home arc
a .peckled bird among the nation.. Di,- non-Christian! Chanty begin, at home,
like of Christ', eonaiateot follower, make. 'tc., etc. We have all heard that voice,
the world .ink it, diffenrm and unite helicmiah heard all the hnhble of there 
it, force, againat them. varioue carper., and, like n wise man.

Nehemiah's measures of defence are in- no wor<* iini* "lacked no work. Ail
Lroduced by one of the significant "buts" ”,M answer was to make more thorough
o! the Old Tournent The ring of cne- Preparation» for defenw. Be mustered
mies was numerous and formidable, and an” P°*ted them behind the
the little group which they surrounded, wa" around the circuit, where they
bent on mischief, was small and weak- were sheltered from assault and at hand
The situation was like that of some small 'or defense if an attack
domestic animal encompassed by beasts 
of prey; it was so small and they were so 
many, that there would not be a morsel 
apiece for each. But there was an z~ 
seen Hel

and clumsy

It is true

and if in3it through our rmeans? Hut the

our uniform, and 
this our work: “Every one had his sword 

was with the girded by his aide, and so builded"

DIVINE HELP.
U Lord divine, ineffable!

Help the weak heart ihat 
* 1 lice!

And battling with the hosts ot hell,
•1 founts or despairs ul vij • r.»,
For Thou hast died upon the tree,

Thine anguish poured in bloody i 
And cull my yenruing heurt forget 

The first fruits of that agony?
O Lord, in glory, think on me! 

left J know that train the depthe ot am 
The uttermost abyss ol woe,

Thine arm my trembling soul shall win, 
Thy piercing eyes Thy child shall know. 
Though mortal faith grow cold au.I die,

strays Horn

Thy love is called eternity.
Thy truth is mornings orient glow, 
And wide as apace shall ever grow.

—Rose Terry Cooke.

PRAYER.

Assist us, O Lord, to feel the respuii- 
MUm *'-------'----- of life. Forbid«Ability, the solemnity 

that this year should 
questioning it us to the report it bn* 
to make concerning us. Surely mercies 
have come with It for which we should 
be grateful; and follies mid sins have 
come with it for which we should lie. 
humbled mill penitent. If the days au l 
months now past have brought us Buf
fering, may it be seen that we have pro
fited by it. But Thou bast been long- 
suffering, O J/ord, and very gracious: 
and we prny that our souls, in the mem
ory of Thy goodness, may become "more 
than ever Thine in the exercise of 
dutiful affection; mid 
ing days he marked by 
growing spiritual life, firent God. our 
Father through the Lord Jesus Christ, 
bear us in this our earnest supplication, 
for the Saviour’s sake.

pass without iivwas suddenly 
made. And he spurred their courage by 
a grand laconic word, which contains the 
essence of all inducements to brave con
flict- He bid* them uot to be afraid of 
the enemies, and he points them to tne 
one thought that justifies their not being 
so. If we remember God, we shall not 
fear what man or devil, or “any othri- 
creature." can do to us. If we forget 
Him, we shall not be able to cast out 
fear, and we shall do well to be afraid.

To show that we are ready for assault* 
olten prevents their being delivered. 
The enemy saw that their plans were 

their
unawares (v.

whose presence redressed the 
As another Jewish herodispropor

once said to hearten bis servant. “They 
that are with us are more than they that 
are with them." So Nehemiah was in
tensely "practical,’’ and immensely right, 
in the order in which he went to work 
for defence. lie set the 
first and to watch af 
prayed unto our Ood’’—there is the most
blessed fruit of being put to straits, a known, and being foiled in
renewed tightened clutch of Ood’# hand, *,on catching Nehemiah 
a firmer realization of our personal pos- ■'«)• 'they drop|»ed their notion of a sur-
session of him Tf our enemies drive us Prise attack. Rut notice that Nehemiah
to him. thov have been our liest friends, does not say that (v. 15), but goes on to
"Well Mows the storm” that blows us to tell that “we returned all of us to the
Hi» breast. And to prav fir«t stimulates work.” That is a grand example of
ns to “set a watch against’’ perils. Tne '"'hie persistence in God’* service, which
man who prays and dons nothing is pre- it would change many a Christian life to
sumptuous, and bis “fiuth” is spurious; imitate. As soon as the pressure of some
the man who takes all human precautions opposition, danger or trial is slack ened,
and does not pray is more presumptuous back to service—is that our practise? Do

we use times of ease when we are not 
i order to throw 
zeal into Christian

Ijieoplc to pray 
terwards. “We our remain- 

signa of j
IV
theexpects-

.*

'

Great occasion» do not make heroe-i or 
c< ward»; they eimnly unveil them to the 
eye» of men. Silently anil imperceptibly, 
a* we wake or alceo, we grow strong or 
we grow weak, and at last some crisis 
sho” s us what we have become.—Canon 
Westcott.

Christianity is faith in God and also in 
man. And yet, God. to thousands, is 
only n prisoner shut np within bonks <ir 
service. He dwells there, it is true, but 
h's favorite abode is a hirmnn heart.

Religion is a growth. We are all born 
ns children into the eniritual. as into the 
natural world. But so maov never get 
beyond the childhood age of faith. They 
cry for their milk bottles, anil sometimes 
mistake their crying for service.

■
«•ill and hi* precautions will be in vain- 

We next hear of the mainv voice* that hampered by trials, in 
speke di*»eonraginglv. and of what Nehe- ourselves with fresh a 
miah did to silence them. Three sets of work? 
scenkerh are mentioned, each having a 
desponding nr threatening word to saw 
There are always such who criticise and 
clog the wheels of every great enterprise.

Verse* 16-20 tell us how the two thing* 
preparedness for resistance and diligence 
in building, went side bv side- 
forms of service are incumbent on Christ
ians still, and will be till the end. And 
in the realities of the Christian life, we 
mav even say that the work of the indi
vidual Christian in regard to his own 
growth partakes of both characters.

Both

•8.S. Tesson 10. Dw. 3. Nehemiah 
’•"''Hid* the walls of Jerusalem. Neh. 4: 
7 20. (Rhidr the chanter.) Memorv 
verse*: 10. 20. Golden Text: Watch ami 
J»ray.—Matt. 26:41.
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