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Mid ellnchsd. Th* aBd«r rartM* of tli«' ilio* was th* oolor

of m«t«orio iron —th« edges like gold. I eli»ll refer to the

eword end hoof egftin, but for the preeent I Wlih to moraliie

a few mlBtttee for the benefit of our young frlendt. Reg-
ehmw, fill mj pipe. Crankiey, call the waiter."

After Pop had conquered hli asthma, he began mourn-
fully: "Gentlemen, 'how have the mighty fallen.' I weep
whMi X oonelder the deeadence of our craft. Think of Caz-
ton wearing a ewordI—-and us umbrellas! Of course, he
did not wear a sword to whop the other fellows with, but
a* a badge of honor, as the Insignia of a gentleman, as the

companion of princes, and as a professor of the fine arts.

He also had his coat of arnM. His "red pale" orer the door
of the Almonry at Weetmlnster proclaimed him the gentl»>

man and scholar. All printers In those days were gentle*

men, md wore swords and coats of arms. It's likely they
only wore them on the street, or when they attended court;

When they wrestled with old-style pica or heaved at the

lOTers of their old screw presses, they doubtless hung their

eoats of mall, or arms, or their swords, on the antlers of

•ome noble stag near the ofllce towel. Just think of me
wearing a sword on Park Row! As for the bourgeois of the

perfesh! Police! ! I

"When my reverend ancestor William Caxton returned
to Bnglaad from Bruges, where he became a typo, he set

up his prees at Westmlnater in A. D. 1476. Caxto«- moved
in good society, gentlemen. King Edward the Fo h was
in his set, also the Duchess Margaret of Burg > Jy—^hls-

sister. The Barl of Arundel, the learned Earl of /orcester—in fact, all the elite of the Ekirly Renascence were proud
to drop in and chat with Billy Caxton at the old stand. But
the Chairman of this select club was the Duke of Oloster

—

afterwards King Richard the Third, of Bosworthian mem-
ory. History belles this gentleman, and Shakespeare used
him to illustrate th» superiority of mind over matter.
However, Rlchs \, of the House of York, was a patron of
Oaxton and a Su^hero of this little sketch.

"It was fortunate for Caxton and the world that he
had such backing. Although a few powerful churchmen
lent their aid to our craft, yet others, including the Vicar
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