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[From the Upper Canada, Kingston Herald of June 30.]

pATRiciAfJ Riot, at York.
Such «»n annihilation of valuable property, such a daring hreach of the

peace, in the face of the government, such an insult upon the laws, such a

conspiracy and o.itrage against the freedom of the Pres«, the palladium of

Icivil rii^hU, wis n.iver befoi'i' witne-isnd, in Ihiri province, «)r any other C »lo-

fny u ulftp the protection of BiiliiU government and law. The riot was |»er-

'j»fitrat»!(J with d«'lil»-;ratit»n and tninifest conceit, with ^vhit the lawyers call

" in.iHc« pre-peiHi'." The perpatrators of It are said to be attached tt», or

connected vvi:h, and as it were selected and dtilegated from, almost a|l the

public oifi.'tH 1 I Y^tr'i. fro n th< Lienlenint G ivernor's o 111 ce down to that

of thn Clerk of the Peace. It is also stated to have been committed in the pre-

sence of two MagHtrates, wiio stood upon the bank, while the rioters, ;»mong

whom was a son of one of lliem, were riotously carrying the types from the

office to the bay, and these exemplary Conservators of the Peace, one of

them a Legislative Councillor, and both of them loaded with public oITices,

witnessed the riot with apparent satisfaction, at least without any attempt to

prevent the violation of law and destruction of property. It m so stated f

but for the honour of the Governmi'nt and the Province, we cannot but hope

; there is some mistake in the statement of so glaring and scandalous a fact.

The opi>onents of the Advocate, having the administration of the civil

I law in til -ir own lian-ls, had no occasion to resort to mob law. U is a

I
pernicious precetlent ; an ill-advised and most dangerous experiment.—

* I'he stone, onr-e •• set a rollins;," may roll back, and crush some of those

, who have thus rashly put it in motion. Mobocracy cannot be a desira-

; ble s|»ecles of Gorepnment. Let mobs be rendered fashioo;ible, by Gov-
i ernmenlal connivat^ls or impunity, and no one can besure !hat he will

I
not b€ the next niomj^oe. If this pdri-ian Mob, for instance, planned

^ and executed by omoifs, clerks and favourites of government, shduld

I
be justified or excused for destroying a Press friendly to 'he rights of

the people, under the pretext, true or f^lse, ot provoking <>' rsonalilies

published by the Editor, Ih'i People, in their turn, may lenrr to imitate

the courtly example, and a plebian naob, excited by some offensive pub-

lication, may denrolish the Government Prens, or the olfice of ope of the

Magistrates, who countenanced this riot, by lookinst onud not preven-

ting it, whenthey had the power, and were b<)und by official duty to do it,

being commissioned and sworn to keep the peace.

A riotous spirit is at any time lo ho deprecated, and peculiarly so at the

present distressing crisis. In the Mother country, such is I he pressure of

.^
the times, thatthousandi* of labouring people, thrown out of employment,

\ and in dread of actual starvation, are hurried by blind prejudices and

f
headlon? passions, to combine togpthe r, and riotously destroy power

I
looms and other articles of property belonsjing to the ohjfcts of their

: resentmc'.nt. The ministers, MaTjistrates and peace officers are wisely

J exerting their utmost efforts to tranqnilize and restrain the suffering and

excited population. Pecuniary di-sti ess is already felt m this country,

and id likely to increase, no one can tell to what extent, la tliis state of


