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largaret McPherson stands In front of her plane which she keeps parked In her back yard. Doesn’t everyone? • T"“ w'°“ *""°" TOm"

f 976: Last chance for Powder Puff Derby
By BETTIE BRADLEY Jim, who grew up on the McPherson farm in Dixie "Our Mooney is pretty heavily handicapped — they

When Margaret McPherson flies away this week to where the Samuel & Son Steel Company is now located, know it’s a speedy little plane,” said Margaret, 
lake part in the Powder Puff Derby, the all-woman is the incoming president of the Mississauga Rotary The object of the race is to execute a perfect cross­
transcontinental air race, she can thank her husband’s Club. country daytime visual flight using knowledge of both
[ear of flying. He learned to fly with the Brampton Flying Club plane and weather to gain the highest score^

“Years ago my husband was terrified of flying. and thinks it's just great that Margaret wanted to be his , 11 ^ “^ar*.t 8 {F* r8ce. T^su 15 “l* ^ and
Then one day he decided he'd had enough of this non- co_pilot 6 last—of the Powder Puff Derbys, she said. Because
sense and would learn to pilot his own plane. , • , . .. , . ... „ . of economic problems the race will be discontinued, so

"I though!I'd better learn to fly, too, so if anything They keep the plane at their farm taking off and , had to do it this year.”
happened to Jim I could take over.” landing on a grass strip in their own backyard. They she and Barbara are flying the race backward —

The flying McPhersons bought their first plane, a have built their own hangar and last year installed lights {rom Wilmington to Sacramento - to check the route 
Cessna, flve years ago. They are currently flying a single on the Unding strip. and prepare themselves for the big race,
engine Mooney Super 21. "It’s great," said Margaret. "Last Sunday we —————————

hopped over to Strathroy to have dinner with my
1 J ___ parents It took 40 minutes. It would have taken two AMor© poop/0 y

It was Jim who suggested she enter the Powder ■
I _ f _ * — £ _ Puff Derby. She convinced Barbara Brotherton, a pilot H| ”
| OOlx III U I UI from Limehouse, to accompany her. They are one of
----------------:------^ ------ -—- - only three Canadian entries. —-— «g if | K

• I “ I - I The derby is the world’s Urgest and longest speed ■ ■ ■ S ^
Tl I I C InP hp|n race for light aircraft. Two hundred pUnes will leave III if
^UlOfUCT Sacramento, CaUfomia, July 9 and, to qualify for a W■ ■■

-------------------------------------- prize, must cross the finish -line in Wilmington, M |Jj || ||
DeUware before 8 p.m. July 12.

Scoring is based on the ground speed of each plane 
in relation to its handicap.
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