
• Elvis is alive and living 
I in Johnny Suede's hair

the SHOW the YORK ADMINISTRATION
<h>esn V want YOU to SEE!

g by Ira Nayman Joknay Swede
written and directed by Tom DiCilk) 
starring Brad Pitt and Catherine 
Keener
produced by Arena Films, Balthazar 
Pictures and Starr Pictures
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Johnny Suede, the first film writ- 
I ten and directed by Tom DiCillo (who 
» was cinematographer on two Jim 

Jarmusch films, including Down By
* Law), contains all the trappings of 
= postmodern film, but it ultimately
* rejects them, opting for a humanist 
w perspective on experience. It is

thought-provoking and entertaining.
Johnny is a twentysomething 

would-be crooner who is going no­
where; his biggest dream of success 
is nothing more than a one night 
stand in an obscure club. He has a 
relationship with a beautiful young 
woman whose poetry is nearly as bad 
as his music; when she dumps him, 
he starts an affair with a level-headed 
woman who works with mentally 
handicapped children. The story, 
though episodic, moves forward with 
a purpose: Johnny is brought to the 
point where he must ultimately de­
cide what is truly important to him.

The postmodern trappings should 
be apparent to anybody familiar with 
this kind of film: it takes place in a 
bleak, rundown part of town where 
strange events are taken for granted.
A ceramic hand rests in the middle of 
the road? No problem — pick it up 
and take back to your apartment. 
Black suede shoes fall out of the sky, 
shattering the glass of the phone booth 
you’re in? Easy — they were sent by 
unknown forces to change your life, 
so put them on and let the good times 
roll.
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or not, the film suggests a limit to 
quoting other works of art: if the 
audience isn’t familiar with them, 
your clever effects will be wasted.

Although it starts slowly, care­
fully setting up later conflicts./o/wiy 
Suede has some really funny scenes. 
Nick Cave has a wonderful cameo as 
an older, more successful musician 
(he and Pitt even look the same); too 
many years of “cool” behaviour seems 
to have left him on the verge of hys­
teria.
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mem j and excalibur
present a truly 

shocking and disturbing

Ak

Pitt (who you may recall from 
Thelma and Louise or Cool World— 

well, Thelma and Louise, anyway) 
seems comatose in his early scenes, 
but manages to convey the depth of 
emotion underneath the detached 
exterior. The destruction of this un­
concerned veneer through the course 
of the film culminates in a huge emo­
tional outburst towards the end of the 
film; Pitt makes every step of the 
transformation believable.

Johnny Suede is an entertaining 
look at a young man who refuses to 
grow up. You don’t have to be 
postmodernist to appciate it, but it 
helps.
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- . AW OIM SALE NOW!mm ■ ■ '• .A
$8 advance $10 door
307 Student CentreS

Saturday
Dec. 5 7:00 PM

J-A1

advance tickets available at the ticket kiosk • main floor student centre

Correction: excalibur apologizes for incorrectly identifying the Grad Lounge as the location for this event in last week's issue.
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IMPROVE YOUR ODDS
' * I » * IYet the shoes don’t make things 

better: Johnny’s band breaks up and 
his relationships don’t go anywhere.
In this instance, DiCillo works against 
the mythic framework he has set up.

Johnny Suede contains elements 
of other works of art, another 
postmodernist technique, from the 
songs of Ricky Nelson to the film The 
Terror of Tiny Town, a western fea- Alison Moir and Brad Pitt in 
luring a cast of midgets. Intentionally Johnny Suede.
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How to improve your odds 

of getting into graduate schooli: INCLUDED ARE:
(ilIJSOVS

Guide lo 
Graduate and 
Professional 

Programs
tT ONTARIO l MU KMTIKS

• detail lists of MSc and 
PhD research programs and 
professional first-degree 
programs

• information on funding, 
residence, and student 
services
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• master 's and doctoral programs In
arts, sciences, social sciences

• degree programs In the professions
- medicineSPECIAL MAN!!! • a special section for 

international students
business administration

- dentistry 
social work

- education
- library science
- nursing

Are you looking for him? We know where he is! How much longer 
will you wait? Dont $pend thou$and$ on introduction services or 
hundreds on companion ads. Quality matching service for single 

Two week process, not months! How long it takes now, is 
up to YOU! $25/1 ntroduction. G.P. Enterprises, R.P.O. Box 20029- 
B, Toronto, ON, M6L 1A7

INVALUABLE FOR ANYONE 
CONSIDERING FURTHER 
EDUCATIONwomen. Abo Avallabb:

GIBSON'S STUDENT 
GUIDE TO ONTARIO 
UNIVERSITIES 1993:
A GUIDE TO UNDER­
GRADUATE STUDIES

$19.95

GIBSON'S GUIDE
TO GRADUATE 
AND PROFESSIONAL 
PROGRAMS AT 
ONTARIO UNIVERSITIES

$16.95
Y

DR. ARTHUR TRAIN & ASSOCIATES 
DENTISTS

University City Plaza - Professional Bldg.
75 Four Winds Dr. - Main Floor

Planning to continue on to a 
post-graduate degree?

Reconsidering your education 
options?

Dyanne Gibson offers practical 
advice on how to:

The only complete guide to 
all degree-granting institutions 

in Canada s largest provincejust south of York University
Monday 9-8pra 

TuesdayFriday 9-5 pm 
Saturday 9-1 pm

Wheelchair
accessible

Affordable
financing
available STUDENTS

GUIDE
TO ONTARIO 

UNIVERSITIES

For appointment 
CALL 661-4888

• New Patients Welcome
• Italian & Hungarian Spoken in office • assess your education 

options

• improve your odds of 
getting in

• choosing a university

• deciding what lo sludy

• how lo apply

• admission standards

• available scholarships 

■ residences

• student services

• athletic & recreational facilities

• degrees A programs

• help for International 
and mature students

FINCH GARDEN RESTAURANT

t CHINESE : 
■ DISH |

LUNCH/DINNER

i • overcome low marks and 
unmarketable majorsm

ip • use university calendars 
to your advantage

i
Limited time offer. Hurry! 

With Student I.D. Card i
i665-1885 665-1886™ UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO PRESS(comer of Fhch & Dldfem) 1
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