Student asks: “YFS condoning homophobia?”

Dear Editor,

As a student who is actively involved
in varsity athletics, co-president of a
student organization, and tackling a
full course load, the last thing that I
have time to do is write a letter to
Excalibur. However, YFS' lack of
concern about York University’s en-
dorsement of two ‘“‘charities” that
condone homophobia has left me no
other alternative. This week I discov-
ered that York supports the United
Way and the Canadian Red Cross
Society, and these organizations
perpetuate discrimination against gay
men. YFS’ apathy towards these
instances of institutionalized
homophobia undermines the apparent
support Elissa Horscroft has for “those
voices that are not heard at York”

Although the United Way finances

many noble causes, it also funds Big
Brothers, which will not allow gay
men to volunteer their time to *little
brothers.” York’s endorsement of
the United Way is irresponsible, be-
cause it indirectly condones
homophobia. What is pershaps more
disturbing than York’s behaviour is
the silence displayed by YFS —
‘Hello! I thought you guys/gals were
suppose to be looking out for the little
people.”  Moreover, BLGAY's si-
lence is equally appalling — it’s dis-
turbing to know that a club that is
operating on a $7,000.00 budget has
failed to voice an opinion about the
United Way campaign. Perhaps the
presence of a United Way Poster in
the BLGAY office says it all.

The Red Cross is another organi-
zation that discriminates against gay
men. For the record, the Red Cross
will not accept blood from any man
that has had sex with another man
since 1977 — regardless of safe sex
practices. Their treatmentof gay men
is dramatically different from the
treatment of everyone else, who are
only questioned about their sexual
history six months prior to their do-
nation. In an attempt to forgive York
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Administrators and YFS, I'll pretend
that they were not aware of this dis-
crimination — dispite the fact that
during the past academic year four
letters about this discrimination were
publishedin Excalibur. Perhaps more
research should be done before York
University puts its name behind, or
donates space to a charity.

What has just occurred to me is
that perhaps YFS is homophobic. Not
only have they failed to speak out
against these instances of homophobia
but sections of Up York help
marginalize homosexuals. For ex-

democracy

Dear Editor:

What’s the mosteffective means to
stamp out democracy? I think that it
would have to be what the University’s
Board of Referendum Commission-
ers (BORC) has just done: making it
next to impossible for people to par-
ticipate in the decision-making pro-
cess while maintaining the appear-
ance of democracy. Therecentaction
by BORC to raise the minimum par-
ticipationrate of studentsin referenda
from 10% to 20% is reprehensible.
Brian Mulroney would be proud!
How can BORC, at a time when
Canadian citizens are crying out for
more democracy, turn around and at-
tempt to keep university students in
apathy? They’re cynical and listless
enough as it is! Or has BORC con-

ample, the information on date rape
that appears in Up York is presented
from a complete heterosexual per-
spective. This perspective contrib-
utes to the silencing of the “homo-
sexual voice,” because it does not
encourage them to report date rape.
Perhaps YFS has never thought about
this, which would explain (not jus-
tify) their apathy for gay men.

The bottom line is this: it’s dis-
gusting to know that when my gay
friends graduate from York they will
be able to practice law, run interna-
tional corporations and write for re-
spected journals — but they will not
be able to be a big brother, donate
blood or report date rape. Way to go
YFS, with your silence gay men will
continue to be deprived of freedoms
that are essential to human dignity

Steve Cooney,
Varsity Swimmer

out
at York

vinced itself that participation will
remain the same or increase after its
decision? IThope that York University
students will resist this mistake and
will have it reversed.

As far as BORC is concerned, they
should be ashamed, very ashamed, to
be standing in the way of the demo-
cratic education of university students.
Yes, it's true that the participation
rate in referenda is low and it’d be
nice to have referendum issues pass
with more support — but is the an-
swer to block off the participation of
unapathetic students? Instead, how
about asking why participation rates
are low and doing something about it,
rather than sabatoging what little di-
rect democracy York University does
have?

Victor Wilson,
York Direct Democrats
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A Toronto
Art Therapy
I l Institute

The Toronto Art Therapy Institute and the Institute for Arts and Human
Development at the Lesley College Graduate School in Cambridge
Mass. have completed arrangements for a co-operative program of
studies leading to a masters degree in expressive arts therapies.
Students and graduates of the Toronto Art Therapy Institute 2 year,
diploma program, are eligible to apply to the Lesley College Masters
degree program in the Expressive Art Therapies where their graduate-
level training at the Toronto Art Therapy Institute will be given credit as
part of the Lesley Masters program.

To complete their Masters degree, students spend two summers at
Lesley College for 2 five-week periods. If you would like to receive

further information about this joint effort, please contact our office and
a staff person will be pleased to talk to you. Tel: 924-6221

NIPISSING UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
BACHELOR OF EDUCATION

The B.Ed. Degree program at
Nipissing is a one-year limited
enrolment program taught at the
primary/junior, junior/intermediate
and intermediate/
senior levels.

Our small class size

of approximately 35
students ensures personal
attention from professors. Our
practice teaching policy allows you
to choose the location of most of
your practice teaching.

Options offered during the year are
"Education of Native Children",
"Second Language Teaching:

French" or

"Religious

Education in
the Roman
Catholic Separate
Schools."

And we have a generous entrance
scholarship program as well as Teach
North Travel Grants. For more
information contact the Registrar’s Office:

B3 Nipissing
University College

W Affiliated with Laurentian University

100 College Drive, Box 5002, North Bay, Ontario P1B 8L7 (705) 474-3450

NO-FEE
Self-Directed
RRSP

Richardson Greenshields offers the only
No-Fee Self-Directed RRSP.

# No fees to pay

¢ Competitive rates — choose from 19 GIC issuers

4 A maximum choice of investments — A minimum of
administrative details

# Strip Bonds — Quadruple your money by 2006

Join our satisfied clients. Contact Bill Bristow or Diana Bristow.
Fax this coupon to (416) 365-9990 or call (416) 365-5555/Toll
Free in Ontario at 1-800-268-8506.

| would like information on your self-directed RRIF.

Name:

Investment advisors to Canadian enterprise and enterprising Canadians
390 Bay Street, Suite 1100, Toronto, Ontario M5H 2Y2




