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Guerillas in Ethiopia
"We are fighting against 

the Ethiopian Empire, but 

know that the Ethiopian Empire 

is part of a much bigger empire, 

the American Empire, and that 

like the Vietnamese, we may 

have to fight against them as

we

well. '

hJ^!.Han,d Tr the age °f eight or nine are bein8 assistance to Ethiopia was $12 million - almost two- program in Ethiopia which at one time sunnlieH fin 
herded into detention camps to prevent their potential thirds of the total for all Africa. Nearly one-half the cent ofallseconda™ school'eactors nTtÆa P

SSSwSE"—rs5 hare made a pl as. as ar cmss Kt %z
Africa.Sen. Fulbright: What is your policy about a threatened , ..... . ., . .

America but in East Africa. It is happening in Eritrea, a internal insurrection of any kind? ln addltion . , 18 overt assistance, the U.S. buys 70 per
little-known "province” of Ethiopia, a strip of land along Mr- Newsom : Well, we have established it as a policy, cent 0 Ethl0pia 8 coffee — significant because Ethiopia is
the Red Sea where guerrilla war has been going on for and it is a policy, that I think we would try to do our very 3 econoiJty_
eight years. The guerrillas are members of the Eritrean best t0 maintain, to not interfere in the internal affairs of A,lhe U i)- supports Ethiopiâ because of its importance in
Liberation Front (ELF), a movement to free Eritrea from Ethiopia. Africa and the Middle East. The military base in Eritrea
Ethiopian domination. The American rnn-mi-Penerai in BVii-nn ic n , . (Called Kagnew) is the most obvious benefit that the U.S.

Eritrea was colonized by the Italians from 1890 to 1941, insurgency expert whose last job was in Vietnam™ ^ from.lts *al wdh the Emperor. It is a primary relay
when it was “liberated” by the allies and given to Great ^ station for the worldwide defense communications
Britain to administer. In 1952, Eritrea was placed in a Sen- Fulbright: You said that we supplied the bombs, system. It serves as a satellite earth terminal and it 
federal relationship with Ethiopia under U.N. approval. and tbey are using their aircraft against the insurgents, Pr0Vldes a link in the diplomatic telecommunications 
Finally, Ethiopia annexed Eritrea outright as a province aren t they? system. In addition, it is a navy communications station
without the consultation or consent of the Eritrean people. Mr- Bader (Department of Defense): They used their and an air force base. It is strategically located in relation 

The Eritrean people, who consider themselves separate aircraft in Asmara and, as you say, against insurgents. I Ainca' the Indian Ocean, the Red Sea and the Suez 
from the Ethiopian people in religion and culture, did not am not entirely sure how I would define “against the in- Lailf , .
want to become a part of the Ethiopian empire. After surgents." If you mean that they are shooting at the in- me importance ol Eritrea for the U.S. goes beyond the 
repeated attempts to fight their battle at the U.N., a groun sur8ents from the aircraft — presence of the base. Eritrea is constantly depicted
of Eritreans joined together in the ELF to resist „ _ . potential member of the Arab camp.” If it were in
domination through armed struggle. Since 1962 guerrilla f”. Eu brlgf’t: 1 assu™e tbey dropped a bomb; isn’t dependent, the Red Sea would be totally controlled by 
warfare has been waged in Eritrea Tndav the ft f th?î tb£ way they use a bomb? Arabs. As it is, Ethiopia is the only country in the area inclaims a force of 10,000 equipped and'traced Eritrean^ keen^y VCry We" may’ Senator’ We do not which the U.Sriias overflight landing and port rights. It is 
that it can rely on. keep track ~ an enclave which the U.S. does not want to lose in the

On November 21, 1970, the Commander of Ethiopia’s , Sen" Fulbright: How does this correspond with your MTh^e,Etas.(strugfgl,eK „ , .
Second Army was killed by ELF guerrillas in an ambush former statements that we would not be interested in ,.The ac,tl^ltl®8 °[Ttbe ELF bave been concealed and
It was this incident which triggered the current state of supP°rtmg the government against the insurgency? dismissed by the U.S. out of fear that its extensive in- 
emergencv The Second Arm von he Fthinn, an Fmniro ?= Mr’ Bader: 1 did not 8ay that. volvement would be uncovered. For example, the U.S.
now on a "rampage of burning s£5îing prwentLe e Mr' Bader: (later): But there is nothing wrong, ^ul-General in Eritrea was kidnapped by the ELF in 
detention, and tombing. Peopled being8 driven from Senatar’ Wltb the,r uslng that ammunition for that pur- the jnciden^6 W3S "° U'§' acknowled8ment concerning
boring^udan3nd 3F6 ^ee'ng by the thousands to neigh- Mr, ELF guerrillas hijacked an Ethiopian

Fpif... ic V,,, ■ . » , . ., , _ Airliner. U.S. government spokesman and Ethiopian
Eritrea is Ethiopia s only access to the Red Sea ; officials greeted the accom nan vins mihliriiv ahmit tfio

portance for Ethiopia is more than just geographical. The . - ^.oy dismissing the guerrillas as shiftas or roving

yï-Æ-sœïsraLssssasfl u .. _ . „ . a succession of foreign rulers.”
The Emperor of Ethiopia, Haile Selassie, uses Eritrea m The ELF is now asking for U N hearings tnas a pawn. He lets the U.S. have free access to the Red Sea W known to thè woridthe feaHtyof'thif“successZ5

m exchange for full support, aid, and protection for his foreign rulers” and the Dart the U S nlavs in it of
XSS J iS,3 diCtat°rh rhf° —...........—— —...........——.......... Sen8. F^righU ta.V .Ughtot

government W gener°US h6lP fr°m the U S" idea how our money is being dissipated around the
This dialogue and those to follow are excerpted from the The^e are j,800 American military advisors in Ethiopia mkitee woutoTave Senator Svmington^^nnuirv'8 

June 1, 1970 hearings of the U.S. Senate Committee on lmainly ln Eritrea) to train the 40,000 man Ethiopian tM is th irst Ume we have haH nn. u .Foreign Relations: Army. There is a 100 man military mission in the capital, FthiLL h„,7„ 177 -7! t °"e ~ J“s‘ about
Senator Symington: Ethiopia’s average annual income Addis Ababa, which works directly with a team of Israeli has been a very artful In-depth Concealment of what we 

you say is a very low figure, $64, that is a very low per military personnel. The Israeli team is responsible for are doing. P 1 we

aT- ,or AM"" 3ÏÏ u£rï=“Neïsla„L%"e«mand0 spe,kin6 wilh

Senator^ym'ington^What dW th^Emperor di^wjth ,„« T " 7* '? , tZ'JSOSS ‘‘“"S "P+T ~
«rramrro,ain'",ndo,lir',neconom,c

The aid provided by the U.S. Government, both military training for officers and crew of the Ethiopian Navy. It namcse’ we may have to fight against them as well.” 
and economic goes toward sustaining the regime rather has aided in the design and training of the Imperial Police 
than the people of Ethiopia. Since 1953, the U.S. has given Force-
$159 million in military assistance to Ethiopia. This U.S. aid also supports the Haile Selassie University; This article was obtained by Candian University 
amounts to nearly half the total U.S. military aid to all over 25 per cent of the faculty are American nationals, Press from the African Research Group. Cam- 
African countries — since that time. For 1970, military paid by American sources. There is a major Peace Corps bridge, Mass.

All this is taking place not in southeast Asia or Latin

as a


