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In the process of trying to boil
down my thoughts to fit neatly
into an editorial, a lot of stuff
ends up percolating through my
skull, and it's tempting to just
write it down in a self-serving list
and leave it at that. For the sake
of cohesion if nothing else
though, it strikes me that the
thing in common with all my
thoughts is that I've had to think
them.

Funny thing that. What it
means is that thoughts that don't
get thought, thunk, whatever —
thoughts you haven't had time to
think of, just don't get thought at
all.

This potential loss of thought
doesn’t seem important consider-
ing how insignificant most
thoughts are, and people are do-
ing something with their grey
matter, after all. They're only
busying their minds though, the
equivalent of a hamster running
around one of those treadmills.
Mental busywork doesn't produce
any new ideas; by definition, it
retraces standard paths. Real
thinking is an unstructured ac-
tivity where the mind focuses on
everything, but doesn't concern
itself with anything. It's a means
to process information about the
world, and accuracy doesn’t mat-

v EBL:

People aren’t thinking as often,
and as a result aren’t coming up
with any new ideas. And it's easy
to understand why.

Thinking stems from doing
nothing, and there's just not
enough time to sit around and do
nothing anymore. Nothing. The
real nothing. Not the answer to
“What did you do this weekend?”,
or just sitting around in front of
the T.V. nothing. Being alone with
your thoughts.

Coupled with this lack of free
time is a lack of chairs. Although
one needn’'t be on one's ass to
think, it helps, and chairs make
you take time to relax. There just
aren't enough places to sit
anymore.
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Especially in the SUB.

In theory, sure, there are a lot
of places to sit. But a good seat
implies refuge from the World,
and sitting beside a bustling
donut-hustling operation ain't
gonna cut it. The chairs that used
to be under the indoor trees on
the second floor have vanished,
replaced with less than a dozen
moulded plastic stools outside
Pizza Hut.

Everywhere to sit in the SUB is
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directly related to buying food.
The irony is, if you go to the one
place on campus you can expect
to find food, you'll probably find
it closed. The cafeteria, for those
of you who even know where it
is, is open from 10 a.m. until 2
p.m. Easily the most institutional,
dreary looking hole you're likely
to find. Needless to say, it isn't
crowded very often anymore.
Even the plastic plants died.
Obviously this lack of good
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Where have all
the comfy chairs gone?

seating is creating a thought cri-
sis. Thinking doesn’t always lead
to good ideas, but at the very least,
it always leads to ideas. It was
behind Einstein’s discovery of the
theory of relativity and the dis-
covery of the pet rock.

In this vein, to recapture both
the power of the thought and the
power of butt I suggest an honest
to goodness sit-in. Bring your fa-
vourite couch cushion to school
and plop down outside the DSU
offices. Who knows what will hap-
pen. When the ass rests, the mind
will wander.

SHELLEY ROBINSON
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In defense of Liberal Arts

Dear editor:

The October issue of TUNS news
included as article entitled “In
Defense of Elitism"” (see page 7) run
in a column entitled From the mind
of Abhi. Abhi (assumed to be a stu-
dent) stated that higher tuition costs
“are not necessarily a bad thing.”

While I appreciate the time Abhi
took to express his opinion, I suggest
he focus less on the monetary facts
of his argument and examine the hu-
manistic value of education, for each
individual in society. In his opinion,
most universities are not as “practi-
cal” as TUNS. Yet, the “oh so many
useful courses” that he denounces are
the foundation of a liberal arts edu-
cation. These courses are for allow-
ing us (useless Artsies?) to better un-
derstand the society we are living in.
Are you willing to argue that educa-
tion in general is impractical? | hope
not.

Abhi's comments seem indicative
of an emerging trend in “society” in
which technology and business edu-
cation is pushed as more relevant. Be-
ware of such talk, for we can have
an unlimited amount of practical stu-
dents destined to become workers in
a Culture of Doing, but unless we, as
students of society and life, question
what we are doing, then there is lit-
tle use for any type of education.
TUNS has its place in society, as does
St. Mary’s, Mount St. Vincent,
NSCAD and Dalhousie. All these in-
stitutions must provide environments
for personal development. No matter
how you wish to rationalize exclud-
ing certain groups of people from
certain types of education, you can-
not deny anyone the opportunity of
educating themselves,

University should be as cheap as
possible rather than more expensive.
Otherwise several of your fellow citi-
zens in society whom you advise to
“buy a ticket to Europe if they want
to find themselves” will not be able
to afford university. In short, perhaps
Abhi should think about the human
content of such terms as humanity,
society, art and, oh ves, robot.

Chris Riou

Franchise Frenzy

Dear editor:

Could someone please explain the
mass marketing feeding frenzy on
campus: First it was Robin's, Pizza
Hut, and Mr. Sub; then Harvey's,
Tim’s, and the Second Cup. I'm cur-
rently listening to the amplified litany
of Campus Fest from blocks away,
hawking all manner of brand names.
I just love my presence being prosti-
tuted because I belong to a hot de-
mographic. Besides, isn't the hall-
mark ol our generation the fact that
we're broke?

Admittedly, it is nice that the pri-
vate sector is taking over the job of
funding education, since the govern-
ment can't decide whether it’s truly
incapable or just plain disinterested.
3ut why isn't there a rule that all new
stafl at these outlets must be stu-
dents, seeing as we helped pay lor
building them? And where is all the
money collected from these enter-
prises going to: Every time I turn a
corner in a building here I see an-
other franchise, but I still spent the
first week of September sitting in a
hallway. since a class that had an
enrollment limit of 35 had over 6()
people show up.

Over the past four years, the only
real change I've seen here is that |
used to go to a university, and now
it's a strip mall. Albeit a “respected”
one, with a four-figure cover charge,
but still just a corporation, adminis-
tered by bottom-line-obsessed bu-
reaucrats instead of educators. Still,
even if I get nothing else from my
brush with higher learning, those free
samples I got at the bookstore sure
will come in handy for keeping me
smelling fresh when I'm unemployed,
and scraping at the remnants of our
social safety net.

Ryan Benson




