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Virtual reality offers new worlds

Almost better than the real thin

by Garth Sweet

Virtual Reality (VR). Is it the be-
ginning of a new era of rechnology or
just some marketing gimmick! The
answer! A little bit of both with per-
haps a dash of media hype for raste.

In reality (that’s ‘real reality’ not
‘virtual reality’) VR systems do have a
great deal of immediate and practical
uses. Moreover they can offer up ben-
efits without many drawbacks

What VR can deliver at its present
stage is a wonderfully dynamic tool
that can be .uf;![’lvd for uses across
industry. Unlike roborics, which also
made a similar claim, this tool doesn’t
replace workers, it assists them. With
existing VR systemsdoctors operate on
tiny blood vessels in someone’s hand
‘Ell\i li-l\'k' 1L seem as 1t ‘]]L'\' dre \ll]Hl)\[
‘wfi(f‘nilllu in the vessels T}h,‘lll\(_‘]\‘L‘\.
Chemists research molecular bonds,
not by tedious calculation and experi-
ment, but by actually carrying mol-
ecules around in a VR simulation and
test-fitting them rogether by hand. Pi-
lots eam their wings on the ground
before ever setting foot in a real plane.
Engineers climb inside of their newest

creation and put 1t {hmut’h its paces
before it’s ever constructed.

Allthese thingsare existing uses for
existing VR platforms. They don’t try
toreplacereality but they do try tooffer
you a view of it you couldn'’t normally
get. VR as a research tool is really just
a method of bridging the gap between
computers and humans. It takes the
mountains of data generated and con-
verts it to a something more rangible,
something more suited for our senses.
[t takes input in a natural form, it
allows us to ;,’r.ll\ the data and {‘llyhl-
cally manipulate it. Display screens,
keyboard, mice, printers. They are all
other forms of bridging the gap be-
tween computers and ourselves. VR is
just a better bridge.

If you listen to the marketers, VR
promises us a lot for our furure. With
VR systems we can travel to new and
unimaginable places in the comfort of
our living rooms, we can visit with
friends and family even if they're thou-
sands of miles away, we can go to work
without ever leaving our homes and
we can socialize and meet new peo-
ple all from within a VR system.

Sound nice? The marketers would

like you to think so — they plan to
sell a billion dollars worth of this
stuff in the nexr year.

“Wouldn't it be nice
if the beach was
mint green msteccd

of sand broun?”

I|!Hllgh, it doesn't sound

niceatall. Infa

[0 me,
ctitsoundsquite fright-
\‘l]il]l_'. ]ITLI}_:IH(':\ \\‘UI'I\] \.\‘I'J(‘ﬁ' yougo to

It's a dirty job,

by Steve Tonner

Well,

other sclence section.

it's another week, and an

If you'll notice, this has been one of
the largest sections yet. Why is this,
you may ask! Well, actually, it's just
because of luck.
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the office using VR, you visit friends
using VR, and you vacation using VR.
You never leave your home and you
never leave your VR, and why should
you! Anything puny old mother na-
ture can create, like a beautiful beach
or a windswept mountaintop, can be
created in your own VR system, and
with VR that cold cloudy day can
easily be changed into a warm sunny
one — and while we're at it, wouldn’t
it be nice if the beach was a nice mint
green colour instead of boring old sand
brown? Follow their road to the VR
future and we're on the fast track 1

being technological shut-ins, each liv

You see, the job of being an editor
can at times be pretty hard, and it
doesn’t get better when stories thatyou
were promised end up not showing.
When that happens, you're left with a
science section somewhere between
War and Peace and a pamphlet, but it’s
usually closer to the latter.

Thisweek, weall gor luc ky, because
a couple of good stories came in from
some good writers that [ know 1 can
counton to get the job done, and done
well. Usually, the way things work
around here is something like this, but
remember, actual mileage may vary:

First, the editor (that's me) gets an
idea for a story, or one comes in. This
story then goes on the science board,

with a suggested title to give an idea of

what the story is about, and maybe a
person to contact if You want to actu-
ally write the story.

This is where things get a little
hairy, because next to the story title,
there is a space for the name of the
person who will be writingit. Of course,
not many of those spaces get filled in
your average work week.

Of course, if a story is taken, that’s
great. It means that either the person
who is writing it either calls me to find
out more, which is wonderful, or I
never hear from them again and they
fall off the face of the Earth. When that
happens, I try to get in touch with
them, but if they won't return my calls,

Inter-reac
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lem-free operation. There are numer-
ous safety measures in place ranging
from the 30 tonnes of concrete sitting
on top of the reactor to the dosimeters’
visitors are given that measure any
change in radiation levels between the
time when someone arrives at the lab
towhen they leave. As Dr. Chattstates,
“Safety before science.” No waste is

generated eitheras only one percent of

ing in theirown little computer-gener-
ateddream world. Ah, but fear not, the
choice tofollow such a road won'teven
be given. A VR system that could
promise that kind of realistic experi-
ence is far from being created, so farin
fact that it may prove to be so much
wishful thinking.

Should we fear VR? No, not until
it's being toted as a reality replace-
ment. Should we embrace VR? Yes —
it may prove to be the link ro com-
Ii\\\"\' us o use
It's like

finally getting a steering wheel for

puters that finally al
them to their full potential.

your car.

but

well, that's it. I assign their idea to
I know
count on to get the job done. Maybe
The Globe and Mail offered them fifty
thousand dollars for my ideas? Naw.

.‘\{IH the
polished by the writer, he or she will

someone else, whom [ can

story gets written and

give it to the science editor, who looks
it over to make sure that it’s all right
and that it covers all the areas of the
topic that should be covered and all
that. Then, it goesto the paper's editor,
the big guy whose job it is to make sure
that all the section editors co-operate
and who makes sure all the stories are
the right length (if not, the story is
either shortened or lengthened in a
number of ways). Of course, it helps if
the stories all come in at the proper
time. Yeah right, I'm writing this 24
hours after deadline myself, so I can’t
talk about that too much and expect to
be taken seriously.

Basically, what it boils down to is
that there is a shortage of writers who
seem to want to write science stories.
Or maybe I'm just not looking hard
enough. In light of the fact that [ can't
quit a volunteer job, I'll have to start
looking for more writers, and hope for
the best. In the future, maybe the sci-
ence section will stay thissize, maybe it
won’t. But one thing can be counted
on, and that’s the fact that the science
section will be here.

Ing
the reactor’s fuel has burned in the last
ten years.

According to TARC’s last trien-
nial report (July 1990 - June 1993),
President Clark “has emphasized the
importance of undergraduate teaching
atDalhousie.” Hopefully the Slowpoke-
Zreactorand TARC labs will be able to
expand to include a larger number of
undergraduate students in the future
and not have their funding slashed as
50 many unfortunate programs have.

PmTLESS PC!'I:E’!/BLE

To correctly label the boxes, you must draw a marble from the bo labekd RED AHD BLUE marbles. If the
marble you pull out of the box is blue, you know it's not the red box. It also can't be the red and blue box,
since the labels are all supposed to be wrong, Therefore, it should now be labelled BLUE.The box originally tabeled
RED must be wrong (since it was stated all boxes are labeled wrong) so it must be given a different label. The
only free label to give it (remembering you just used BLUE) is the RED AND BLUE label, so give it that one.
Now you're left with one label (RED) and one box without a label so it must be given RED. If a red marble
had been drawn out instead of a blue then a similar logic would be followed where the RED AND BLUE box
would be labeled RED, the RED box labeled BLUE and the BLUE box labeled RED AND BLUE.

This brain teaser should prove to be either a new challenge or at least a sound experience in trying all the
combinations. You are given a chain with 2| links. You are asked to make as few cuts in it as possible so that
any number of links from | to 21 can be collected together. For instance if you made 2| ats in the chain
and someone asked for any number of links between | and 21, you could count off that many and give it
to them. This of course isn't the answer, but what is? How many cuts must be made and where are they to
be made at? By the way, there is more then one answer to this problem.




