No one cares about apathy

And now, two messages from an-
other angry young student.

First, to all the students who have
the privilege of attending this beauti-
ful university, fuck you.

There, I've said it. Not a very con-
structive way tomake friends, but please
take it personally. I'm talking to those
ten thousand minus thirty students
who couldn’t be bothered to walk o
Province House on noon Thursday,
March 26 to let some people know that
the rising price of education hasto end.

Maybe you saw me. I wasn't a very
good student protestor. [ didn't yell, I
didn’tchant, Ididn’t tell the patrons of
the cafeteria in the Student Union
Building to stop stuffing their faces and
join the fight. I just tagged along at the
end of the line and half way to Prov-
ince House | relieved a woman of her
Freeze the Fees sign on a stick.

Imagine ifall student protestors were
like me. We'd all be staring at our feet,
apologetically holding signs that read,
“EXCUSEME, | HOPE WE'RENOT
DISTURBING YOUBUTIT'SGET-
TING A LITTLE DIFFICULT TO
KEEP UP WITH THESE TUITION
HIKES AND IF IT'S NOT TOO
MUCH TROUBLE, COULD YOU
PLEASEDOSOMETHING ABOUT
IT?OH, AND ONE MORE THING,
EDUCATION IS ARIGHT,NOT A
PRIVILEGE.”

Fortunately, not all student
protestors are like me. There are peo-
ple with voices who aren’t afraid of
using them. There are students who
are concerned with the direction that
universityeducation istakingand don’t

Gazefte
gets results

To the editor:

I am very happy I decided to talk to
the Gazette. Results are already show-
ing. I received a letter from my head of
department attesting the fact that the
dean of arts was, without saying so
officially, granting me in fact three
weeks of paid maternity leave. I sup-
pose Ishould be thankful... Whowould,
except in a third world country, want
to go back to work ten days after giving
birth, withasore episiotomy, and when
you spend half of your nights up? But
it is a start, and it creates a precedent
for anyone in the future with similar
problems, and hopefully for a union
that will make sure anyone else does
not have similar problems...

Asfarasparkingisconcerned, isMr.
Louch’sconscience botheringhim? He
probably forgot what he wrote to me
(see Gazette March 11). Also, he told
me that the committee was meeting
only once a month, soan appeal would
have been to no avail since the next
one would have taken place after my
child’s birth, and possibly after the end
of the school year. Last but nor least, |
did have acertificate from my obstetri-
cian testifying that | had difficulty
walking, but | did not have the time to
send itsince the decision was made the
day I called. For Mr. Louch, inability
to walk does not mean pain... Well,
what can you expect?

Anyway, my son made a happy start
in life, and his mother will never stop
pointing at society’s mistakes, for the
sake of other people who should not go
through the same treatment. Some
may think equality for womenisa “big”
fight: it is, in fact, made up of “small”
but necessary steps that we take not
so much for ourselves only, but for
others as well.

Martine Jacquot

mind doing silly things like yelling
through bull horns and waving signsin
front of Province House.

Unfortunately, thirty to fifty stu-
dentsfrom Dalhousie, Kings, St. Mary's
and Mount St. Vincent is not deemed
newsworthy by our local media. There-
fore I first direct my anger ar you, dear
student. Perhaps if you had joined our
march and there were three hundred
or three thousand protestors, we would
have received more coverage. As it
stands, the only evidence that the pro-
test took place was a 60 second blurb
on a local news channel and a pretty
colour photo on the front page of the
Daily News.

However, it wouldn’t be fair to sim-
ply blame students. If a cure for apathy
were found and all the students took
part in a protest, would the media be
bothered with reporting the story? Stu-
dent protests are passé. It's been done
before. Now if we had murdered some-
one, thatwould be news. Besides, wasn't
February Student Issues Month?

Of course, I can’t forget the politi-
cians. They lined up for their turn ar
the mike, said some nice things about
education being an investment in the
future of our country, spoke to a
couple of reporters and by the time I
worked up enough nerve to speak,
they had disappeared.

But most importantly, | am angry
with myself. I've been letting other
people do the talking because [ don’t
have the courage to speak up for my-

self. I want some answers from those
people who decide how much money I
should pay to go to university.  want to
know how bad it has to get before
students get a break. I want to under-
stand the logic behind relling students
that the only way we're going to sur-

vive in this world is by getting an

educationand then upping the price. If

lamamong the unemployed again this
summer, how can my family afford ro
send me to university in the fall? Will
I qualify for a student loan this year or do
I have to wait until the mine my father
works in closes down permanently?

There are at least ten thousand stu-
dentshere at Dal and I refuse to believe
that there are only thirty students in
Halifax who can'tafford orsimply don’t
want to pay another 10, 15 or 25%
increase in tuition fees. Tuition hikes
are not the only way to fund univer-
sity programs, but with the lack of
reaction from students, we're prov-
ing that it’s the easiest.

Student protests may be unfashion-
able, but they are necessary. It's the
first step students can take to show the
public that people are beingaffected by
tuition increases. Once the public, the
politicians and the media realize that a
lot of students aren’t happy with the
direction thateducation is taking, only
then will we be raken seriously.
Maybe then, students, faculty and
government will be able to work for
better access to education.

Kind of sounds too good to be true,
huh? Well this and much more can be
yours for the low price of signing a
petition, voting in an election or tak-
ing part in a student protest.

So to those apathetic students with
whom I've had the pleasure of attend-
ing Dalhousie, fuck you. As for mes-
sage number two, to those of you who
manage to make it back to Dalhousie
in September, | hope I see more of
you. And if you agree to carry the
Freeze the Fees sign on a stick, I'll
bring the popcorn.

Judy Reid

ATTENTION
STUDENTS

MT&T will be on campus
April 22nd - 30th
in SUB Rm 220,
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
so that students may:

)

= Disconnect
telephone service

= Return telephone sets

= Return telephone
books ( for recycling)

This service provided for your convenience by

MARITIME TEL & TEL

YOUR

| | CONNECTION

1595
BARRINGTON
STREET IN
HALIFAX

FROM TORONTO:

THE DUES BROTHERS

(TRIBUTE TO THE BLUES BROTHERS)

7 PIECE BAND, DON'T MISS 'EM!
THURS., FRI., SAT APRIL 1, 2,3

COMING SOON: JEFF HEALEY & THE
NORTHERN PIKES

NOW OPEN
WED-SUNDAY 9 PM-3:30 AM

ENTERTAINMENT HOTLINE 454-6666

1721
BRUNSWICK
STREET IN
HALIFAX

ALL WEEK

MIND OVER MATTER
COMING SOON: ROB HANNA

OPEN EVERY NIGHT AT 9 PM

EVERY WEDNESDAY
GENUINE DANCE

CONTEST
$100 CASH PRIZE FEATURINC
1992 MARITIME D.). SPIN-OFF
WINNER MIXINC YOUR
FAVORITE DANCE MUSIC

ENTERTAINMENT HOTLINE 429-5959

HALIFAX'S NIGHTLY ENTERT AINMENT HOTSPOTS

= 2 TRAVEL CUTS

Travel Cuts would like to take this
opportunity to thank all our clients
for their patronage and support this
past year.

In addition, the staff wishes you all
the best with your final examsl!!
Have a great summer and we’ll see

you in the fall.
The Staff of
Travel Cuts

Sample Airfares for the Fall

London $499
Amsterdam $549
Frankfurt  $599
Zurich $679

Helsinki $729
Prague $829
Warsaw $829
Rome  $829

Also the Best Fares for travelling within
Canada this summer

494 - 2054




