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Writer Skvorecky emigrated to Canada in 1969,
shortly after the Russians invaded his native
Czechoslovakia. He claims that freedom is essential
to creativity. I wrote more books in Canada than in
Czechoslovakia, because there is no censorship
here.” In his homeland, “censorship is absolute,”
and Skvorecky is only too familiar with this
problem.

When Skvorecky was twenty-four years old, he
wrote The Cowards. This novel was banned by the
government, and Skvorecky was fired from his
position as an editor of the magazine World
Literature.
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Czechoslovakia. ”I would never dare,” says he, “to
enter the minds of real Canadians, of someone who
was born here. | can only observe (Canadians) from
the outside. People live by associations, usually
formed when they are young, and these
associations are simply different from mine,
because | spent most of my life in a very different
country.”

The problems of Czechoslovakian writers,
Skvorecky notes, are different from those of
Canadian writers. According to Skvorecky, the most
serious problem for Canadian writers is competition
from the States. This is because Canada and the US
share the same language, and the US has a larger
and more profitable market.

Then there is the issue of Canadian identity. “For
the Czech,” Skvorecky comments, "“it’s quite easy,
because Czechs speak Czech, and there’s no other

-nation that speaks this same language. But

Canadian identity, | think, can only be determined
in terms of historical development, not in language
— and literature is an art that works with
language.” Canadian writers face “a cluster of
problems that have nothing to do with politics” and
erefore do not face the hardships of
echoslovakian writers. “I think what the
adian writers should strive for — and they do
for — is simply excellence.” This pursuit is not
nted by politics as it is in Czechoslovakia.
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