Organizers
claim success

Some say it struck-out

By BOB JACOBSEN

Second Century Week passed
away quietly on Sunday.

The deceased, variously de-
scribed as extremely successful by
some of its most ardent supporters,
and a disaster by others, escaped
the attention of most U of A stu-
dents.

The fanfare of bands, flag-rais-
ings, and speeches by guest digni-
taries at the beginning of the week,
failed to arouse the interest of most
students for the week, and it is
probably fitting that the whole
affair died on Sunday to the
tune of Verdi’s Requiem Mass.

The lack of enthusiasm by local
buffs is blamed on the occurrence
of test week during SCW and Var-
sity Guest Weekend a few weeks
ago.

“Someone is to blame in the ad-
ministration building for the fact
test week wasn’t postponed,” says
Dave Estrin, chairman of SCW.

“Last summer we wanted to sus-
pend Varsity Guest Weekend or
have it run concurrently with
SCW. This was vetoed by student
council. The Edmonton public
probably thought they had seen
all they wanted to see during
VGW.” he said.

Estrin described SCW as a really
outstanding success “more in terms
of what delegates from other uni-
versities discussed with each other
than in terms of local participation.

“Eastern delegates felt this was .-

the best organized conference they
had ever attended,” he said. “They
never thought Alberta could or-
ganize something as big as this.

“It was unfortunate the Bears
couldn’t have been in the final
game of the hockey tournament.
This may have lowered gate re-
ceipts at the sporting events. How-
ever, I was very pleased with the
over all attendance.”

The coffeehouse in the armed
services building was an outstand-
ing success, also the SCW spon-
sored film festival in MP 126.

The literary seminar in St.
Stephens College was always pack-
ed, but the Second Century
Seminar in Con Hall was not quite
so appealing even to some of the
delegates.

“It was a success,” said Dennis
Thomas, academic seminar or-
ganizer. “I didn't expect very
many U of A students to attend.
Sometimes delegates didn’t show
up very often either.

Best discussions at hotels

“But it did provide a real forum
for real discussion. Some of the
best discussion took place -in the
hotels,” he said.

“We didn't expect any con-
clusions, but only wanted to pro-
vide a base for discussion with
students from all over Canada in
areas of national importance.

“The faculty could have been
more co-operative as far as atten-
dance is concerned,” he said.

Mike Morin, Edmonton co-
ordinator for SCW, described ran-
dom samples taken during the
week among students as “crazy”.

“SCW was a great success,” he
said. “It accomplished everything
we wanted it to. The seminars
were set up mostly for delegates
anyway.

“The athletic events were well-
attended. If there is a deficit it
will be because a lot of people were
getting in for free.

“We really didn’t expect much
public attendance. There is gen-
erally a lack of interest among the
public in college sports.

“Any criticism regarding French
representation during SCW wasn’t
justified. It is impossible to re-
cognize the two-nation theory they
put forward.

“The great number of photo-
graphers and reporters in atten-
dance shows SCW was acknow-
ledged and accepted by other cam-
puses,” he said.

“Second Century Week did not
meet my expectations,” said Fer-
nando Dias Costa, a delegate from
Waterloo Lutheran University.

“It was too structuralized, and
there was not time, no freedom to
discuss anything.

“We have our own lectures. We
came here to discuss academic
problems, problems of the future
of the Second Century, such as
Quebec existing as a nation,” he
added. .

SCW was more political than in-
tellectual, according to George De-
vine of St. Thomas University in
Frederiction.

“Delegates are members of stu-
dent government, students’ coun-
cil, and such power groups as CUS

and UGEQ,” he said. “Nothing
derived from the conferences, only
from the discussions after-hours.
The hospitality was great, but
SCW did not deal with problems
facing the Canadian man.

“Organizers from Alberta had
the right motives in mind, but
other elements such as Quebec and
the delegates from Southern-
Ontario overthrew the cart,” he
said.

On behalf of despondent, overly-
busy U of A students, SU presi-
dent Branny Schepanovich said
“they don’t like to get so-called
culture crammed down their
throats.”

He described SCW as a valuable
exchange between students soci-
ally, but claimed it was only
moderately successful due to three
main factors: General Vaniers’
death, cold weather, and test week.
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Surfer Is

. relatively honest, unques-
tionably intelligent, sometimes
reasonable, openly forthright,
occasionally dirty, usually re-
liable, and

Our Candidate for
Governor-General

(INSERTED BY THE CITIZENS'
COMMITTEE TO ELEVATE SUR-
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GATEWAY EDITORS ARE ALL WET—Sun King Bill Miller, and next year’s Sun King,

Lorraine Minich, are seen taking a shower together at The Gateway’s final press night Sunday.

The annual affair, known as ““tubbing the troublemakers,” resulted in the two drowned rats

firing the entire staff—much to the consternation of all—for perpetrating such an evil deed.
The staff were sore ashamed.
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