
CANADIAN COURIER.
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The Expected Was Unexpected.

G UARDED well was the date of the general
election. 0f course it may net have been
decided upon until the morning cf the day

it was announced, There was a long Council meet-
ing that morning and the decision ma>' have been
arrived at suddenly. This is not likel>'. The date
was probab>' as good as decided several days ago,
but ne newspaper reporter got a chance te make
even a "shrewd guess."

Yet the secret could not have been more than a
week old. The United States Senate approved cf
reciprocit' on Jul>' 22nd. That event was necessar',
before the Canadian Goverament could make a de-
cisian. There was ne necessit>' for arranging for a
general election an reciprocity in Canada until the
United States decision had been made clear. The
United States decision was made on the 22nd; the
Canadian Government made its announcement on
the 29th. Oni>' a week elapsed between the two
events.

Empliasis is laid on these facts because the>' ex-
plain in, a general way why the Canadian Parlia-
ment could net have been sooner dissolved and why
an earlier announicement was not made. Lt would
have been foiish ta announce a general election
here, with ail that such an event xneans in human
effort and in monetar>' expenditure, until the de-
cision cf the United States was clearl>' given. That
Sir Wilfrid delayed oni>' ene week hefore giving
notice cf an appeal to the country is extremel>'
satisfactory. He ceuld scarcel>' have taken less
time on account of the formalities te bie arranged.
Had hie taken more lie wouid have laid himself open
te a charge of unnecessar>' dela>'.

Both Parties Were Right.
S PEAKING purely personally, I amn one of those

who believe that bath political parties have
acted fairi>' in regard to this question of reci-

procity with the United States. Considering the re-
cord of the Liberal part>' and the opportunit>' whichi
camne ta it a few months age, it was bcund ta accept
the United States reciprocity offer. As a part>', the
Liberals are free-traders. There may be more
theory than practice in their free-trade notions. but

mendations to the Legisiative branch. This journal
says:

"Reciprocity, however, did flot cornte te
Congrests as a recommendation. It was re-
duced te concrete formn and accompanied by
what was la effect a command that it should
be enacted Into law. Vien when the regu-
lar session of Congrese failed to approve
it, an extra session was ealled and the de-
mand renewed, wIth a stili more emtpbatic
declaration of authorlty.

"Thé Preï1dent was nlot content te give
hie8 orders directy, but teck the stump, and
urged, the people to apply the laeh, prac-
t1cally charglng that every member of Con-
grese who refused ta vote as the Presldent
dictated was untrue te hls trust.

"If we are to accept the doctrine that Con-
gress le loyal and useful only when It obeys
the Pres4dent, then why burden the people
wlth the cost of maintatning the Institution
ait ail? Wby. not aboflsh Congrese and per-
mit ail laws to bie made and unmade by the
imperlal edict of Hie Majeety?"

In the United States Constitution there is no pro-
vision for a general election whenever it mnay be
deemed necessary, as there is in Great Britain and
Canada. Those opposed te reciprocîty could flot
ask for a general election, but the quotation given
shows that they came as near as possible te taking
tht sanie attitude as the Opposition in Canada.
Moreever, Sir Wilfrid Laurier is using his majority
and bis influence în a Iess czarlike way than did
President Taft.

The Duty of the Citizen.

T HLOUGH{ this is the holiday season and thouigh
the weather is somewhat warni, there is laid
upon the intelligent and patriotic citizen a

duty which he sbould net shirk. Whether lie be
Conservative or Liberal, eppesed ta or in favour
of reciprocity, he sheuld (Io his share in the organi-
zation work in lus constituiency. He should have

The Standing
P ARLIAMENT is diselved and a general

election takes place on September 2lst.
The presenit standing of the parties in the
House of Cemmons at present is as follows:

Con. Lib.
Ontario ................... . .5Ô 36
Quebec ................... 12 53
Nova Scotia .................. 6 12
New Brunswick ............. .2 il
Prince Edward Island ......... 1 3
Manitoba ............... .... 8 2

citizens ini both parte to see that thte mnoney iý
spent legitimatdly.

Campaigni Funds.

T H -RE have been numerous rumours that th(
tariff reformers of Great Britain are sending
funds ta heip in the fighit against reciprocity

Personally, 1 do not believe those rumours. I bc-
lieve that the tariff refermers have more sense.
They should recognize that interference on theit
part will do more harm than geod. Bvery dollar
they spend here wiIJ mean anether ballot in faveur
of reircity. Canada will net telerate partisan in-
terference1 by British politicians.

lit has aise been rumoured that there will be
funds supplied by the opponents ef reciprocity in the
United States. The doubtfulness of this is evena
more manifest. Ln the iirst place, the "intercsts" of
the United States have had plenty of opportunity
of spending their mnoney at homne if they desired te
defeat recipracity. They have spcnt very little.
They have not been accused cf niaintaining an un-
usual or extravagant lobby. They are toc shrew4
flot te realize that an>' interference on their part
would arouse Canadian suspicion~ and would ac
celerate the advance cf free trade sentiment in botlh
couintries.

Baci side will have its campaign fund, bat these
wiil corne froni the uisual sources. Just whence the>'
corne f ew cf us will know with any degree cf de-
finiteness. Until we follow the United States new
law and force the parties te publish the names of the
contributors, we can but make shrewd guesses. Cam-
paigu funds are necessar>'. They' only do harni
when they are illegitimately spent. It is "'up te" the
best citizens of Canada to use their influence against
illegal use of these manies. If public sentiment is
aýgainst illegal expenditures, there will be littie cf it
in evidence.

Why September 21$St?

S EPTEMBER 21st was chosen as the date of the
general elections mnainly because it was neces-
sar>' ta have the political situation cleaned up

before the arrivai of the Duke cf Connauglit. The
new Governor-General will arrive about October
lOth or l2th. The prescrit occupant of the office
will want te g et away hefore the Vtuke arrives, so
that there wilI bc no clash between the two events.
A general election on Septemnber 21st will enable
Barl Grey te lie on band ready for any emergency
whidi the resuit' of the voting ma>' create and yet
have time te enjo>' the hearty "send-off" which he
bas a niglit te expect and which Canada will ho
proud to give.

T~here was oni>' one reason why September 28th
or October 5th might have been clore convenient.
Harvesting in the West will be semewhat late this
year because cf the cold weather in the middle cf
July and because the harvest will be greater than the
supply cf harvesters. The Western farmer will have
little or ne time for pelitical discussion and certain>'
ne time for p)oIitical orLanization. This re.ann dict
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