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Our New York Correspondent

ALL signs point to a speedy dissolution of thepresenit theatrica] season. The usual sprîng
impetus bas flot been fortbcoming, and
only in isolated cases is there any show of

effort to revive waninig interest. That the season
bas been unusually disastrous to theatrical enter-
prise is a notorious fact, and in this fact no doubt
lies a suifficlent explanation of thxe present non-
aetivity. Managers, if they have ariy new plays
available, prefer to hold them o-ver for another sea-
son rather than risk the hoodoo ofI this.

The best reason for "The Rainbow" is Mr. Henry
'Miller. The author is A. E. Thomnas, heretofore
known for that excellent comnedy, "Mler Husband's

entirety, bas helped to revive the drooping spirits
of the season somnewhat. The piece is based on a
French farce, which, under another adaptation, Mvl.
Charles Hawtrey presented about four years ago in
London. So rnuch of the French conscience, how-
ever, had been preserved in the translation ti.at
Londoners feit theinselves scandalized and the piece
was withdrawn. The present adaptation is b>' Mr.
Charles Broo-kfield, who by virtue of bis office (f
play' reader for the English censor, was curiously
enougb called upon by Londoniers to defend its
murais. The piece consequentl>' cornes with a sonie-
wb,-at piqùant reputation, althouigh to our no longer
virginal xninds the criticismn would seemn to be more
or less squeaxnish.

The story is this. IYear old Charlie bias had at
least two intrigues with respectable married sirens,
before tbe opening of tbe play' when we find imi
on the point of marrying an adorable youing bud.
The three acts of capitally built up farce that fol-
low are devoted to Charlie's amusing efforts to
guard the knowledge of bis past, not oniy f rom the
young wife and her parents, but.fromn the two hus-
bands of tbe women for wbom his past becamne pur-
pied. Many amusing situations arise, and a fine
sense of nonsense in the exposition of the cbarac-
ters helps along the f un. Mr. Hawtrey, last seen
here in "A Message from Mars," is deiigbtfully and
unctiousl>' bumorous in the role of Charlie.

A Worthy Production.,
A recent production of uinqualified interest and

charni was that of "Monsieur Beaucaire," witb Lewis
Waller in the romantic role. This old romantic
comedy had a conspicuous place in the repertoire of
Richard Mansfield, anid its revival under sucli cap-
able auspices, bas proved that the piece bas lost noue
of ifs old-time charm. It also 9howed Mr. Waller
in a ipost engaging role, in which bis finished acting
metbod5 and charms of person were seen to excel-
lent advantage. Witb Mr. Waller at Daly's in
"Monsieur Beaucaire," Mr. Arliss across the street
in "Disraeli," and Mr. Hawtrey fart ber up the
street in bis farce, the English stage is prétty weIl
renre.qnfed iti tlif d1rnm1fir 2tVpi(n f P.,

drama. 'ýThe theatre is unique in size-seatný
only ??9 persons-unique in the fact that its objeci
is nlot commercial, and, so far, is unique inthe char-
acter.of its offerings. "The Pigeon," by John Gais-
worthy, bas b.een the regular evening bill since thE

LEWIS WALLER.
Ini "The Expilorer."

opening a month -ago, wbile tbree matiniees a we
werefor a tume devoted to Charles Rann Kenned,
"The Terrible, Meek," and "The Palace of Hal
adapted by tbe same author front Chinese sourc,

"The Terrible Meek," like the same author's "T
Servant in the House," is an effort to interpret Chr
tian dogma in terms of modern psychoiogy. T
present is a one act play, and to the darlng of t
theme bas been addpri n carbinp 2ziri fp~rfl;n intim

Old ciarlio/'

ago b>' Mr. Miller, and
red," an unsuccessful farce
"The Rainbow" is a senti-
ble sweetness, in whicb the
4d busband and wife 1Dlavs

0l 1 Ir. that has just taken place. The dialogi
ofessed poses the symboiism even witbout fIhe
of tbe scene, the tbree crosses boldl>' outlined

dawn. Miss Editb Wynne Mattusox
îeading roles in bofh bier busband's play

Amid far mfor'e frugal surroundings,
season has brougbt us a production of
"The Fatber"-possibly the most importi
from a literary and dranxatic standpoir
Irish Players in "'The Playboy of f
World." Mr. Warner Oland, ver>' well
tbe American stage, and a fellow-coulitr 3
author, was responsible. for hotb thxe pro,

analysis of lit
of the play', f;
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of creating a
part in the ch
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