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IT takes a brave man ta commit sui-cide. Make no mistake about that!
It requires a high degree of "nerve"l

ta take the fatal plunge or make the
quick def t stab that will bring-
oblivion.

The door opened and a yaung man
entered the room-it was a sort of over-
flow library or "dcn"ý-and stood for a
moment just inside the thresbold. The
afternoon sun was streaming full into
the apartment, and a broad patch of
sunlight lay athwart the rich Oriental
rug, at the young man's very feet. A
breath of soit summer air gentiy stirred
the siiken curtains at the window.* The
divan, strewn with all manner ai
cushions, invited ease, as did also a deep
wing chir near the fireplace. A sort of
charming disarray marked the arrange-
ment of books, desk, chairs and mantel-
piece and gave ample evidence ai the
room's being well lived in. But the
young man noted none of these things.
lie was paie, distrait. In his deep-set
dark eyes there lurked an indescribable
despair. It was the moet hopelese ex-
pression that could poseibly visit buinan
features. Ris monté. was set in a
straight, thin, bitter line and bis
shaulders sagged. Rie hande cienched
and unclenched themselves at bis sides,
ceaselesely. It was as tbough he had
juet received a biow and was oniy now
coming out of the fist stunned hors-or
of it.

Presently, stili with absent eye, he
closed the door behind hima and moved
forward to the rail-top deek and stood
there looklng down upon its litter and
seeing nathing. Some moments passed
and then be drew a long, long sigh,
clased bis eyes as'tbough te shut ou
some dreadful sight, san the back ai on.
band across bis brow, and then, opening
bis eyee, began ta tug wildiy at bis
collar as tbaugh be were cboking. As b.
panted, bis broad shouiders heaved and
bis eyes opened and ciosed with each
sliudder. He- dropped into the swivel-
chair and sunk his bhead in bis arms on
the biotting-pad. One hand accidentaliy
overturned a crystai vase that bad con-
tained a deep red rose and a sheaf oi
maidenhair fern. YThe water siowviy
trickied amang the papers and on to the
rug but lie paid no heed. Indeed, he did
not know. The poor rose iay at his feet
like a huge drop of biood that liad con-
geaied in flower form.

Af ter a time the young m&n iifted bis
head, bruslied back bis bair and glanced
across the room at the ticker by the
window.

One faint hope remained! If K. and L.
had advanced bahf a point it ivauld be
sametbing. Drowning men cluteli at
straws, and thie was the only glimmer
ai hope leit, the only straw lu the mad
whirlpool. Witli a bound,' curiously at
variance with bis former step that bad
faltered like an aid man's, he was at the
tieker and holding the tape iu fingers
that sliook so, that he was obliged ta
iake several efforts ta read the quota-

tians.
Strange that be liad fargotten K. and

L. in the midst ai the other smash! And
yet not sa strange either, for lie had
never built on it. Be lad called it hie
white elepliant.

But now-Nwait! If, b y same mairacu-
lous means it had taken a tiny jump!
But no--no! It stood just as it had al
week, two points behaw its last quota.
tion. Steadily drapping-that ivas its
temperature.

The young mani flung the ticker-tape
from him and again drew bis, hand ovor
bis forehead. It was wet with perspira-
t ion.

If anlv' lie hiad ]xad sense enoughi iiot
ta use the bank's iiioney ini that la-t
venture! Tho loss of ail biis own ,avings
Ni-as bad enaugli! But NV. uuîd P. bad
îîromised sa xN'ell ! Consolidateà Steol!
Ife liadn't liad the least doubt of that,
w ithi nien ail arouîîd Iim nîaking fahu-
fous fortunes on the war orders. But
W. and P. w-as the Jonab ai the market.
'That N-as very evident now-so evident
[bat the yaung man bad decided ta take
the an}'x-" way aut.

Yes, there was a way out-aibeit a
cowardly anc. Cowardiv? Wh-r, bardiy

that either, for it takes a brave man

The young man s-eturned to bis desk'
and flung hixnaelf into, bis chair again,
but this time sat gazing bei are bim
with eyes wide and lips parted.

It takes a brave' man. Was lie brave
ienough? Ail alang be had said that he

would do it.
Drowning, poison, the knife--tbese

beid elemeats of objection. So be bad
>chosen the dlean, Swift, sure metbod, the

method that couid not fail.
1 But there was Margaret. Not for a
momeut lhad be fargotten ber. Yet, why
shouid lie pause at the thouglit of the
girl? After ail, wasn't it for bier lie was
doing this? Wasn't it best ta take bim-
self and bis failurés out ai ber lii e,
leaving ber free?

The blood af new courage flowed back
inta bis pale cheeke. A new determina-
tion lit bis sombre eyes-replaced tbe
bopeless look. Yes-for lber!

He drew a. key.ring from bis pocket,
selected a key, fitted it into the lock of
the upper lef t baud drawer and puiled
the drawer out. Swiftly he s-an bis band
along ta the very back.

It struck sometbing. H. e miied and
drew the "something" out.

It was a beautiful tbing--beautiiui
and terrible like a reptile, and it fiashed
ini the Sunlight. The short barrel glis-
tened inu ah its pristine steel newness,
and the butt was jewel-set.

The young man smiied again as be
looked at it, but lie was not'imps-essed
with its beauty. He thought only af its
Utility, its potentiaiity.

It wouid be sucli a quick death-if h2
took careful aim. Oniy a sliglit sback-
ta be expected, of course, foiiowed by a
littie biood, a graduai sensation ai faint-
nese, very littie actual pain, and then-
peace.

lie turned the revolver about in bis,
bande, taying with it, seeing and yet
not seeing it. Perbaps it gave bim
courage just ta feel it in bis grasp.

Then he began ta practise bow lie
wouid go about it. But first he went
over ta the window and drew the shade
down iow.* Stili, be could net quite shut
out the dayligbt. Re returned to the
chair. A sitting posture-yes, that was
best, for it wauid iessen the sound aif
the faihing body!

During al ai this time, indeed, from
the very moment of bis entrance, there
bad been a quite audible saund fram
the other end of the raam. It was a
steady, insistent, low, rather grating,
metallic sound, but nat barsli. If the
young manl beard it sub-cansciously lie
gave no sign. lHe bad corne ber. for a
grim purpose, and not ta listen ta any
saunde. IBe bad, therefore, removed the
telephone receiver irom its look, for lie
did not want ta be interrupted, but ta
any possible onlooker it miglit bave
seemed strange that that duil, methodi-
cal, rasping sound from the rear ai the
raom quite escaped him.

Now, with the revolver turned. full
upon bis temple, be leanied back and
began ta caunt.

"One, two, tbree»e-and '"go!"
At the last word bis finger wouild press

the spring. It was VerY simple, and
easier, mucli easier, than iaceing ruin.

"But 'Margaret! Wait-he had quite
fargotten that be bad lef t no parting
word, no token of fareweil for the girl

w ýas ,ta bave been bis wife. He
ought ta write lier a line so that lie
miglit understand just wliy ]ie was
doing this.

Plaeiîîg the weapan down, lie drew fur.
\w ard a shoot ai papér, took his pol fronti
is voet poeket and conmneeod ta w rite.
Ilis land wvas strangely firmn for ane who

~~sabout ta take hi; owu hlf>'!
AIl tho tinie that odd grating qf,11n<l

frouî behjnd! Wiîen lie 11d vIiioi('lIide(
Ilie note, lie hld it up for a moîfloti1t,

' %- s .eaflfing the word., tlha t 't li ,il1
lie lo'îeil w'ouid read when the 1ha îîd I li tt
ow aviuld the paper w-as si i i and e> h.

Tlhe xi iting mx'as in bisUUaIx Iie
hîled st-ript. No tremar, no hînt dis-
Phît-od ign af nervausness. lic, '> hl,)ha.]
eopod w ith big issues wvas now abt jt t,
'aPe w itl the greatest of ail, airilbU. Il
rna..tered doubts and fears at I.',
was rezidv ta' play a band w ith d(leî
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