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The Philosopher

Tlbe Annuii .newal
Marci je the month ln which, according te tthe

entendit, Spriug begins. In this rogion, it is ýtrue, the.
Actual climntic fact ie not nnfailingly iu accord, with
the ahuanae; but even our moet blustering Mardi
days,'there je a something in the sun and ini the
sky whleh speaks of the coming of the groat lenewal
of theyear-somothing which telae us that white
Spring, thie season of "soit rainea and blossomy
boughe," la not actually at band,, 4tlxnevortieleson
the way The"sun rincea high er the ak evory day,
sud fhles More strongly-s much go, id eas te

start I a#y mounting unwisely scion, for though the.
munshiî~myb strong. ou pfr March days, thora is
f rost during our Mareh *à1btâ, whicb freeesa the too
enrly iuounting sap and upg, uplita the trees-which
The Philosopher found te bqpe of bis main primary
difilculties iu growiug fruit reubers lu Winnipeg,
and so iearned the. loason of the necessity of muhéfing
te keep the sap from astarting upward until the
danger from f ront ju pait. It la the annual miracle,
thia ronewal'of Naturels 1f. evory spring-but a no
more *onderful miracle, if we will but consider
things igbtly, than the new begiuning which every
separate morning bringa lu thi.e etaru sky-tha
wonder.of sncb ncu4$ day, which <because it bas b.e-
corne se familiar a wondor) w. have ceased to regard
as a wonder at ail. It lu our loas.thnt this so-
our los that we do not renew our lives not only
with oaci apring, but with each ncw morning. Nature
surely nets us the bisson of ton enougb.

The Cura. of Party Patronage
Every thouglîtful anld patriotie nman aud roman

in thia j country lu looking for such decisive action b>'
the new Dlominion Parliament'ai will effectively do
away with the whole pernicious patronage system,
which ba@ not only imipaired incalculably the effici-
ency of the. country'a public services in the p ast and
cout the people untold millions of worse than wasted
dollars, but-worat of nl-has been the mainspring
of corrupt and corrupting politics. The spoils uystemi
ba@u been truly a eurse to Canada. Now le the. time
to establish .a radical meaure of reformi which will
do away with that curse. Both the Dominion Par-
liaunent aud e»the Provincial Legisiaturea uhould
take action to t-Ime the baud from thia insatiable
plague, which bas ;preyed upon it for genorations.
The strain aud stress of war endeavor aud war need
nuake this ireformn imperative ýnqw; and the cousidera-
tion of thme burden of war taxation in the years to
corne sdds to the compulsion that evcry Canadien
wlîo is capable of thought muet realize there i. for
protocting the public mouey for spoilation. The
frceing of Canada fromn the spoilus ystem will b.e the
work of truc and high patriotism.

A Queer Creed
Consider tie case cf some )eôple lu Mlian, wlîo

ar'e inembers of a seet known as "The House of
David," aind have conscietmtiouu objections to a num-
ber of thîiîgs. A whole company of theni bas been
fornicdlat (Camp Custer, ncar Battle Creek. Tîeir
vreed euforces upoit thein respect for the constituted
atiority ; imd so thcy rmade nuoObjectionti tathe
<raf t. Tley announced thîey werc illing to serve
their country; but when thîey were drafted, the prob-
lenm of whist to do uith t.lem presentcd itself. Their
<ree<1 does iot alîîw them to toueli stmy weaponls.
Not. onhy are tlîey vegetarians, but t.ley have as
strotig comscjeîitiolig obljections to touclitîg ueat as
tlcy lhav'e to t(uini'img weapoîms; suddut> their useful-
ness in the' (attip kitelîctîs iii restnieted. Tliey are for-
biddeîî, t<îo, hy tîeir creed snd tlîeir consciences front
touehing diseased livinîg flesî; sand su their useflnless
in thIe canip Iospital is alun rcstrîeted. They are
willing workers witlinm the fieldl marked out l>v tieir
consientious olîjections. rhcy cleltn ouit Ilie cattmp
stables.,samd do whiatever wvork they are ordered to do
wli does not briiig thei into coîfliiet with their
interpretation ofti'the eitres. Thév attaeh èex
trente imiportante to the' ifthî vers(,utofu-itietig, xxi.:
-rhey shail not iike lildiîS'ss tipoîit their bead,
ieither shah t.hey siai oi' tte corner of their
beard"; aud so olie ofthLe strongest of their conm-
scientious objections is to eutting either the lidir of
thîir ieads or'tîmeir bemîîîs. hoth oftNhi(.h growtbs
they cherish ini fiowiiîg. hixurious lengthî. Thev, are.
lortuiiate that they aî'e livinmg ini s land which is Dlot
umder Germait rile.

Our Victuals These Days
iC bvhouselolder i Cmi iadmi v'mn and w-ill c R

Fooîd (ýoiti'olher," said thme îew Fouîet ('onitrollt-r for
,umaa.h îiirv B. Thoînson. ini Ibis first stnotînce-

leleluttafttii asstîming bis dut ies li ont h. T his
personal iew of tllie food hiroblcîmuli h. lt (lt% 'l- verv
hiisehloder, but 1li*i%,'vt'îy ersoîl i (amîmila. vîettier
a hoisîholder <or flot, is t'ssettiît UminIeSs t hati vigi-

a,îcon the ])art utftflic' official Foîiî(I,'ont roi sr-c
of tIll)oninioîi in profiteing, hogirding gnd ile-

gitimate trading. It is only the luck of geographical
position which bas§ bf t the. Canadian householder
with a roof over bis head. If his home hall been in
Belgium,*northern France, Serbia or any other of the
regions devastated by the Huns, it would not be a
case of his being exhorted to practise food conserva-
tion and economy-he would bc confr?nted by actual
food shortage, dire, with the spectre of Starvatioli
stalking in the background-"-ýthat Starvation," as
Baron Rhondda, the Food Controller in Great Britain,
bas said in. bis address to the farmers of Great
Britain, urgf'ng them to their top capacity of pro-
duction, "which is§ followed by Diseasle and Death."
The people of the United Kingdom have heen put on
a. ment ration of a pound of moat a woek; those who
-e content to eat !i4ro *raes of meat may obtain
slightly more than *d a week on their ment
cards, four qf which each permitting the purchase of
ton cents' worth of ment, are available weekly. In
Germany, the ment ration, consistlng largoly of pork.
il; about three-quarters of a pound a week. How does
our consumption of flesh food in Canada compare
with thc ration in Great Britain? Should we not,
each and every one of us, regard the British ment
regulation as a challenge and a warning?

In Regard to Self-Sufficiency
There are not a few fine and valuable thouglits

flnely expressed iu the speech delivered by W. L.
Grant, an old friend of The Philosopher's, on the oc-
casion of bis installation as, Headmaster of Upper
Canada College, in Toronto, of which speech The
Philosopher bas been honored with a copy. In one
passage of that speech Principal Grant (wbo is a
son worthy of bis distinguished father, the late
Principal Grant, of Queen's University, Kingsaton,
who was one of the first of the men of light and
learning of bis time to foresee the possibilities of
Wilateriw Canada) tello'of how several years ago in
London hoe spent part of a day in showing a youtlî
front Canada some of the sights of that great citv.
"I ventured to point out to him some points in whicl
1 thought we in Canada might learn fromn the Mother
Land. 'Oh,' he said, with a touch of accusation in
lis. voice, 'Canada is good enough for me!' If lie
nueant what hie said, hie was right, abundantly right.
Canada ig good enough for him, for you, or me, or anv
other man or woman, to live or die for. The land
for which 80 many have died needs not to have that
established. But I fear that what hie meant was a
very different thing-that hoe was good enough for
Canada-that ho, a raw, crude, half-educated young
cub, was God's laut and most perfect gift to bu-
manity, aud had nothing to learn front the Old
World and its civilization."1 In tiat utterance Prin-
cipal Grant sounds a true note, which needs to bc
sounded not in this country alone. Rightly-based,
resolute, unvaunting self-confidence is onie of the hest
of human qua.litir's; tqit'self-sfifficiency wlîich -kuows
it aIl" and isêjuffed np 'with> ele conceited delusioti
that it has MoMling to learii, ià onie of the nîost cvii
tlîings under the sun.

Stage Thunder by the Junkers
l>uring tlhe Brest-Litovsk nlegotiations the journals

in Glermany wvhich spesk for the Junkers-the large
landholders who arc iu the foui'front of the extrenie
Conservative party--clamiored for the imumediste and
Iuîeî'remoxîious annexation Of the Baltic provinces of
Ruîsais by force of (Cerman armns, and denounced any
pandering to the ides that the people in those pro-

vinces should be given ally say in the determnation
of thepir future l)Olitical* statuis." They demanded
that, instead of holding parle3-s, tierrnsny sliould".carv-e those provinces away froîi Russia with tlic
sword," as the Berliner D)eutsche Tageszeittîng, the
orgaît <Of Cotmnt zui Reventlow, a leader of the Junkers,
cxpriessed it. The Tageszeitîîg even went so far as
to hit that tiere ouiglit to bho a military-rebellion. to
enforce that view. Ini whichi-incl-uding the suggesi-
tion of a military rebellion againist the Imperial Gov-
<rnment ait Berlin-the Tageszcitung Wvas. of c'ourse,
acting on the instigation ofthte Inîperial Covernment,
lit Berlin, and by and with its i-iet and permission.
It Was simply stage thunder 1w Lihe Junkers, to serve
the purptise of the Hohenzollern regine..

0The Germ-an Talk of the "War Map",

141 hein VOH Btllamun -llollweg vaslic helber'ollal
ServNant sand înouthpieee of thie Kaîiser at Berlin, tie
tle t itie Of I înPerial ( îîclo.le Ias i' hii
i ng abuIiit thle ~~ ai iniztî'' a s p(v ilg t ha ier t

st ili in ()uptontf lareats of territorv w id(1i
Sh ev hamive overrtibut t hiere i s n ot qulit e jot lt)

f.a i '(fron Bernl in 1a hit t lie. w-i r ini a p''a s ii't
i bcm~1ti i. I t. i s (iiiig lt in'ii e-iiU( m h (<

tian iniiid hit tfietr i- otme ''v )Il mmap1wblG

uiai hY miîiî r Mij. t of %îli,lî tlîeY t

yet been driven back. 'There la the economic Xnap of
the world, which shows that German ships have been
driven from ail the sens, that the great structure of
German world-wide commerce has been destroye
that the supplies of raw material for Germany'.
manufacturing. industries from the world outaide
Germany has been cut off, o that oflly war work,
with "6substitutes" for not a few matetials, keep
Germau factory chimneys smoking, and that the food
of the German people has been cut down. Another
*nap may b. oàlled the democratie map-it shows
the f ree peoples of the world allied against the cou-
federacy of Germany, Austria, Bulgaria and Turkey

-a onfedigracy which stands against the world.
movemCewards f ree goverument and representa.
tive instij ils. And last, but not least, lu the map
of Justice-the imperishable scroli whereon are re-
corded the crimes of mon and of nations. Bumnt
indelibly into that dread scrool, as into the memorv
of humanity for ail time to corne is the long list of
crimes of Germany and its three associates in infamy
which are mere vassals of Prussianiom rather than
equal and independent co-partners.

The Changed View of Education
"We must educate our masters!" was the fanions

utterance in the House of Gommons ln which Robert
Lowe, after the first of the widenings of the fran-
chise that were the great fundamental facts in the
political history of Great Britain during the nine-
teenth century, summarized the imperative need of
making provision for the spread of education among
"the masses." Robert Lowe's declaration was brought
to The Phulosopher's mind on reading the excellent
report of Deputy Minister of Education, Mr. Robert
Fletcher, which forma the introduction to the animal
report of Manitoba's. Department of Education, is-
sued during the past m<onth. Mr. Fletcher, in dwell-
ing on the new point of view in education, quotes
Maeaulay's famions speech in favor of a grant of a
mere £20,000 for public elementary education, in
which "hie addressed himself to the governing classes
of the country, appealed to their fears, and warned
tlîem that if the tauks of the Government were to li.
safely âcomplished, if crime and intemperance were
to bie reduced, they muet provide for the education
of thc people." The new British Minuster of Educa-
tion, Mr. Fisher, in Stating his educational plans to
the House of Gommons, while, of course, hie doea not
ignore the essential, vital importance 'of enlighteried
public opinion in a democracy, takes the view that
education is also .an end in itself, and must in
justie be extended to ail classes of the community.
"It enabl7es'mcn and women," hle said, "to esape
from the oppressions of a difficult and somewhat
sordid life into regions of pure enjoyment; it dizpela
the lîîdeous clouds of clasu suspicion, and softens the
aspirations of faction."1 What a change from the
tirne w hen "Oie governing classes" regadded the idea of
the spread of education among, "the masses" -Witb
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