
28 Ther Treatment of the Sic/c.

that r would touch, him, and his father was very urgent C
with me to administer inedicine; but he was in se dan-
gerous a state, that I thought it prudent-to yield no
farther to-the: importúnities than to give the sick persdn
a fevdrops of Turlington's balsam i some wter I
therefore .Ieft themut was soon :caled back by the t
leud lanentations of the -womcn, and was rather appre-
hensive- that sone inconvenience might resuit from my
compliance with the-chief's request. ,On my return I
found the'native physiclans usy in practisjng their
skill n art on :the patient. They blew on hlm, and
then whit1edgät times they pressed their extended fi. <
ger withWall thiWstrength on his stoxiïath; thèy-also
put their fore-figers doubled into bismônth, and t

edf*trtfrom tieir ownith great ilence into C
et fc * f spree-e opérations th rtched

s u f f e r e r Oa s h eeu n ¾ t o s t r b n w e n

they weieconehidedhe wn
witha newr*c iade of the skinrof lyn. t had ob-
served that his belly and breast were covered withscars,
and I understodd that they *ere caused by a custom
prevalIent amông them ef applnymg pieces of Iighted*1 tcachwuod te their feshi laorder te relieve pain or de-
monstrate their courage. He was uow placed ona
broad pln1, and caried by six men inte the woods,
where I was invited to accompany them I oul4 not
conjecture what weuld be thetend of this ceremony, par-
ticularly as I saw one man carry fire, another an axe,
and a. third dry wood I was, indeed, disposed to-, sus-
pect that, as it was their custom te brum tht dead, they
inte»ded te relieve the poor man from bis pain, and per-
forai -the sM last duty of sùrvlving affection. When
they mhaddvanced a short distance into the wood, they
laid hiua upon a .clear spot, and kindled a ,re agains
bis back, the physidan theb began to scarify the ulcer
wyith a -very blunt instrument, the cruel pain of Vbich


