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28 . Their: Trearment of -the Sick.

that I would touch. him, and his ﬁxther was very urgent
with me to administer -medicine; but he was in so dan-
gerous a state, that' I thought it pl‘udent to yield no
farther to-the irportunities than to glve the sick person.
a few-drops of Turlington’s balsam in some water. .. I
therefore left them;-but was soon called .back by ‘the

-loud lamentations of the women, and was rather appre-

hensive that some inconvenience might result from my
compliance with the: chief’s. request.. .On. my return I
found the native physicians busy in practising. their’
skill and “ait on ‘the patient. They blew on him, and
then whistled ;; at times they pressed their ‘extended fin-
gers ‘withiall their “strength on his-stoihach ;: i they- also
put: their - fore-ﬁngers -doubled " into’ his “mouth; * -and
spouted water: from~their own "with: great wiolence into
his face.’To support ‘these ‘operations- thie" wretched
sufferer was ‘held ‘up in a sitting: postitre;_-and - ‘when
they were conclided, he ‘was laid down and ‘covered
with a new robe miade of the skinof Iynx. T had ob-
served that his belly and breast were covered with scars,
and I understood that they were caused by a custom
prevalent among them of’ applymg ‘pieces of lighted:
tonchwood to their flesh, i m ‘order to ‘relieve pain or .de-

monstrate their . . courage... "He' was now, placed. on~a
broad plank, and carried by six men into the woods,
wherel was mv:ted to accompany them. I could not
conjecture ‘what would be ‘the-end of this ceremony, par-
ticularly, as 1 saw one man,carry fire, another an. .axe, -
and a_ third. dry wood. I _was, indeed, dlsposed to- sus-

pect thax, ‘ds it was their custom to burn the dead, theyA
intended to relieve the poor man from_ his pain, and. per-
form_ -the séd last duty. of surviving affection. -“When
theyhadadvanced a short distance -into the wood, they
Iajd him: upon a clear spot, and kmdled a fire against
his back, the physician then began to scamfy the ulcer
with a.very blunt instrument, the cruel pain of “Which




