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10 ‘ THE CANADIAN BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONAR Y

ville, arl was called to the bar of Uppci-'(, nada in 1837. He pmctwed many years at BlOC]\-

ville, and rose to distinetion in the Jegal profession.

© Mr. Richards was clected i Benchier of the Law Socicty in 1849 ; was ereated a Qucen’s
Counsel the next year; was a member of the ExccutivezCouncil of Canada, and Attorney-
Genéral for Upper bunudu-—-—mcccc«lxnrr Robert Buldwin—from October 28, 1851, to June
22,1853, when he was appointed to succeed the Hon. R. B, &ulhvan as a Puisne Judge of
the Court “of Common Pleas; held that position until July ..3, 1863, when he was pro-
moted to Chief Justice of that Court, vice Hon, W. H. Draper, th}nsfcrred to the Court of
Queen’s Bench, On the 12th of November, 1868, Judge, Richards suecceded Mr. Draper as
Chief J ustice of Onmno, tho latter chommu‘ President of the Court of Error and Appeal.  He
was appointed Chief Justice of the Supteme Court- of the Donumon Octobu 8, 18753, and
retived January 10,1879, T

* During his pwlonr«,d Judmul carcer,” said the Cunu,rlum Monﬂal J, « wlnlc he was still en

~ the Supxcmc Beneh, he has established an enviable uputatwn for abxhty and cr udition. His

suavity of temper, his good humor, and-singuiar clearness and - perspicuity of mind, have

made him universally popular with the bar and the peoplu, and he has never, so f‘u as our

wCmory Serves-us, unpanetfthc confidence ,1L~posed in his mtcrruty and acumen.”

In uddxtwn to his labors on~the Bench, Judge Richards has often been called upon to -

discharge other nnpoxtunt dutw In 1874 he was appointed Albltmtor on behalf of Ontario;

for tli scttlement of the north-west boundary of that Provinee, lemgmnw the position two years -
"thc He was Dcputy-Govemoz of Canada during the absence of the Earl of Dufferin in
Blltlbh Culumbm flom July 29 to October 23, 1876. He sat for Leeds in the. Canadian ’

Aascmbly from J mmq.ry, 1848, till he was placed on the Beneh in June,1853.  He was knighted
by Her Majesty the Queen;in 1877, as we léamn from the © Parhamentm Yy Compamon from
which 1 we gather Thost of thc data for this b]\(,tc.h Crer '

In Octobier, 1846, ])ebomh Cutlmum, duwrhtm of Juhn Muirhead, Ba.rustez-at law

"’ Nm"'mu Ontauo and a great- (rmnddauwhtcr of (Jnl John: Butlel of « Bublel b\-Raﬂ"’Ll’\

_ became tlu, wife of Judge Richards, and they hme hvc cluldxcn three sons and two daurrhtels
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MO\TG t,h(, men of hwh dxstmcblon whosu names “are assocmtc(l with the Domunon and

- who Tave added impulse to its pmmesq the R[GHT HoNORKBLE Sm FREDLRI(,h

'lL‘\ll’Lh holds an cwinent place,

Bufow the appointment of Lord Duﬂmm to the a,dmxmsbmbwn of Ca,na,dxa,n uﬁ'aus thcu,
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