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A YOUTHFUL FAULT. .

. N .
Grann a good name with steadfust care;
Onee wounded, it a sear must bear, .
T At which; though wash'd with litter lcnrs, S L
The world will point in after years, | d :

And tell \\lmt pl.u.cd it

Tm, mnsmnducb of du) may mu\\e lhc mis
‘of a life} Lhe fute and fortune of & man nre ol'lcl
mllucmc(l b) u single pussuge in the commence-
‘ment of his career; nuuumle of conduct once for-
| potten—one vice indulged in, or one crime com-,
. mitted,~cven if riot persc\trcd in but mslnnlly
repenlcd of witl not merely lenve n blot 1ipon the
consclenw, but’ possibly (lurken his pnlh for.the’
“reminder’ of his existence.  Error is certain to
brmrv' its punishment; but who can tell how henvy
let punishment may be? If we forfeit the con=
trol over our “destiny which an unsw erving course
of virtue and prudence in some degree atfords vs,
wu resemble the magician in the tale, who is torn
to pieces Ly tho fiend he lind suliered to escape }
lns power, sy
. Frederick Rose was the onl) child uf u retired 2

3

3

7 officery n widower. Like many of his class, he
was entirely dependent on the pittance called hall

. pay. . Me spent the last yoars of his life in giving

i lis son, the sole nssistance in his power, an ex-
cellent education.  Poor Frederick, on the eve of
manhood, wasleft nlone in the world, without even
the menns of studying for profession suitable to
“his st.mon and nequirements; he dmerfull), how-

", ever, necepted the offer of o seat in Lhe counting
“room of & wholesale house in London. Mis plcns-
ing ddress -and ‘superior manners -'m ed him o’
con.lml W elt.omc inn \cr) respcct'lbl(. cotn\mcrcml
circle,

Those \\ho hn.\c had cxpeucncu of “Tife in' El
London, are well u\ of t.hc temptations to'
/expense which beset a'yo uth in Rose's situation,

nml hcn\' cnsnlg y wlthoun ev on’ dlppmg \ory (leepl)

Seiny, \'ul_. 1, \o. 12)

.nately lhc nature of his dutics plnced money at -
-l times m. his disposal:
.bezzlement or (llshonest}, he “quickly foun(l hlm
“self deficient in u sim which he hnd no' mu.nns of’

never lmn"’mtd the (,Oml'ﬂlsbIOll of n'mean netion,

G(-

there.

.CO'lll‘St‘i, .slcndcr supcnd m-13 be c\ccmled' K

oty und Lompnmunublc turn, un(l without expe-
rience of the world, Fredericl was often thrown
intothe socu.r._) of persons whose income permitted :
inclulgences he was not able to bear. - Unfortu-

without thinking of em

muking. good. Fearfal of m.lmo\\'lctl'ruw tho
truth, the anru(lu)t young man dt.fcrru(l mukm"
it known till a settlement ol‘ his, uuounts dmo-
vered his (lquuem,).

Ihe managing pavtner of the firm, himself a
youug mun, and of u harsh and imperious dispo-
sition, told hin in pluin terms that he should muke
an example of hini, - Ile reproached him so se-
verely that the poor fellow, in his consciousness
of not having intended dishonesty, would not even
beg for merey. ]!uwcr(.r, to his horror and usto~
nishment, he wns 1-mnud|ntcl_y placed in tustody
and brought befare @ magistrate, and after a henr-
ing, wos rcmmuled for further ctnmlnnu' i; but -
in lhc mean time, the senior partners, dlsnppro v
ing of the extreine mensures rosorted to by Mr.
’lhompson, dcclmed furlhur proccedl "s, nud hu
was set b hbcrl. \

Imn"mu the t.clmgs of u )oun'r man ezlucntcd -
in the slnctes: prmulplcs of honour. who had |

at having bq.ou suluuuul to ‘the polhmn-' eluteh
of the cullous thief-tuker, and the i ignominy of
standing o criminal at the bar of Justice room,
in prcsom.u toy of some of ;the fuen(la and inti-




