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veil and permitted n3 to look into the holy city,
the first und most prominont porson wo behold 18
tho Lamb, A Lamb asif He had been slain, a
Lamb worthy to opon tho sealed book and to lovk
therom; a Lamb sitting on the same throno as God.
That glorioug city, both now and millions of ages
hence, will bave no noed of the sun, neither of tho
moon, to shise in it, for the glory of God will
lighten it and the Lamb will bo tho light thoroof.

It is most intoresting to rvad in the seventh of
Rovo'ations the angels’ song of blessing and glory,
wisdom and thanksgiving, etc., unto our God for-
over and ovor, and then turn and hear tho un-
numbured multitude of all nations and kindreds
and tongues in white robes standing before tho
throne and beforo the Lawnb who cried with a lond
voice, aaying, Salvation to our God who sittoth
upon tho throne and unto the Lamb. Angels had
no salvation in their sons, but scemed intereested
in tho songs of tho redeemed who had washed their
robes and made thom white in the blood of the
Lamb, whu over fecds them and leads them to
living fountains of water, whilo God wipes all toars
from thoir oycs. Reader, shall you and I join the
overlasting song! He was elain for us, This is
cortain.

Original Contrilmtions,

UNITY.

Oneness among professed followers of the Lord
Josus Christ is very desirable, and especially as it
is intimated in the prayer of the Redeemeor of men,
as recorded in the 17th chapter of John'e eatimony,
that on this oneness depends the world’s belioving
that the Father had sent the Son.

There seems, nlso, to be a desire among the
believors that this end should be attainad, and
sometimes, when there are two churches in a com-
munity, between which there exists oven one point
of agreement, or similarity, we have found the
wide-awake pastor of one of the churches saying,
* T'here is so little difference between your church
and mine that they ought to be one.” But, by
observation, having learned something of the
religious spirit of the age as manifested, wo are
strongly reminded of the saying of ome, who, on
hearing it said ¢ the husband and wifo are ore,”
sagely asked, “But which is the one1”

When you hear the pastor of a church saying to
tho metwbers, or some of the members of another
church, “ Your church and ours should be one,”
it generally, if not always, moans your church
should lose ita identity and allow its membership
to be absorbed by my church.

‘While among the standard-bearers of the religious
parties to-day, there seems to be a desire for union,
it is only a seeming deare for union. Itis not a
willingness on the part of each and all to give up
thewr peculiarities and allow Christ, and Christ
alone, to rule through His word in their hearts,
lives and churches, but rather a desire on tho part
of each that all the others should comu to his plat-
form — Episcopalien, Methodiat, Presbyterian,
Baptiat, otc. But this, iustead of opeming the way
to Christian union or unity, just hedges more
offectunlly against it, Ha! says onw, ¢ They are
not goiog to make us all Presbyterians, Baptists or
Methudiats. Our Episcopal platform is the true
platform. Wo are the true church, with the true
Apostolic succession and ordination. I assure you
if there is a uniun at all, 1t must be on tho Epis-
copal platform.” And *¢so also say thoy all.”
Thus they hedge the way. Thus they sccure the
fences. Thus they destroy the possibility of the
prayer of tho blessed Jesus,—** Thar they all may
be made one,"—bewng assured as faras they havo
power so to do.

Thero nover can be unity among believers, nor,
in that hne, anything more than a sham —a make-
beliove—so long as the thirty-nino articles, ote.,
with the book of Common Prayor, and not the
Bible, rules the Protestant Episcopal church; whilo
that old, tottering standard, the ** Westminster
confession of faith,” and not the Bible, iz made
tho test of fullowship for mombers in the Presby-
terian church, and that to which ministors must
subsctiby when being inducred as ** shopherds™ of
congregations in the said church; while ¢* the book
of diecipline is mude tho standard of orthodoxy by
which the soundness of members and ministors is
tested in the DBlethodist shurch; whilo the door
into the commuuion - f the Baptist church is made
8o narrow that even ackngwledued Chnistians,
childron of G d aund heirs of heaven, whether bap-
tized or unbaptized, cannot find admittance, if not
ot the samo particular *‘faith and order,” with
names on a Baptist registor.

Before unity, or even a respectable union can be
obtained, all of these and whatovor olso oxists as
tests of fellowship, but which stand on human
authority alone, however large and respectable the
sect which puts it forth, must go ‘* to the moles
and to the bats,”— go into that oblivion to which
it rightfully bolongs and pormit the Bible and the
Bib)e alone—that which God has given to be ‘*a
lamp to our feot and a light to vur path,”—the
chart of life, to be alone tho test of fellowship, the
bond of union-—that by which we may be bound,
one to another, in Christian love and to Christ our
living head.

When, O when, will the time come in which
believers in the Lecrd Jesus Chrise may come
together in united offort, without the necessity of
each suppressing that which ho may hold most dear?
The time 1t which they will bo abla to keep the
unity of the spirit in the bond of peace, all being
able to say together, ¢ There is one body and one
spirit, even as you are called in one hope of your
calling; vne Lord, oue faith and one baptism; one
God and Fatber of all, whe is above all and through
all and in you all.”

When that time comes, there may bo union
(vnity) without jealousy, there may bo united
effort without solfishness; an effort to save souls,
without thinking of the narrow limits of our parti-
cular congregation. Then we may see mon and
women couverted to Christ and not to creed; and
the Christ apirit, and not the spirit of party ruling
evory life, and tho theme of Bethlohem's plains
finding glad fulfilment, in a song arising from
hearts onriched by brotherly kindness and charity,
« Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace
and good will toward men.” 0.B. E.

REPLY T0 P. P.

Wo consider the question of P. P., in the Feb-
ruaty number of THE CHRISTIAN one that is of
great importance—if not the greatest importance.
The question showe plainly that P. P. ia conacious
of the fact that a church that is not reaching out
after the lost ones and briuging them into the fold
of Christ 18 not fulfilling the mssion of the church;
and ought not to be cunsidered of any uss to tho

-Lord or to the world, We are glad that P. P. has

asked this question, because it may help us to sce
the great need of the age, and load us to mest the
demand of the Church of Christ. Nc greater mis-
take can be made than to suppose the design of the
church 1s fulfilled when wo attend to its order of
worship and maintain its sacred ordinances, The
important mission of the church is that of fishing.
s Follow me,” says vhe Saviour,  and I will make
you fishars of men.” The disciples on the shores
of Galilco were busy mending their nets when the
Saviour found thom. \ould it not bo straoge

indecd if thoso disciples considered that their work

! or mirsivp was fulfilled by romaining in their fish.

houses riending nots ! Aud yet urs thuse not theso
who suppose if they moot in the house of the Lord
and attond to the worship and keep their thenlogi-
cal nots in good repair, that they have fulfilled
their mission? A good net or a good theology iz
of no account unless it is used for catching fsh.
The commaud of the Lord is to go outinto the
highways and hudges and catoh men aud bring
thom into the feast.

Wo tind that men are degraded and degenorated
by the personal touch and sympathy of the indi-
vidual. To elevato them we must adopt the samo
method, Wo learn this leseon from the lifo of
Cbrist. His talk with the woman at the well
toaches us tho misaion of the Christian and the only
succossful manner of reaching and saving othors.
There 18 & wonderful uplifting power in tho per-
sonal influence of a friend, The writer when quite
young attended a protracted meeting, Ho listened
to the preacher and to the exhortations of the
brethren unmoved. Ove day while at work in tho
ghop, Bro. Setlif Minard, of blessed memory, camo
in and ontered into a pleasant porsonal conversation.
His interest and deep sympathy reached the heart.
Never will that visit and that conversation be for-
gotten.

‘The histary of every successful shurch is sufficient
to establish this fact, ¢ e¢., that personal coutact,
personal iofluence, and personal sympathy, is the
trne line of success. The writer was well acquain-
ted with a church that began with ounly seven dis-
ciples—four men and three women. They were in
the midst of the bitterest opposition. They went
to work in the fishing business, fishing for souls.
They studied the Baok and the nature of men and
became all things to all meu that they might catch
or win thewm to Christ. Wo give one case to illua-
trate their manner of work, A husband and wife
came into the meeting. They wors fond of singing.
The brethren caught on to this feature of their
nature at onca. A fow ovenings later the brothren
appointed a sing at one ¢f their homos. The hus-
band and wife were invited; they came. Later on
a sing was appointed at their own home; the breth-
ren wore there. They had a pleasant social time.
They were caught, They became very useful mam-
bers of the Church of Christ. That church soon
incroased from seven to seventy-tive without any

regular preacher. Other churches have been built
up in this way.

Let those dear brethren who have been worship-
ing the Lord ¢ lo these tnany years,” study the life
and example of Christ and tho nature of the people
with whom they live and the art of fishing, and
then lot them use their perzonal infiuence upon the
hearts of others, they will then scon see the salva-
tion of precious souls. We may well doubt our
own salvation if we are not using our own influence
for the good of others. Selest some une person or
mors, pray daily for thew, cowms in touch and aym-
pathy with them. Invite them to meeting and then
do what you cun to make the meeting pleasaut and
interesting; then and unly theu will the worship of
the Lord’s house be acceptabie and profitable, ‘The
abgence of this anxiety aud stronyg desire for the
salvation of man is a sure sign of spiritual Jdeath,
The wealth and worth and soundness of the church,
as well as the individual, must be.moasured by its
interest and anxiety fur the salvation of the world,
When a church ceases to use its personal influence
and contact with the world for its gnod and redemp-
tion, thon it becomos sick aud ueeds to take freely
of the heavenly peracription given in Rev. iii. 18.

- H. MoORRAY.

There ave people who, if they carried out a
twontioth of tho promises made to the Lord in
prayor-meetings, would give ten dollars to Ris
cause—where now they givo nothing,




