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REFUGE! REFUGE!! REFUGE
&?‘{%ghe Lord spake unto Moses, saying. Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto

L)

"

en ye be come over Jordan into the land of Cunaan; then ye shall appoint you
cities of refuge for you."—Nua. xxxv. 9-11L

figg . cient times there were places of re-
Rijly ot under the cover of religion the
Irog. 20 unfortunate found shelter and
Iugy "0 This right of shelter and im-
I’\dy Yag enjoyed by cer.ain places re-
red, such as groves, temples,
) and the protective power commoniy
Yoy, 1““‘” over a considertvle district
Yrveg bh° holy spot, heing walled and pre-
g R Y great penaltics. Among the Greeks
r}’lu,x"‘"{’)a‘}s the nunber of these places of
y " Ctame in thme, very great, and led
s ¢ 10 g frosh increase of erimiiala,
“nity up“gan custom passed into Cluisti-
%G@J&ll-‘: as the time of Constantine
*‘!lu,“u » When Christian Churches were
% outy, O the unfortunate persons whom
Mgg, “{{e@ law or powerful encinies pur-
u‘llﬁle of““-“ privilege prevailed in the
1 ) Cathiolie Christendom, and was
N (] Undimicished, at least ju Italy,
Y, ang & the papul independence remain-
nght % must Le acknowledged that this
eted Veneficially in ages when
ub;‘“f! revenge predominated, and
o bug 20n3 were less common than
in?"'t o s tendency to trmsfer power
ﬂi“ﬂ“‘ls ’:;i!glstrzz.:e to thg pricsthood was
thg%dv ndth'e Jnviolability of law and
Privji, dIninistration of justice, so that
Bovgrn o€ has been abrogated by most
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; g the Jews the six citiesof Refuge
o, . Semblance to the asylum of the
1. Vs, and were established with &

view to abate the evils which ensued from
the okl established rights of the blood-
avenger, and thereby to further the preva-
lence of a mild, gentle, and forgiving
apirit.  To any of these rix cities a person
who had unawares and unintentionally
siain any one might flee, and if he reach-
ol it before he was overtaken by the
avenger of blood, he was safe within its
shelter, provided he did not remove more
than a thousand yards from its circuit, nor
quit the refuge till the decease of the high
priest under whom the homieide had taken
place. If he had transgressed these pro-
vigions, the avenger might lawfully put
himm to death. Before, however, the
fugitive could avail himself of the shelter
conceded by the laws, he was to undergo a
solemn trial and make it appear to the
satisfaction of the magistrates of the place
where the homicide was committed, that it
was purely acdldental. Should he, how-
ever, be found. to have been guilty of
murdar, he was delivered into the hands of
the avenger of blood that he might die.—
An1 the [sraelites were strictly forbidden to
spare him, either from consideration of
pity, or in cousequence of any pecuniary -
ransom.

Paseing from Seripture to the authority
of the Rabbins, we are informed that in
order to give the fugitive all possible ad--
vantage in his flight, it was the busimess of
the S8anhedrim ta make the roads that led
to thecitias of refuge convenient by en-
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