. Periscope.—Abscess of t/z,e Liver.

.

a dense white cartilaginous appéarance, to the depth of from haif
an inch to an inch and.a balf ; hardest towards the surface, and
correspondingly softer towards the cenire. A soft adiposc-looking
tisaue is next ¢bserved, distinct from the other, bat having an ap.
pearance of gradual transition. Loose pule fat incision is carried
decper, when loose cellular tissue is met with, infiltrated with a
serous.looking fluid, which rapidly coagulates, and becomes like
jelly, at a heat'of 84° Fahr. 'This exists in enormous quantities,
and requires to be removed, in order, o proceed with the dissection:
.The-muscles are found pale.looking, and rather atrophied,'in some
eascs considerably so, and with much fat and “cellular tissuc
arcund them, 'The.veins, except the larger ones, are diminished
ineize, aud appear less numerous, the superficial ones being
almost obliterated. The arteries are sinall, compared with what
might be expected from =i wbnormal hypertrophy of the parts
they supply. Thenervesare samcwhat flattened by compression.
The outer skin is nut at all mobile 7 it scems glued to the part ;
the thickness becones less marked towards the borders of the foot.
When a'portion of the skin is femoved, ahd sliced horizontally, it
scems to be composed of layers, and has the appearance of sheets
of pastcboard, soaked ‘and firmly compressed “together, = The
epidermis is less affected than the cutis vera, which has the phy-
sical characters of marked hypertropliy, aitbough’ the epithelia of
the formerare greatly enlarged, and present an appearunce not
unljke the scales of & fish.— Lancet November 7, 1846 © 7

ABSCESS OF THE LIVER, POINTING BETWEEN
“ THE SIXTH AND SEVENTHRIBS. -
. Reported by W. Sxira, Esq., Surgeon,
Fellow of the Royal-Medical and Ghirurgical Society af Lon-
‘den, and Consulting sirgesn-accoucheur to. the Bristol Dis-
pensary. - A : : o

~‘Anne B 5 aged forty-one, married, was admitted
to the Bristol Dispensary, September 1st, 184€, and became
a’palient. under the care of T." Martin, Xsq., surgeon to
that institution, from whom the histery of ihie case has been
obtained.,, . .. o . Lo R
.Symploms on admission.—A. dull continued pain, increas-
ed by deep inspiration; on the right side. It extended from
the hypochondriae region upwards to the fifth or sixth rib,,
and from the sternum backwards ‘o the costal angles. There'
was ‘eedematous 'swelling, ‘Wwithodt defined margin, over
the "same exient, with' tefiderness on pressure, greatest
between the sixth'anid eighth ribs, about one inch aud 4 half
.external to the stérnum..” The whole'of the right side -of the
thorax exhibited’ some .dulness en. percussion, .which was
pecaliatly evideiit at the lower.part. ‘There was diminished
vespiratory. urmur, -bronchial respiration on- the affected
side,:and, slightly: puerile respiration on the opposite ones
T'he heart’s sounds’were distinctly head op thie right side
of the'chest.- Thie tongue-is pale and flabby, coated-at the
back part..." The pule 80, small;'weak; and jrritable; coun:
ance:is;muddy, and rathér expressive of anxiety, with'a
_heayy ‘expression of fhe 8yes! coldness and slight ¢dema of
the.éxtremities'; bowels very ifregnlar | mofions clay-colour:
ed 3 urine high-coloutéd and scanty j.no.abdominal tender-
ness-3. short dry: cough, -and: some.dyspnea, .- Her:gemeral
positien ;is semi-recumbent, but she is able:to. lie down :jw
any-way.exception:the -rightside, .~ There :afe thirst; loss
;).f appetite, and absence of.sleep, withzanimia‘and emacia®
lo"."“‘ E P ’. - ., .:. K ., ) il -
Previous- history.—She*:

- ¢

? - heistatéds (5 “4s “Mr. ‘Martin'
cottid” collect; for she’ inanifestéd "mdch! mWéntal hébetude;)
_that about four months“sifite, $he “fitst’félt the pain, which
hdd since gradually increased, her health;'préviously good,
faijing. in the same, proportion:. SHortly alter this date, she
applied.at St.:Peter’s -Hospital, ‘and. was there=hlistered,
-and,,by her.deséription; also .slichtly ptyalized : but fiom
: this,and ; subsequéent- lreatment she “received . little’ benefit.
- She:hadibéen dismissed; on'refusing o enter. the- housey

T

‘| converted into the' sdc of dn enormibus abscéss; containi

. Treatment.—Ordered, mercury with chalk,.and castor
oil ; followed by soda gentian. o .
Sept. 3rd.—Bowels freely acled on by the oil, but mo-
tions still elay-coloured ; pulse very small, 90; the other
symptoms -unaltered.  Ordered, ten leeches; a mixture of
carbonate of ammonia, rhubarb, and gentian ; and five grains
of Plummer’s pill night and morning. "
- Sth.—Felt b i her less si

etter ; pain rat ince the leeches;.
urine. healthier, and in larger quantity; tongue cleaner;
pulse 80, rather more full. The local symptoms otherwise
unaltered. Treaiment to be continued, with the addition,
of a’blister on the 7th inst. o D
9th.—(Edema has subsided, leaving a more circumscribied:
swelling, extendingover the sixth, seventh, and eighth
ribs, and aboui- the size of the palm of the hand ; at the
lower margin- of this swelling, indistinct -fluctuation could:
be felt.- The other symptomns were much as before, with:
the exception of slight tenderness on pressure over the region-
of the liver, which had not been the case previously. The:
secrelions were improved. Mr. Martin found, on very
close questioning as to any injufy,” that shortly before she
became ill, between five and six months since, she had re-,
ceived 2 kick on the back part of the right hypochondrium.
Orgercd quinine'daily, and a pill.of extract of henbane at;
bedtime. - . ) s :

10th.—Feels rather befter ; sleep improved. From this:"

-} time to.the 13th, Mr. Martin saw ner daily, and she sedmed -

slowly improving in all respects but the pain, which remain-:
ed*the same. ' o S
On Sunday,'13th, at five p.x., Mr. Martin was suddenly”
called to her, as she had been seized in the night with pain -
in" the bowels, which had been getting worse’ ever since.),
He found her with a pale and extremely anxious counten-;
ance ; pulse 110, scarcely preceplible; extremities cold ;.-
.pain increased on pressure, especially in the left hypogastric '
region ; surface: cold and clammy ; howels not acted on for::.
twenty-four.'hours, and ro urine: had passed - for.the. same-
time, although-the bladder was not distended. Administered -
half an ounce of brandy . with some hot water -at once, and -
ordered warmth and friction to the extremities.” A dose of*
;astor oil'to be given, and aromatic spirit 6f ammonia every ©
our. vosTe Rt T R s
14th.—Teq a.1r.: Felt somewhat betler: pain less ; bowels..”
acted on ; less tendency to collapse. ‘Continue treatmen
Eight p.m.: Found her’ again changed., | 'She wa$ rapidly..

sinking,.and died i the night,, ., -
> Post mortem, twelve hours -after’ death;
andmyself.—~The body is'satlow, and sonrewhat emaciatg
The tumour- évidently contains fluid ;-but'seems about one-
half tilled, Mi. Martin obsétved “that it was_fotmerly guite
teise., “On making pressuré. gver ‘the region of the liver,:
the sivélling’becamé much more prominent.. On dissecting’;
the integuments from’ {he ‘tumour, 1t ‘was found “to-contain;;
puis,:supplied from an opening between the sixth.and seventh-~
ribs, about:-the shape, and a-little larger in size, than an:
‘almond._"There was .permanent adhesidn between the'per-
itonzum lining the: diaphragm-and abdomiral parieties, and
'that covering the superior surface, right exiremity, and dn-
‘terior margin of the liver: - -The right-lobe”of the liver:wis
enormou : 08,38
néar as we couldjudge, about thrse pintsof pus.’ It‘,ekt:nf

ed up to the firth"rib, haviig pished the  diaphragm before,
it,.and “compiessed the lung..” The pus had formed a pas<
sage along the' process.of peritongum, extending' from the,
diaphragm ;to " the upper 'suzface-of the, liver..- It .had ihen
passed through the substance.of: the diaphragm, had separa
ed the periostetm: from, the Seventh-riby to the extent of two:
Jinches, and forming an oval aperture betweeil-the-sixth ‘and;
‘seventh ribs; eventually produced the-external abscessunder
the-integuments. of the :thorax.”” On examinilig the thoiaX,:

aboat three “weeks before MrviMantin' saw'her. .~ Since that
‘period the swelling had‘made its"appedrance. - ;
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touglh. pleurit

icadhiesions Were -found éxisting on thé right.



