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and pro:3per and thuB i lefniflod thi
promise,

"TEX 11ARNS SHIALL BE PFILLED W=TI

PLY.NTY and thy preses shaUl buxst ou
wvith new wvinej." individuals, families
congregations that bave honored thi
Lord wvitl titeir substance bave alway
1)een blessod and prospe'ed. True ther
are those wbe inerease ia substance an<
do not hioner the Lord nith it. But be
cause they grow ricli thoy are not neces
sai-ily prospered. Their hearts are se
on wYealth and Godt perînits them to gel
mhat they deaire but their wealtb ie t
thema a, ourse.

lIn the history of the Jows -%e findi
stiking illustration of this truqvv ve have
been considering. Tbey were requireè
to give largely for religlous purposes,
one-tenth to God in sacrifice and temple
service, etc. Axîd as the tribe of Levý
wcre given no inheritance, the land beini
ail given to the other tribes, -who werf
in return to give a tcnth to tho Levitei
f3r tijeit support, ev cry piumi~ Jew thuw
gave one-difth of bis incomne. Do an3
think or say, wbat a burden ! How pooi
it ivould mak-e thom Not 8e, tbey bad
abundance. As long as they honored thE
Lord ivitb their substance, their store.
bouses wcre literally filled with plonty.

But fulluiw tht.ir ]îistory. Af ter a time
tbey bee-une worldly, selfiah, greedy.
They neglectcd the Levits, wbose share
of the land they had, thcy negleoted tbex
tithos to the service of God. Thoy did
net bring the first fruits to R:ixn biutga-ve
Mlm the hast the refuse, the lame, the
torii, the mnainmod, that 'ivhich wias no
good te thomselves. Wliat noiv? Did
tbey grow% ricli in substance? Just tbe
reverse:- thcy were- poor. The blight,
the rust, the mildew spoiled the standing
graan, the locusta ate up ail tbe green
fruite, tbe grapeï f eU before thie y 'were
ripe. the fioeks wero eut off froni tbefold,
aid the bords died in tho stail. God's
judgmeiits w.ere lîeavy because of their
sin of witbluolding £.rom Hxfm Ris juet
due.

o What a losson ! Row k3low the Chris-
tian world is te bears it. le sot God al-
ways the mime ? le net titis sin as abhor-

Srent te Hlm-te-day as it wus in tbe days
of Irael? ,And will He flot visit the sin
iHo he sanie 'judgementa to-day that
R id thon ? No thouglhtful porson cau

8read tbe bistery o! God's dea1iiýgs with
H Iie aucient peoplo, and sot be forced to
the conclusion that simsilar judgements
are abroad in the eartb to.day for sintilar
sis.

bLet us honor ths Lord by giving Hlm
our bearts and our lives., Let -us honor
Hini in our thouglhts, words, deeds, honor
Hlm %,ith our substance and Hoe vil

l bonor us in the proeet lifo andabundant-
lybhonor us Nith a'place at -Eis rightbhand
la Ris beavenly kingdonm.

T.Hi. M.

1 The wondlerful story of New Japan ba
hot ypt cdiased te chearm and interest tbe

r world. It isone of the romauces of

The. revolution las been i o -sudden and
complete, and the breaking aivay from
old id=a and customs se radical, that

isead obsevatbristinsh.vewatoh-
cd wvith painful solicitude te se whether
truc Chistian culture or godless science
and phulosoply shoulc& gve direction te

the nwly wake e lastiermindand
oharacter of tis itollîgentecople. Thiere
las beenmuchtoencourag Tnde-assure;

* inny of the -principal -sebools are under
tbe caro of Christian mon; ntasy of the
leadiagimon are teLemslçes favorable tM
Chistianity, and some- of them bave beon
educatedin Europe and Àrnorica; the

*progress of Christianity has bèen more
rapid than in auy oCher EastoruCountry;
a Christiai literaro is gradualy. grow-

iaup ; the New Testament isn ow
trasL-ted, into Japanese and is circu]ated
bytens ef-thousande of copies-, aùd dur-
isg-thc paat year there bave been some
qiute renarkable,-opular movoînents ln

tt% dretin f hrstianity. As many
an four thousand persons bave met for a
wlbole day in the open air ln Tokio to disi-
cnes thc Cbristian religion, a company of
educated natives haveoavtdhenission-
ary at Robe tegive.apubhiolocttrein the

Ithoatre, andlotiiorinstances ofwidespread


