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feeling, or emotion, or affection, in the :

utwletected waning of love for Christ, the
relaxing of the heart's cliep on hin, in
the msidious stealing in of the world - it
i8I0 these merest beginnings of spiritual
degeneration, these slightest tendencics
toward wrong, that the vreatest danger
Iier,  And it is here that we should do
our keenest watching. It there is no be-

ainning of evil there will be so full-,

wrown sin.  If thereis no breath of pois-
oned air admitted there will be no Lot
fever.  If there be no loss of first love
for Christ there will be no denial and
treachery further on.

<[t is the little rift within the lute
That by-and-Ly will muke the music
mute,

And ever-widening slowly silence all,
The little rift within the lover's lute :
Or httle pitted epeck in garnered fruit

That, rotting inward, slowly moulders

all.”

If the little rift is mended at once there
will be no silent lute.  If the firat specks
of spiritual decay are detected there will
be no ruin by-and-by in: the once honored
character, bringing shock of pain and
shame to Christian hearts.

The sources of spiritual dangerare very
many ; indeed, they lie everywhere.
Our ~ery blessings, like: leafy trecs, nurse
in their shadow the noxious weeds and
vines of evil.  Spiritual prosperity often
breeds pride, self contidence, vanity and
eonceit.  Rich privileges frequently yicld
indolent habits, a critical spirit, worldly
tastes, exclusivism and kindred earthly
growths. The very happiness of the true
Eome-life which Cliristianity gives among
its best fruits has its perils. In the sat-
isfaction which its tender love gives to
the heart the sense of the need of God
and the hunger for his love too often
grows less.  1n our devotion to one an-
other in the houschold life we are in dan-
wer of slackening our devotion to Christ.
The sweetness of the home fcllowship
tempts us to give up the toils and sacri-
fices in Christ's service to which he calls
s,

blind our eyes to duty, no less urgent, to
others.  In more seuses than one may a
man's focs be of his own householil.

In the Church too, the same danger
enists, The Mount of Transfiguration
Lad its peril for the disciples. They

would have stayed there, holding the |

sablime vision and enjoying 1ts raptures,
but forgetting weanwhile the human
needs that warted at the mountain's foot
for them.  Weare all in the same dan-

Daty to our “‘own’ may sometimes '
#0 absorb our thought and energy as to:
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ger, and we are too apt to find such com-
fort and pleasure for owrselves in our
worship and our Christian  fellowship
that we become oblivivus to the soirows
and the woes of a suffering und perishin g
world outside,

The same is true of all blessinga. Dan-
gers lurk in their shadow. The same
sun's warmth that woos ont the fruits
; and 1ipens the harvests calls from the
ground the poison-plaunts and the useless
weeds.  The sam: heavenly warmth that
makes our lives abound in truits of right-
eousness fosters in the same soil the
growth of faults and evil things. This
truth indicates another point for honert
self-watchtulnese, a point too, at which
we are apt to suspect no danger. Hap-
pivess is very delicious and very desir
able ; the heart hungers for it. Spiritual
blessings brinz great peace to the life:
they are highly favored who dwell amid
them. But acondition without hardship
or struggle, and without unsatisfied
yearnings, it not the safest.

Never was there a time when there
was greater need than now for watchful-
ness jagainst doctrinal error. The air is
full of scepticism. It is in high fashion
to be a doubter. LEvery old truth has to
be questioned. Interrozation-points are
set up on every page of the Bible, even
over the most sacret beliefs. It is hard
to maintain that old-fashioned simplicity
of confidence which gave such deep,
| sweet peace to our fathers and mothers.
! Young people are pecularly in danger of
i losing the faith of their childhood. They

hear the Bible sneered at, the great facts
i of Christianity donbted,prayer ridiculed,
{ the Church maligued. There i need for
| unsieeping watchfulness over themselvea,
i lest doubt be admitted into their own
2 minds, thus destroying their peace,
l
i

blighting their dearest joys, and imperil-

ing all their hopes. It is 1ot the watch-
i fulness over ignorance or superstition
‘ that we commend. The Bible has noth-
"ing to fear from the fullest light of
science or philosophy and faith should be
intelligent.  The watchfulness that i3
pecded is against the mad spirit of scep-
Cticism wlich  would sweep away all
spiritual foundations regardless of their
quality. Nafety lies in standing with
firm, untrembling feet upon the rock of
Christian truth and clinging with unshak.
en confidence to the pereon of Christ
Loyalty here need fear nothing from the
fullest light of truth in cther <pheres. 1t
" i~ in the heart’s personal faith in the liv-
Ving Saviour that there is security. —
' Philadelpiia Prebyterian.



