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A TALE OFP RUSSIA UNDER NIOROLAS I.

lu ana et tho splendid palaces cf tule Russian capi-
tal, s tain Young girl tlirow liorsolf upon the crinison
ouionsg et s divan in tho embrasure of a largo win-
dciv. Alarrn ana anxiety veto depicted on ber features,
sud abe oonstantly claspa aud unolasped lier smnsl
bâads, sud narvouBly araseansu looked out int. the
street, aud thon roseated hersait as if waiting for soe
painftul intelligence. If was fIa fair Young Nafallo
fladetalci, the beauty efthe Russian court, upon wliom
nature aud fortune loa shwered cvery gift, sud for
whomn aven tba sterm festures et tIa Empaer Nicbols
wonld relax into somelhing like a amile as ha loked
upon ber beauty sud grace.

Hastily tle door openod, aud a young man a.
vanced toivards lier.

III an te lid yen farewell, N4atale," lie saa inl a
voice brokan Ly aniotion.

"01, MAeis1 n-baff il?"t cried the Yong girl.
"i have dimipieuas the 'Emparer, and ho has or-

aramy arrest."
"IThe Emper n-fi pardon yen-I will go te hlm,"

said aIe. " He n-f ual refuse me. Ho luas eways
beau so ind to me."

"AMasitmy Natalie. Ho n'il refuse yen fhis. The
Emparer Lalieves me conioerned la a conspiraoy, aud
he never torgives. I aua innocent , but ha wMl noti
balayae il. I kuon' not what la La ba doua witl me;
but if I an sent te Sibria-II

"4Ta Sibaria 1 Oh, Alexisa1 il canne t Le-il cannai

For s ifiomont neftler spolie. At laugili, with a
powerful effort at self-centrol, the young man said,
IlNatalie lot me place tbis ring npon yaur Lunger, sud
promise me thst yot n-hn -car it always lu moniory
o! nbal ny lovebas beau teyou. .thaEBmpaer wil
force Yeu te marry. I do ual n-laI the thought cf me
te malca Yen ain-sys n-retobcd.",

Re placed upen ber Lunger a ring, lu whlch w na
shugla eniarald of greai briuiancy.

IlDo not taira il off, nor resd the inscription, f11
yen hein certainiy fiat 1 bave beau Lsnished," Ire
sad. A shiver of biorror rau througi lier frame, but
buhent ou firmly: IlThon resd it ; it n-fI comfart
5en. New' I muet go. The Emparer alawa me
ibis interview, sud the surads arc awaiting me."

Ho clsaped lier convulsively te bis breast, lcxsad
lier bren' na lips, and laying ber !gontly upon the
divan passa ont. Iu the atroa thfe guards an'aited
hlm.

The words cf ber lover dia not doter Natalie from
attcnipting ta sava h_=. She sent s, petition te fie
Emporer, imploring an interview; but ift wua denia
bier. She wayl.aïa fie Eniprs.

ilMy uc'ar dld," said tha Empress, lrludly, ",i
would gladly faire Yen te the Empear, ov.en et tha
risk cf incurring lis displcassure ; but il la too laie.
Alexis Potezuda lias boan sent t. Sil4ania for lite."

Natalie hezad fi mot.
ilLift lier up,- saud the Enipras; "Ialie bas fsinted."
But Natalie had net faiuted. Slowly, but -oeo-

lutely, abe rose, and malaa s gea-tur af respectul mli-
mission te the Empresa, bogged les-vo ta retire.

monu Natali rescbea ber en-n spartmeni, alia
dren- from ber finger fie ring fiat Aexis lad piaoed
upon it, sud reat finscription carvea mpon t'he
ùmade in Frenc-"ýDeath le fie only consoler," it

Thoa le ne place more dneaay, mare terrible, ven
in imagination, ibmn the minas af Siberia.

Among flie condemued, iu a large quisellor mina
in the -rony beart of the country, ilousauds et -vtrta
[rom Si. Petersburg, dScpbd at lis daily toil a form
wbesa tail sud noble propor-tions aveu bis coare habit
=cacey abrouded. Ris delicato trame, r=nutd ta

labeur, sud ezpsed te Ilo rigcut ox au Arctic climate,
mea yieldod fa tho unlioathinesa of bis ecupztion;

,mdhe %vu astst siukiug under bis trials. Yes, deail
vua cme. geutio aath-aud lis boxeriepod with
amomeutiry jay.
The strnggle n-as mal long. A fan- days o! confiue-

meut ta s bard pilet, a fawn- ugîta cf mufforing, sud
the fi&t, wbiha aven an impial docroô could mot stop.
veut forth. Tha victini wus releasod.

Tbree mnnib afier ibis, fia Grand Chsmbozlain cf
Russia. ïresuis'd himsolf bc:.ro Mul£. Ratdeskt, sud
snmmana lier te île proence ci the Emparer.

wheu oondnctod te tlie palacze, Hie majosty dis-

misse the gontleman-in.waiting, and algned ber te
approaeh. Ris sterm fuatures were coanraoted by an
expression of deep displeasure.

IlWby dons Mademoiselle Itadetski wcar moura-
ing?" lie said. "«Does sue mourn for' conspiratars
wlio would subvert the Govarnment ana brins de-
struction aipon their country?"

"INo, sire," she answerad. IlI wcsr nxourning for
one whom your Majesty saw flt ta condeman, but to
wvhom, by yaur express oormanda, I proxnisa my
hand.",

",we will. net disouss the past, repiïd fthe czar,
coldy. 'II sent for you for a dlffnront ptu-pose. 1
have cliosen a husband for you."

"Meray, sire V' exclaimed Natalie, clasping her
bandaicnploringly. "Do not force meote niary."

IlForce, mademoiselle 1 t.hat is an ugly word. 1,
your Emper, reeommend your acaptauoe of the
suit of a young noblenian, of higli rank. Thora are
reouos of atate which make me axproeay deaire t hie
marriage. And, Natalie," lie added, bis harah tone
and manner softening visibly, "Igrief aboula not be
eternal. Life le not given ns te waste in iale sorrow
for wbst is irretnediable; ana new fiee will bring Yeu
solace, and, in fiie, liappineu&sî

As aIre pressedl ber banda te ber buaom, in a me-
mentary sasm of pain, ha observed the glittering
emera that encircla ber fingar.

- se splendia ajoeo ia barffly befitting a manring
garb, mademoiselle. May I rs the ring?"

Poor Natalie murmured faintly, 41 Your Majeaty
wMl not talae it froz nie?"

" will retuu i, raeae thre Emparer, as he ez-
amined thre inscription. ",Death, the consolerV h"oi
munrnate himsat "Yesdeathifath great bealerl
sud canifarter."

mas ri afeature eaxed inte an expressionet deap
pity as lhe remarked ber wasted appearance aud pallia
feutures; but nothing of tbis was perceptible in bis
tane as lie said, II la is y will, Mademoiselle, that
yen abould a mrriedl a month from this ay. The
tinie wil coa 'wlen yen wil thanli me for this deci.
moan. Youn anow retire."

As scon as Natalie baid left, the Emparer rang bis
bell for Dr. Seckendorf, bie favourito ph,)siciîn.

IIseckendaor,," sa the Czar, 4"sudan see Made-
moialde Badctski. Find out if ahe bas any organia
disease. Return bore aud report, but say nothing of
what yen observe te any one olse."

Iu a fow bours Dr. Seokendor! wu again admitted
te tihe presence of the Czar.

sHow: ia your patient ?"I inquired néisls.
"I fear veiy i, your Majesty. Sire bas n=aurism

of the hean."
"l thora any imniedinte danger?",
"TLaemaynualbe, if abe lenot cxcited. Btvo

lent agitation or grief may prove fatal."
-what bas onseil the disease?
I"'er constitution bas always beau frail; but I

think--,'o hao h enitatod.
-Ba wbat Yeu thinlc, sad thre cma, impatiently.

IIThon with your Majesty's permission. I think
tbSi thre sentence of Ceunt Patenikin was ber duthl-
blow."

The Czar paced bis cabinet impationtly. IISI.
wiUl Set aver il, Seckeudor. A burpy marniage wli
mîkoe ber forget aIl fxat. Thore la notLing like lisp-
phrasa for a vemsn7a healtb.

I do mot presinae te contraict your Mîjesty, but
I doubt wbet.her Mademoiselle Eadetski fa able te
batn ciler liappinesa or sorrow Tory long."

Tlie Emperour dismisscd his physician. afrar enjoin-
ing him t0 vi his patient daly. In ibn meautirno
the preparatious for tle mas-nage vent on. A c.ealy
trousiroats wua proviaed for the bride. and ai fthe
beauty and raulCaf the capital invited. The Emparr
huiscif was te grace the csrtmony witb bis prmsnce

But sti11 Dr. Seekeudorf visiltod bis patient, aud bIs
face grw grave a lio loaked ai bcz

Oua =orning lie roacb ber Tnnsion ai a later
bout thu usus!. Her attendants iaforrnod hlm lIai
thoir =!&trea hll met yet r=ng ber bell, aud thay
besitated te disturb ber. Ha 'went ai once te liar
apartmaul. Tho attendants drew side thec xrtains
of ftic led. «With one baud -rupporling ber baa,
which Tatted upon thie Pillow. 1*7 thsae W leepar,
leu bxillUaty beaulifol flan whon, wiîh prend &tep
and carelese grac.. &bo fred tii. gorgeons saZeas of
fhe capital, but fat more lavaly.

Dsath, the consoler, had stooped to kisa bis.

vletim, aud ba not disturbdl fthe paaeefal enle
thal rested on ber lips. linlier hand elie held tha
ring, 'whieli îeo ha talien trom her Lunger, sud alie
bl passe away whilo readiug its inscription.

Gently Seakaondorf replaed il upon the uxarble
Luger, frain whicli il wu neyer mer. ta be talien.

"Truly," lie murmured, "Ifor ber, Datis th îe on

A DAUGHTBR WOR22H flÂYING.

"Harvey Mille has faitead 1' aid Mms Sniitbson one
ebilly spring oveuing, as se rau in to seo ber next-
door neiglibour aud int.iuste friea, Mrs. James.

[I"My husband jusl came home, sud hoe says tIai what
wa suppoed te be a rumeur anly fa a sait faet; the
assigument was made yesterday. I tbraw ou asbawl
and ran-rightoverr te eyon. They are tekeop the
bouse uer sanie sort of au arrangement, but tbey
bave disoharg-1 ail thoir servante, and wliat iu the
world the Mills' wil do, Mm. James, with Mra.
Mllls invalid babits, and Miss Halena witli ler deinty
waysanau refina'bninging up, la more thon I kuow; "
and pretly, sballow Mrs. Snithsou looked ai lier
narvo-lovingfin ana naiglibour with tha air of an
opicure regerding some favounite dial.

I heard7aU'about filai. luti eveuing," sad Mrs.
James, adjusting: tle pinli nibbon at tle throat et lier
black silkd iuuer-aress,, "sudthis mornug I preaumed
upan aur conainsbip so far as ta drive over ana sc
haw they were getting along. And really, Mm
Suxithsan, yen. will, be aurprisedl wben I tell yen that,
althaugli 1 expected te find flic fanily iu greal confu-
sion aud distress, I no-ver saw ibem nil suoI a confort-
ablewavy, anaud u el good spirits. Thie worst n'as
over, ef course, and tlioy ba ail settled fate the naw
erder cf thinge as uaturally as oon!d Le. My cousin,
Mrs Mille, n'as aittiug, as calmi as yen pleouc, up thera
i ber suuny xnorning-ron, looking iso fresh sud
daiuty as she ste her erisp toast and aipped lier
coffee. t

;airOur confortable snd cozy appearance la aul due
te Hralons,' sait she. 'Thatdentecuadbas taboutho
heln. 1 nover dreamed, abe bail se mucli exeautive
ability. We wcre quait. breken down ai first, but &as
miade lier father go over all the detaile of business
witliher, anadbeyfoundathatbydlaposing or Heiena'a
grand piano, flic paintinga, anad abs, and eeatly brie-
s-brao lier father lied always indulg-ed ber in huying,
n-e ceuld psy dollar for dollar, and se keep the lbouse.
My hunsband'sol riea, Mr. Bantieti, w-li keeps the
art store, yen know, and who bas always takou a
graat interest iu Helena, bonglit baok tha paintings,
satiuary, vases, etc., ai a sauaidseonut, snd Baker,
-wbo sold na the piano: a yesn ago or se, and n-ho fi
a"iethez cad fiea, aud kuen-, ot course, just how n-e
votre situatcd, teckz fi back, dodncting ouly tn-enty-
five dollars.

il 4Henu bas juson gen thie fIx1kicben. Wlat
aire wMl do thoa I donlt kuon-, but she says aIe noeds
tIe exorcise, tiratibe bau ot attende tlic cooing.
school bero iu the city for uothing, and tlst, so long
as the =eais are 6ervod regurixy sua properiy, ana
tire bouse iz kaptin go orar, lier father sud 1 are
net te warry.' Alra.tl ett rn yci
ta a close, aud rau dlown luto niy eousiu's kitehen ta
sa lier dainty ïdaughtor there. Aud wlisf do Yeu,
fhlnk? I feunaU tar girl ai fthc siuk, with ber aleeves
rolled. up, an immense -waterproof apron on, washlng
4 alo P_ 1

IIWkuing a ketile!"I rcpéea Mlr& Smuthison,
holding up both lier soft w-te bauds in nneaaured

"Yes, Mmre Smithsen, washing a greai, black,
grcasy iron katile that =uat had beau bollea in, aud
that liît beou loft nnwasbad and guniny wlien the
cook lt. And, do yen know, aba wua Iaughlng aver
fit an sd saying te han yeuugast brother, n-ho stood
noir by, thal sho roally Iilced it, for &he now faIt sho
n-as mnalins hersaIt nsfuL"

"«Taoeides1l Uking tewash ketles 1" aud the two
fiua ladies loocedai ast i eu llier lu opou-eyed wonder.

4Il séens te Me a if Helen, Milli n-a fryiug to
mako thec beat of bqr fathar's alterna iortunes, aud
wus siply doiug ber duty in tbé prmmises," spolie
Iis Carlton. Ta Jameis non- erawiug-tmae n-ho
n-a thâavai'ning eugagoE lu giving ber pupil a Jasn
on tha opposite aida ot the. centre-table. Sb& spoke
cuallty and yetin a 'mcdost way, aua il baing the
vogue in NewOCity juethon te patronize Mus Carlton,

soi


