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A SERIMON
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i» ercrqllîthnq !Iityc th'inLs"-I Tcss. v. 1I.

O NE way of avoiding the <iffiulty wlich at irst siglif ay
seein to attaeh to the fultilitient of this apostolic coîuxnand

would lie to say that the words nuust iiot lie I)ress«e(1 too closely ini
their application. They fornm one of a, series of iinjunction.s couchetl
ugenra tus< ejoice everniore Pniv %vithout ceasixlr In

everythingr give thiaik.s." An accoiuuwdating fancy iniglit alssure
Us that St. Paul is hiere soiieNvilat fre ani 1oose i hi ls mode-, of
expression, and that a paraphrise of his teaclîiig would reaid a littie
more like this: -Rejoice as constantlv as you cani. Pray quite
itftu-n. For everythii g tluat is favorable grive thanks.'"

Wu (Io w'ell not tto coine imder a, tlî<ughtlessboîag o u

letter, even thougli it l>e the letter (if Scripture. But on the other
band we do well nuL tu reflue awaw the iii aignifiecet force of rcve-
lation by our tiiiiiîl and unicertain ommentaries upun it. Iu ýs1Ch
a case as the 0one iefore us, any attemnpt to abridge theinlivus
Of this *taU tu thanksgiving lci 1mucýely destroys its Sigîuiticaîuce, but
ttterly iniseonceives the temper of miil whiclh inspirod iL. The
ai)ustle ineanls jusL wvhiat he says: lu11 evervtlung lgive tha,-ulzs : andl


