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go Con- MULLER ON SHIPBOARD, i
The Victoria had a long and tedious pas- 

tage across the Atlantic of six weeks, lacking 
one day. She met with a constant succes- 
sion of head-winds, with occasional spells of 
stormy weather. This long suspense does 
not seem to have in any way affected the 
spirits or health of the alleged murderer. 
He is described by his fellow-passengers as 
being generally sociable and pleasant though 
sometimes disposed to be overbearing to the 
verge of insolence. Perhaps he did not ex- 
actly understand the nature of the epithets

The Times on the Canadian 
Seat of Government.

The time is rapidly approaching when the 
completion of the public buildings erected at 
Ottawa for the reception of the Governor- 
General and the Canadian Parliament will 
permit the Session to be opened in that re- 
mote locality. The place was fixed upon by 
an award made in the name of the Queen 
for the site of the future capital. Many 
were the murmurings, bitter was the discon- 
tent with which the decision was received. 
Quebec, Toronto, and Montreal each had 
their advocates and supporters. Toronto 
might plead that she was the capital of the 
wealthier, the more fertile, and more pro- 
gressive part of the colony ; Montreal that

LECTURE ON THE PREPARATION 
AND CULTIVATION OF FLAX.

The cultivation of fax has become a mat- 
ter of such interest and practical importance 
in Canada, that we offer no apology for oc- 
cupying a considerable portion of our space 
with a report of a lecture on the subject, 
recently delivered by a German flaxgrower 
before the agricultural notabilities of Ire- 
land, lately assembled at the Dublin Exhi- 
bition. The North of Ireland is celebrated 
not only for its flax manufactures but for 
its flax growl- , yet it seems the flax culti- 
vators of that co try do not consider them- 
selves above tuition ; but, like worthy per- 
sons ever intent on the accumulation of 
knowledge, got Mr. Friedlaender to give 
them an account of his flax growing exper- 
iences in Germany. His lecture was highly 
valued, and has been widely circulated by 

practical hints which will be of value to the 
Canadian farrier. His detailed experience 
is encouraging from the example which it 
affords how the great difficulties always met 
with in undertaking the cultivation of a new 
staple may be overcome by ingenuity and 
perseverance. The plan which the lecturer 
adopted in Silesia in order to steep the flax 
to advantage, 1s no doubt quite applicable 
in Canada. Here it is a matter of complaint 
among those who have attempted the culti- 
vation of flax on a small scale by way of ex- 
périment, that on steeping the flax in ponds 
and streams, as practised in Belgium, the 
fibre is destroyed by insects. Now a tank, 
such as that constructed by Mr. Friedlaen- 
der, with contrivances for filling it with 
water and rapidly drawing it off again as 
required, would overcome the difficulty 
which has met some of our most enterprising 
agriculturists at the outset. It has come to 
be thought, in consequence of these failures, 
that dew-retting or exposing on the snow are 
the only methods applicable in Canada. 
Mr. Friedlaender, however, agrees with 
other authorities in regarding dew-retting as

Celestial Frolics.
The oun had put his night-cap on 

And covered o’er his head. 
When countless stars appear’d amid 

I The curtains round bus bed.

The moon arose most in otherly,
|To take a quiet peep 

now all the sters behaved while be
|Her sovereign was asleep;

She saw them wank their silvery nyes, 
| As if in roguish play ;

Though silent all, to her they seem’ 
As if they’d much to say.

So lest, their frolics should disturb 

The sleeping king of light. 
She rose so high that her mild eye 

Could keep taem all in sight-

The stare abash’d, stole softly back.

PlatformThe Progress of Nova Scotia.
(From the Halifax Evening Express.)
The life of an individual is generally con- 

sidered an almost unappreciable fraction 
compared with the life of a country. Yet 
there are people now living amongst us who 
can remember the infancy as it were of this 
province. It may be remarked, however, 
that infancy was protracted to a period very 
much longer than is usual with colonies now- 
a days. Two hundred years ago. Nova 
Scotia possessed a population of 18,000 souls, and down to the period within the 
easy remembrance of octogenarians among 
us, it was but 23,000, one fourth of which 
was collected within the city of Halifax.- 
To go back for a single life-time then, is 
with us to go back almost to the period of 
leading strings, when this peninsula of Nova 
Scotia wes. little more than an unbroken 
forest, practically ia the possession of all 

the bear. Let it not be supposed then, as 

is too generally supposed, that we have been 
in a state of semi-stagnation till within the 
last twenty years or 80. Nothing of the 
kind. Within eighty years the population 
of Nova Scotia has increased more than ten 
fold, and her material resources have kept 
pace iu a still greater ratio. We do not 
make a boast of this, for it is nothing very 
remarkable, but only to correct an erroneous 
impression which prevails even among our- 
selves to a very great extent. In the mat- 
ter of comparative increase, however, it 
would seem that, taken on the whole, ours 
has been equal to the United States, for 
eighty years ago they were three millions, 
and to-day they certainly do not much exceed 
thirty millions, including North and South. 
If we take some detached portions of the 
States, however, or some of the other Brit- 
ish colonies, our rate of increase has been 
small indeed. Canada was 5,000, now it is 
nearly a million and a half, showing an in- 
crease, not often, but of three hundred 
fold.

In many directions we bave made great 
material progress during the last twenty 
years, though in perhaps the most important, 
not nearly so great as we ought, or is at all 
desirable. The back bone of Upper Canada, 
the very foundation and secret of its great 
prosperity has been its agriculture. Each 
succeeding year has found it not only bring- 
ing more ground under the plough, but in- 
creasing the yield in proportion to the pop 
elation. At this moment Upper Canada 
produces wheat enough for her own wants 
and a surplus of about twenty millions of 
bushels for the foreign market. Nova Scotia 
is said to contain 10,000,000 acres of good 
land, but the proportion of it which has 
been brought under tillage is by no means 
equal to the requirements of her present 
population, as the single article of flour 
forms a very important item in her list of 
imports. At first sight this would seem to 
indicate that her soil and her climate are not 
so well suited for her agriculturist as those 
of other States, but we are convinced that 
such is by no means the case, and if proof 
were wanted, a visit to the rich fields of our 
western counties would not only convince 
the most skeptical to the contrary, but con- 
vince him at the same time that few places 
on this continent are to be found possessing 
more of that quiet comfort and beauty, the 
fruit of intelligent industry and a benignant 
soil, than are to be found in the counties of 
Hants, Queens, Kings and Annapolis. For 
some reason or other, emigration has not 
directed its current towards our shores, but 
had it done so there can be little doubt that 
amidst the many other resources of this pro- 
vince, she would to-day have been able to 
reckon agricultural produce to a large figure 
as an article of export. It is true the fruit 
and cereals we have sent to the prize exhibi- 
tion at London have been awarded the high- 

est place: but so long as we are an import- 
ing country as to these matters, such a fact, 
though it may afford us comfort for the fu- 
ture, is no great credit to us in the past or 
present.

But if we have not done all that we might 
have done in this department, we have been 
advancing in a satisfactory manner in sev- 
eral others. In our minerals we have al- 
ready an important position, and are now 
advancing in rapid strides. Our coal fields 
are being developed with an energy which 
will probably go on increasing for many 
years. They now yield sowething like half 
a million of tons of coal per annum ; and 
yet this is after all but an insignificant frac- 
tion of what they are destined to do. Be- 
fore a great many years this important 
article of export will be counted by millions 
of tons, bringing vast wealth as well as a 
large revenue to the Province. It is said 
there are 7,500 square miles of coal fields in 
British America , and if one-seventh of 
this is workable, it is a mine of wealth quite 
inexhaustible. The vein of coal in Pictou 
county is 36 feet in thickness ; at Lingan 
mine and in Cape Breton of great thickness 
also ; and when we state that one square 
mile of a coal bed 24 feet thick will yield 
23,000,000 of tons, we may form some idea 
of the mineral wealth of this Province in the 
article of coal alone.

Our iron manufacture is yet in its infancy, 
though there are at least a dozen iron 
foundries in the Province, and the quantity 
of iron smelted in 1861 was 1,200 tons, val-

wealth, are increasing their annual revenue 
at the rate of about 12b per cent, so that 
altogether we may keep ourselves tolerably 
comfortable as to our present and future 
solvency. ,

Our manufactories as yet are few and 
feeble, but are gathering strength and im- 
portance. These we have neither time or 
space to particularise, though of grist mills 
we have 400 and saw-mills 1400.
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Resolved,—That in 1our__ ..._e, as in the 
past, we will adhere with answering fidelity 
to the Union under the conaliution as the

the fu

Altogether, should a Federal Union of 
the Colonies ever take place, the little pro- 
vince of Nova Scotia, materially, morally, 
and intellectually, would, we are convinced.
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he would apply to men with whom he 
might disagree, and the consequence was 
that he got into one or two difficultly.__  
called one young fellow a “liar nosphates 
for which he was knocked . are found 
oeived a black eye. The alities in the 
cupied the same room wof copper has 
pleasant-looking, elderly - Madoc, along 
formed our reporter • that muner, not

making up the to the welfare and 
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furnish her due quotum.
great aggregate of what we fondly hope is 
destined yet to become a great and com- 
manding power on this Western side of the 
Atlantic. 

------ ---=----,
The Battle with the Ram “Ton-

f

MPshe was situated on the confluence of two 
"“nighty rivers accessible to steam navigation, 
mand on the boundaries of the Upper and 
""I Lower Provinces. Quebes could boast of 

her antiquity, of the terialled bexatice of 
her picturesque and commanding situation, 
of her historical renown, and her long pos-

And look’d demure: 
Unni the moon began to 

Her eyes becoming
$

tore, ne-city, cr.ir-ro constution it- 
self has been disregarded in every respect 
and public liberty and private rights trodden 
down, and the material prosperity of the 
country essentially impaired-justiee, human- 
ity, liberty, and the public welfare demand 
that immediate efforts be made for a cessa- 
tion of hostilities with a view to an ultimate 
Convention of all the States or other peace- 
able means, to the end that at the earliest 
practicable moment peace may be restored 
on the basis of the Federal Union of the 
States.

Resolved,—That the direct interference 
of the military authority of the United 
States in the recent elections held in Ken- 
tucky, Maryland, Missouri and Delaware, 
was a shameful violation of the Constitution, 
and a repetition of such acts in the approach- 
ing election will be held as revolutionary, 
and resisted with all the means and power 
under our control.

Resolved,—That the aim and object of 
the democratic party is to preserve the Fed- 
eral Union and the rights of the states un- 
impaired, and they hereby declare that they 
consider administrative usurpation of extra- 
ordinary and dangerous powers not granted 
by the constitution—the subversion of the 
civil power by military lav in states not in 
insurrection—the arbitrary military arrest, 
imprisonment, trial and sentence of Ameri- 
can citizens in states where civil law exists 
in full force—the suppression of freedom of 
speech, and of the press—the denial of the 
right of asylum—the open and avowed disre- 
gard of state rights—the employment of un 
usual test oaths and the interference with, 
and denial of, the right of the people to bear 
arms, as calculated to prevent a restoration 
of the Union and the perpetuation of a gov- 
ernment deriving its first powers from the 
consent of the governed.

Resolved,—That the shameful disregard 
of the administration to its duty in respect 
to our fellow-citizens who now and long have 
been prisoners of war in a suffering condi- 
tion, deserves the severest reprobation on 
the score alike of public and common hu- 
manity.

THE LOOT OF MARYLAND.
Although the Confederates withdrew from 

Maryland without striking any great blow 
at Baltimore, Philadelphia, or Washington, 
‘hey nevertheless succeeded in "cracking" 
the Federal “erib" in the most scientific 
manner. Never was there, perhaps, an in- 
stance of burglary on so extensive a scale. 
This "dacoitee in excelsie" would have made 
the late Mr. William Sykes sigh with envy. 
Throughout her length and breadth Mary- 
land has been looted. That which I dimly 
foreshadowed in my last about Federal piano- 
fortes, cowshippons. piggeries, and hen-roosts 
has actually come to pass. The rebels 
settled down on the doomed State like a 
cloud of locusts, and literally ate up the 
land. Their great revenge had stomach for 
all the border states could produce. Noth- 
ing seemed too large to be taken away— 
nothing too small to be "annexed." From 
a hundred thousand dollars requisition on 
the municipality of a country town to a bas- 
ket of eggs and a housewife’s fresh butter, 
all was welcome to their insatiate maw. They 
have gobbled up property to the amount of 
many millions. They have shown that two 
can play the traditional game of the Dragon 
of Wantley. Everything upon four legs on 
which they could lay hold they seized; and 
much that goeth on two legs has also become 
their prey ; for wherever the came on "in- 
telligent contrabands” they incontinently 
ran them off South. The most miserable 
Sambo ! Whatever may be the chances of 
the struggle, he is sure to lose. Whichever 
party is uppermost. Sambo the Wretched is 
sure to go to the wall. Artful New Eag- 
land is crimping him as neatly as ever cod 
was crimped in Kentucky ; and now, too, 
the Confederacy has made a rush North, 
and catch Sambo by the throat, conveying 
him back to bondage. The which does not in 
the least militate against the fact that the 
rational Sambo, blind to his own interests, 
and deaf to the voice of freedom, frequently 
manifests a strange willingness to take the 
road to Dixie, and on the whole prefers the 
Southern planter, who forces him to hoe the 
corn, and is given to cowhiding him if he 
doesn’t hoe it, to the North "abolitionist,” 
who merely kidnaps and sells him to a 
bounty-broker to be shot or bayoneted. The 
kidnapping of contrabands in the insurgent 
States to serve as substitutes for white re- 
cruits is very gaily proceeding, and New 
York, is said, is about to follow the ex- 
ample of New England, and send agents 
South to "find" niggers. You will admire 
the graceful euphuism beneath which a most 
barefaced system of man stealing has been 
veiled,—G. A. Sala.

CONVICTION OUT OF THE MOUTH OF A

following extract from a letter written by 
one who participated in the action, gives a 
graphic account of the capture of the ram 
Tennessee :
* * * From the dense smoke, which 

enveloped all things, I could see but little 
beyond what happened on board the Monon- 
gahela and our own ship, the Kennebec. — 
From the commencement no one could fail 
to feel, even in such terrible peril, a feeling 
of exultation, especially when the cheering 
of the gallant crews rose above the infernal 
din. I cannot refrain from speaking of the 
noble bearing of Captain Strong of the Mon- 
ongahela. I saw his executive officer, Lieut. 
Prentice, fall with both legs nearly severed 
from his body. It was one of the incidents 
we expected, and Captain Strong’s attention 
was not for a moment diverted from his 
work.

The shell and shot were screaming and 
plunging in the water all around us, occa- 
sionally ripping the heavy splinters from the 
Monongahela or Kennebec. At about eight 
o’clock the ram was seen steering across the 
bow. We were then inside Fort Morgan, 
where the ram had lain pouring in her dead- 
ly broadsides from her one hundred and 
thirty-pounder rifle guns during the action, 
and Captain Strong shouted, "Open her out; 
open her out , ring four bells !" determined 
if possible to penetrate her side with the 
Monongahela’s ram. We drove Kennebec 
ahead at full speed, opening her wide, but 
the ram was quite fast and she passed the 
Monongahela, and her Brooks rifle grinned 
within a few feet of our men, who stood and 
looked them out of countenance, we striking 
her on the port quarter with our port bow, 
taking away her quarter boat, and taking 
her davit on our anchor. She had snapped 
three times, thanks to a merciful God, and 
now as she passed abreast of our chains, she 
belched forth, and a shell burst in our side, 
blowing an enormous hole in us, filling the 
ber h deck with smoke, and splinters, and 
pieces of shell, wounding seven men and 
Acting Ensign Tinkham very severely. Mr. 
T., when the rem passed us, feared that she 
would explode a shell on the berth deck, 
and ran down to order his division on deck ; 
when, as he reached the lower step of the 
ladder, the shell exploded, mortally wound- 
ing one man, and others severely and slight- 
ly. Mr. Tinkham, thinking the ship on fire 
near the magazine, refused to leave his quar- 
ters till unable to remain from weakness.— 
Soon after this the Metacomet east off and 
went in pursuit of the Selma, followed by 
the Port Royal. The Selma soon hoisted 
the white flag.

The large ships now anchored, and we 
ran towards the Hartford, when the ram 
came boldly and deliberately out from the 
fort towards the fleet, creeping along like 
some demon intent on doing a big job for 
the arch fiend who rules this ‘Southern Con- 
federacy.’ On she comes, and the signal is 
made to the Monongahela and the monitors 
to destroy the enemy’s principal vessel.— 
While the Hartford and Brooklyn got im- 
mediately under way, without a moment’s 
hesitation, the Monongahela bounds forward, 
her powerful engine soon driving her through 
the water, far beyond any one else in the 
race, and alone, on, on, she rushes. A 
single wooden ship, to attack the most for- 

|midable ram ever built, fresh, unhurt, while 
the noble Monongahela had not a breathing 
spell after the terrible race she had just run.

They approach each other. Another mo- 
ment and the gallant Strong leaves his heavy 
iron prow in the side of his terrible antag- 
onist, and they separate for the present.— 
The monitors approaching, belching forth 
their awful crushers, causing the slabs to fly 
from her almost invulnerable sides. The 
gallant old Hartford is upon her, and her 
terrible broadsides rattles against her sides, 
defiantly returned by the demon. The old 
Brooklyn gives her another. The Lacka- 
wana rushes at her, and as she strikes her, 
both vessels simultaneously pour terrible 
broadsides into each other. It actually 
seemed as if the Lackawana must be des- 
troyed, the ram poured such a terrible fire 
into her just as she struck ber. But no! 
they separate, and during this time I have 
seen the ram’s smoke stack double up like a 
half shut jacknife. Then when the Hart- 
ford poured in her terrible broadside, it 
went skipping through the air, and the huge 
beast vomited forth smoke and flame. Her 
flag is gone, and she makes an effort to get 
back to Fort Morgan, but a monitor gets on 
each side of her, and deliberately they pelt 
away at her, while the Ossipee reaches the 
scene, and with her engine wide open, rushes 
at her. Her noble commander remembers 
while in the fragile Keystone State he had 
twenty-four poor fellows killed by one of 
these monitors, and his hour of satisfaction 
has arrived. But this is too much; they 
have not fired for some time from the ram, 
and they shove out a white flag in token of 
submission. * * *

We have the Tennessee in as good order, 
nearly, as she was before the fight; with 
her new smokestack she steams as well as 
ever, and occasionally fires a gun at Mor- 
gan, just to tantalise the "Johnnies." They 
opened on her very spitefully a day or two 
ago. _____________ ______

The Nova Scotia Board of Works has 
given orders for the erection of three new 
light-houses, one at Boar’s Head, Digby 
county, one on Battery Point, Lunenburg 
county, and one on Fish Island, Tusket 
River, Yarmouth County. The Nove 
Scotian coast will soon be as well lighted as 
the American.

% generally pleasant enough, was somewhatBut as she went, the playful sturs 
Commenced their twinkling glare.

And when the moon was fairly gone. 
The imps with silvery eyes

Had so much tun it woke the sun. 
And be began to rise.

He rose in glory—from his eyes 
Sprang forth a new-born day ;

Before whose brightness all the stars 
Ran hastily away.

disposed to put on airs, , frequently would 
say, to such of the fellow passengers as 
might come in, "this is my cabin." He said 
also that he often, in punishment of Mul- 
ler’s profanity, had to administer a blow 
with the back of the arm. These disagree-

session of the rank of capital. It was not 
likely that persons actuated by these violent 
local jealousies should readily acquiesce in 
any decision, but there was a large portion 
of the Canadian public who, without any 
decided sympathy for the three competitors 
for the rank of capital, were nevertheless 
as much displeased at the selection of Ot- 
tawa as those whose patriotism was as much 
local or municipal. They objected to a 
transfer of the Canadian Parliament from

able manifestations, however were not 
very serious, and did not prepent his being 
ing rather popular than otherwise. His ap- 
pearance, all admit, was rather gentlemanly 
—more so than that of most of the pas- 
sengers. One of them, a burley athletic 
Englishmen, said to the reporter "He was 
a gentlemanly looking, sociable chap; hi 
would take hany man hon board to be the 
murderer rather than ‘im ; hi am a bloody 
ruffian to what ‘e is.’ It was matter of com- 
mon remark among the passengers that the 
murderer who killed the man on the rail 
way was probably on board of the Victoria, 
because of the constant head-winds and 
tedious voyage they experienced, but no 
suspicion for a moment rested on Mulller. 
The room-mate of Muller states that he at 
one time so remarked to his companion, and 
that he laughingly assented, as if ridicucling 
the superstition. Muller bad no money 
with him all, and was put to various shifts 
to raise small sums for extra expenses 
which he now and then incurred. On one 
occasion he offered for a wager to eat five 
pounds of German sausage, but failed 
in the endeavour. He was tried by a 
mock-court-martial for wasting the sausage, 
and was sentenced to treat the company with 
bottled porter. To pay for the porter he 
had to hypothecate 2 shirts, and these he 
subsequently redeemed with the proceeds 
of the sale of a spare cost he had with him. 
He accounted for his shortness of pecuniary 
supplies by telling them he was a tailor who 
was going to America on business for his 
employer ; that his had been paid for him ; 
that be received regular wages, and he was 
to find £25 to his credit when he arrived 
at New York. This explanation was plaus- 
ible enough and was received without 
question. He was very fond of eating and 
drinking and used to spend a great deal of 
time cooking various little delicacies for him- 
self. As his room-mate expressed it, “he 
was very fond of his belly and was always 
eating." The ring which he is said to have 
obtained in exchange for some article taken 
from his supposed victim, and which the 
detective failed to find among his effects, 
his room-mates say he lost while on board 
the vessel. He had averred that he put it 
by mistake into the pocket of a coat belong- 
ing to another passenger, but no trace of it 
could be discovered.

On Wednesday, while passing the light 
ship, an excursion boat, crowded with a 
pleasure party from this city, met and pas- 
sed the Victoria, Muller was standing with 
his room-mate and another passenger watch- 
ing the boat from the ship’s quarterdeck. 
Some of the excursionists seeing the name of 
Victoria shouted, "How are you, Muller ?" 
His companions distinctly heard the words, 
but did not understand their import. Mul- 
ler did not display the slightest sign of 
emotion, and it is probable that he also failed 
comprehend the meaning of the salutation. 
If he did, it shows a strong light his indif 
ference or callousness, or remarkable self- 
possession— whichever quality the incident 
may be held to illustrate. Our reporter’s 
informant stated that at the time, if Muller 
could swim, there was nothing to have pre- 
vented his escaping over board and swimm- 
ing to the shore. This seems not to have 
been the fact, however, as Captain Cham- 
pion had a few minutes previously been ap- 
prised of his having a murderer on board, 
and had put Muller under the strictest 
surveillance without himself or the pas- 
sengers being aware of it.
THE PRISONER TAKEN TO THE MARSHALL’S

OFFICE.
Yesterday afternoon the prisoner was 

taken to the office on the United States Mar- 
shal Murray, and formerally delivered over 
to the United States authorities for dis- 
position. He was arraigned by United 
States Commissioner Newton for examin- 
ation under the provisions of the Extra- 
dition treaty. Mr. F. F. Marbury repre- 
sented the British consul at this port. The 
commissioner asked if the prisoner was 
ready, and if he had counsel.

Muller replied that he neither had counsel 
nor money to employ one.

Ex-Judge Beebe, by request of the com- 
missioner, consented to represent the prison- 
er, and, for the purpose of giving him that 
time for consultation with this client, the 
proceedings were adjourned till eleven o’clock 
this morning. Muller in the meanwhile, is 
locked up in the Toombs.

It is probably that the English officers 
will return him on Saturday.

The Water of the Nile.
"The waters of the East, whether good or 

bad, are all soft. About the analysis of the 
water of the Nile I have no cursosity, and I 
would not be pleased to receive information. 
‘To be made acquaint d- with the chemical 
elements which compose our food or our 
drink is enough to destroy all pleasure in 
eating or drinking ; and to subject the sub- 
stance of the venerable God Nilus to the tor- 
ture of scientific analysis looks very like im- 
piety. The Nile water is particularly soft; 
it fills the mouth with a rich creamy taste ; 
and in drinking it in order to enjoy it, it is 
well to spread it over every part of the palate. 
It should be drunk, not to quench thirst, 
but to create high pleasure. It should not, 
therefore, be swallowed in large draughts at 
a time, but taken at short intervals every 
other hour or so. In the house, the water 
jar—the adn.irable Egyptian water jar which 
is so much more porous than the Indian jar 
should be at hand by day and by night con- 
tinually. Much refreshment of soul would 
be obtained by your rising from bed during 
the night and taking repeated draughts— 
allowing them to remain some time in your 
mouth, so as to keep up an abiding sense of 
pleasure on your palate. The passion for 
Nile water, like the love of everything that 
is intensely exquisite in its way, increases 
with its enjoyment. No one who has once 
or twice tasted Nile water, and has a capacity 
for pleasure, will ever afterwards consent to 
drink of it poisoned with the infusion of any 
other liquid. Jealous of its own honour, it 
appears to be the most averse of all waters 
to join in harmony with wine. Indeed, 
mixed with wine, it is a most nauseous 
compound. The illustrious river seems op- 
posed to all alliance with ignobler fluids, and 
to court admiration and love in its own 
character, ‘without the foreign aid of orna- 
ment.’ At the hotels the water undergoes 
filtration. In the cottages through the coun- 
try it is kept in large vessels, which allow 
the sediment to fall to the bottom. The 
small clay jars in which it is placed before 
you in the hotels are very graceful in form, 
and finely adapted to keep the liquid cool." 
—Bruce’s Scenes and Sights in the East.

civilized and thickly peopled districts, from 
places busy with the hum of commerce and 
presenting the attractions of settled and 
civilized society, to a small town, placed, in- 
deed, in the neighborhood of resounding 
waterfalls and splendid woods, bnt recently 
founded, inhabited by a rude and turbulent 
population, and remote from the habitation 
of almost every member of the Legislature 
which it was to receive. Placed high up on 
a river the navigation of which is impeded 
by rapids, and the mighty tributaries of 
which have not even yet been all named and 
explored,—with nothing beyond it, with no a disadvantageous mode compared with steep- 
commerce but the lumber trade, and few in- ing , and as the intelligent Canadian far- 
habitants besides those whom that rude and mer is always anxious to follow the best 

primitive labour supports, there was at Ot- 
tawa something wild and repulsive which

known methods of his art, the experience 
gained in Silesia will be eagerly appropriated 
and turned to account in this country. As 
we shall have to export the greater quantity 
of our flax, we shall have to compete in the 
markets of the old country with those skilled 
in the preparation of the article, and Cana- 
dian fibre will not take a high rank and give 
its proper profit to the farmer unless the ut- 
most skill and care are bestowed in its pre- 
paration. Our climate and soil are naturally 
adapted to the growth of good flax fibre, 
but probably it is only by a division of labor 
and the introduction of machinery that we 
may expect to succeed in Canada in the pro- 
per preparation of the article for the British

those authorities who merely contented 
themselves with unrolling the map and fix- 
ing upon the most central position they could 
find between East and West could scarcely 
conceive. Probably, also, there was another 
feeling, which made the selection of Ottawa 
unpopular. There was a time when Canada 
thought of annexation to the States, when, 
fretting over imaginary grievances, she be 
lieved she would find a remedy for them all 
in the bosom of the great Republic. But 
long before the breaking out of the present 
civil war this feeling has cooled, if it had 
not entirely passed away. There was no 
wish to copy the American plan of selecting 
for the capital of a state the most insignifi- 
cant and out of the way town that could be 
found, provided its situation was oaly cen- 
tral. They saw in the selection of Ottawa 
a servile imitation of the strange policy 
which forbids Baltimore to be capital of 
Maryland, Philadelphia of Pennsylvania, 
New York of New York, Cincinnati of Ohio, 
Chicago of Illinois, or St. Louis of Missouri. 
They thought not unreasonably that the 
presence of good society, the sessions of 
Courts of Justice, the assembling of a mili- 
tary force,—that wealth, commerce, and in- 
dustry, with all their adjuncts, were 
more fitting accompaniments to a Legislative 
capital than logs, rapids, and Red Indians. 
This was the almost unanimous feeling of 
Canada; yet to the honour of Canada this 
unanimous feeling did not prevail. The 
word of the colony has been given, and that 
word, though not without many demars, and 
much repining, has been honourably observ- 
ed. A difficulty has, however, been started, 
which, so far as we know nobody had men- 
tioned during the long and acrimonious con- 
troversy to which the decision of the Queen 
gave rise. It is asserted with considerable 
show of reason that the true basis of opera- 
tions for the defence of Canada in case of 
invasion from the United States must nec- 
cessarily be the sea. It is said, that it 
would be impossible to defend the Upper 
Province, a long and narrow strip of land, 
against the invasion of armies so numerous 
as those which the American Government

market. This division of labor is already 
coming into effect. Steeping pools and 
scutching mills are being established in dif- 
ferent parts of the country, and as these es- 
tablishments spread the market for flax straw 
will become general. But in districts re- 
mote from scutching mills, and where it has 
not become a special business to steep flax, 
the farmer, if he wishes to reap the profit 
now to be made from growing the article, 
will have to attempt the steeping process him- 
self. To such the facts contained in Mr. 
Friedlaender’s lecture cannot but prove of 
much advantage.—News.

Mr. Joseph Friedlaender, of Belfast, de- 
livered a lecture in the Exhibition, in Dub- 
lin, on Thursday afternoon, on the Cultiva- 
tion of flax, and the most improved processes 
by which it is prepared for the manufac- 
ture. This novel feature in the attractions 
of the Exhibition brought together a very 
large audience, amongst whom we noticed 
a very good number of people of the farm 
ing class. The chair was taken at three 
o’clock by the right Hon. the Lord Mayor.

Mr. Friedlaender said there is no country 
so eligibly adapted for flax-growing, owing 
to the heavy dews and moisture of its cli- 
mate, as Ireland, With the exception of 
hard mountain land, there is little of the 
area that cannot, by proper treatment, be 
made available. In no case, excepting one 
which I will presently refer to, should flax 
be sown on land freshly manured. If this 
is done, the plant is sure to grow strong 
and thick in wood, and will yield but little 
and poor fibre. Light, sandy, or boggy 
land should, in my opinion, be sown in the 
second rotation ; heavy land in the third 
rotation. I perfectly agree with what Mr. 
Corrigan mentions in his excellent work on 
agriculture, p. 97, viz :—"The best land is 
sound, dry, deep loam, with a clay subsoil;” 
also, in his strong recommendation to 
drain and subsoil where it is necessary. I 
have seen very little land in Ireland pre- 
pared as it should be ; too many growers 
seem to imagine that tillage and an amount 
of care that answer well enough for some 
crops are sufficient for flax. The result of 
this slovenly carelessness is disappointment 
and loses. Unless flax land is properly 
ploughed at the proper time, and properly 
attended to before and after seeding, no 
good can follow. Plough in autumn ; 
cross-plough a week or 80 afterwards (every 
care being taken to keep the field as level 
as possible), so as to leave the soil ex- 
posed to the influence of the winter rains, 
wind, sun and frost. Remove every stone, 
as opportunity enables, and otherwise do 
what is possible to reduce the condition of 
the surface soil to that of granulated gar- 
den mould. In spring, a few days before 
sowing, plough lengthwise (shallow, say 
about three inches,) and harrow pretty

THE CONFEDERATE DEFENCES AT 
ATLANTA.

The Confederate earthworks about Atlan- 
ta and all the way along the front to East 
Point, are of appalling strength. In nothing 
is the desperate determination of their lead- 
ers to hold the place more unmistakably set 
forth than in the powerful forts and parapets 
which they have caused to be constructed 
with so much labour and painstaking about 
the city. Our lines are so closely approach- 
ed to theirs at many points, that their skir- 
mishers cannot live between them except in 
the night, but where they do, the works they 
occupy are every whit equal in strength 
and solidity to the one held by our main 
force. Behind this is their main line of 
works—the backbone of their hope—which 
is like a chain linked with great forts, very 
towers of strength, and behind this still. 
Hood only knows what and how much.- 
Against such, flesh and blood are no argu- 
ment.

Since they have reached the confines of 
Atlanta, the rebels have grown strangely pro- 
fuse of their artillery, in comparison with 
their former caution and reserve. Of solid 
shot they throw more than we, and of shells 
fully as many. The former, in the eireum- 
stances which surround us, are particularly 
pestiferous. When aimed at the works 
(and the rebel gunners have grown fearfully 
accurate in their aim) they demolish them 
much more effectually than shells, and im- 
peril the men in the trenches by throwing 
down upon them the "head logs" and other 
timbers of the works. Besides this, our 
men are compelled to camp almost without 
interruption in dense woods, and the rebels 
know well that by smashing these balls 
through the thick trees, they can harras us 
almost without limit with falling limbs and 
jagged splinters.

could bring against it. now that the North-
a great militaryern States have become

Power. As we recede from the shores of 
the St. Lawrence there is little to tempt an 
invasion or to shelter and support a retreat- 
ing army. From this point of view all 
those parts of Canada which a British man- 
of-war cannot protect are virtually at the 
mercy of the United States. Among these 
must be reckoned the city of Ottawa, which 
though situated on a mighty river is inac- 
cessible from the sea to ships of any burden. 
It is therefore argued that to place the Par- 
liament at Ottawa would be to place the 
Governor and the Legislature absolutely at 
the mercy of the Americans, and it is ear- 
nestly pressed upon us that at any rate till 
the present danger is over, we should retain 
the Legislature at Quebec.

There is but one objection to this argu- 
ment—that it proves too much. If no place 
is fit for the capital of Canada which is not 
accessible at all times to an English man-of- 
war, we fear that Canada must go without a 
Legislative capital altogether. Certainly, 
Quebec is no such capital, for its port is 
closed by the Nice every year from the end of 
November to the end of April. We have 
never approved the policy of forcing a capital 
into existence in defiance of man and of na- 
ture, and even though this argument against 
Ottawa be not conclusive, it may be allowed 
some weight in support of a view against 
which, as it seems to us, there is really so 
little to be said. At the same time, we 
hardly see how in the present state of affairs 
the English Government can very well take 
the initiative in inviting the Colony to break 
that promise to which they have hitherto 
insisted on holding it so fast.

ued at $80 a ton.
The gold fields of Nova Scotia are now

ofdestined to become a permanent source
wealth, extending as they do along a coast 
line of 250 miles, with a breadth varying 
from eight to thirty-five. It is probable that 
the yield of the present year will not fall far 
below 15,000 ounces, and go on increasing 
in extent and remunerative value.

Last year Nova Scotia owned 3539 ves- 
sels measuring 309,544 tons, while the 
number of new ones added in 1863 was 207, 
representing a value equal to $2,000,000. 
This is a department of industry in which 
the colony has been making great progress 
during the past few years, and which will 
go on increasing. Our export of fish amounts 
to between two and three millions of dollars 
and with care might be largely increased

Taxation.
Our neighbours in the States are being 

taxed in all directions, and they will proba- 
bly find themselves as heavily burdened as 
any country in Europe before long. There 
is one advantage the States have, however, 
over many countries; their agricultural pro- 
ducts in ordinary seasons will enable them to 
meet taxation with greater ease. We in 
Canada have little reason to boast, for our 
taxes are rapidly increasing, and this from 
mere ordinary expenditure. Had we drifted 
into a war, as some individuals appear to 
wish, we should find, in the ruin of com- 
merce and the destruction of property, an 
undesirable addition to our burdens. A 
great question for Canada to consider now 
is. How can taxation be diminished ?_  
Witness.

heavily. Sow either by hand or by a 
clover-sowing machine, at the rate of a Riga 
barrel per acre of, on light land, Dutch seed, 
and, on heavy lands, Riga or home-saved 
seed. Care must be taken that the fax 
seed is well cleaned, and that nothing but 
pure flax-seed goes into the ground. This 
cleaning is effected on the Continent by 
mean of a little machine carried about from, 
farm to farm, and worked by men who are 
prevented by the winter from following their usual business. They are, usually 

masons, &c., and charge one shilling per 
barrel. The machine consists of a piece of 

iron, perforated with small holes of 
three sizes, which is attached t a wooden 
frame, slightly inclined. On this frame a 
series of six small wooden hammers, lifted or 
tilted up by pegs, on an axle, which is turned 
slowly by the worker, keeps the frame in ad 
state of vibration, the seeds dance gradually 
to ond of the frame, where they tall through 
the holes provided for them i weed seeds and 
* 

holes in the upper part. The 
must be harrowed in, by a light, netroy 
harrow, and, if necessary golcyo. seen 144
means we have clean land, save with, clean 
DE

SHARK,—In the United Service Museum, 
(Whitehall yard) are exhibited the jaws of 
a shark, wide open, and enclosing a tin box. 
The history of this strange exhibition is as 
follows : A King’s ship, on her way 
West Indies, fell in with and chased 
picious-looking craft, which had all the ap- 
pearance of a slaver. During the pursuit

ADVANTAGES OF THE DRAFT.—On the 
11th inst., a young man named E. S. Ben- 
not, arrived in New York, and put up at 
Power’s Hotel, in search of a substitute; 
he being, as it is supposed, a drafted man 
from the town of Milford, Connecticut. 
Being unsuccessful in getting one seems to 
have weighed so heavily upon his mind as 
to cause him to commit suicide. On Satur- 
day noon, he entered his room at the hotel, 
and was not seen again until 6 o’clock, when 
he was found lying dead on the floor. It 
was found that deceased had made a most 
determined effort to take his life, he hav- 
ing discharged not less than four shots from 
the revolver lying close at his side.

to the 
a sus-

the vessel chased threw something overboard. 
She was subsequently captured and taken 
to Port Royal to be tried as a slaver. In 
the absence of the ships papers and other 
proofs, the slaver was not only in a fair way 
to escape condemnation, but her captain was 
anticipating the recovery of damages against 
his eaptor for illegal detention. While the 
subject was under discussion, a vessel 
came into port which had closely followed 
the track of the chase above described. She 
had caught a shark ; and in its stomach 
was found a tin box which contained the 
slaver’s papers. Upon the strength of this 
evidence the slaver was condemned. The 
written account is attached to the box.

. Why are military officers the most un- 
lucky of men ?—Because they are always in 
some mess or other.

EXTENSION OF FLAX CULTURE IN IRE- 
LAND.—By the courtesy of the Registrar- 
General we are enabled to give the official 
and reliable statistics of the flax crop in Ire- 
land for the present year. In the province 
of Ulster, the centre of the linen manufac- 
ture, the increase of the land under flax 
this year is 70,907 acres, one-third more 
than the average of 1863. In Munster the 
increase is 5,483 acres, and the quantity 
sown is nearly four times as great as that of 
1863. The increase in Leinster is 5,285 
acres, and that of Connaught 4,213 acres. 
The total increase for 1884 is 87,482, and 
the extent of land actually under flax is 303,- 
942 acres.—Dublin Post.

----- -
Falsehood is often rooked by truth, but she 

soon outgrows ber cradle, and discards her 
nurse.

and kept up for ever.
Our whole imports last year amounted to 

$10,000,000—our exports to about $7,000,- 
000. Our gross revenue list year was $1,- 
200,000, and our gross expenditure $1,148,- 
000 —leaving upwards of $100,000 in the 
Provincial chest after discharging all liabil- 
ities of every kind, including interest on the 
publie debt, which amounts to about $270- 
000. It will thus be seen, though our debt 
looks large, that our financial condition is 
sound and satisfactory as could be desired, 
while our tariff, as compared with that of 
the other colonies, is extremely favorable. 
It is true we have ventured upon public 
works which do not yet prove directly re- 
munerative; but even these, while opening 
up and developing the resources of the pro- 
and thus adding indirectly to its

A melaneboly and extraordinary scene 
was witnessed at Chicago a few days ago.- 
Several hundred men and women calling 
themselves spiritualiste met in convention 
and gave utterance to many absurd things. 
There was no great amount of unanimity.- 
Resolutions on the state of the country, em- 
bodying patriotic sentiments, were most bit. 
terly opposed by the Democratic members of 
the Convention. From the tone of the ad. 
dresses and the spirit displayed it is evident

An inquest was held cu the 22nd, at St. 
Flavien, on the body of a farmer named 
Joseph Cantin, who was found dead near his

The Globe states that a few evenings ago 
a man named Edward Smith, one of those 
negroes who were supposed to be mixed up 
in the recent Innocent murder case, was, it 
is alleged, beaten in an unprovoked and dan- 
gerous manner by three young men, named 
Worthy, O’Brien and McClelland. The 
three offenders are not to be found, and it is 
supposed, have fled to the States,

own house on the previous day. Deceased 
had gone out on a shooting excursion, and 
CERE on, shewed that Ndwas 

accidentally shot by the discharge of the 
gun while he was loading it. A verdict of 
accidental death was rendered.

d09w.. 2.
corpse, as well as the

3.that spiritualist will exert no moral indu- 
once upon the world. Ivin
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