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CANADA INDEPENDENT N THE
- CONTROL OF HER OWN AFFAIRS

This the Keynote of Address by J. S. Ewart, Eminent Otta-
wa Jurist and Writer, Before Canadian Club Friday Even-
ing—Four Lessons from Imperial Conferences—-Says
Despite Anglo-Japanese Treaty, if Japs Warred With
United States Canada Could Not.

The independence oi\ Canada in so far

as it related to the control of her own
affairs was the keynote in an able and elo-
quent address which J. 8. Ewart, of Ot-
tawa, delivered before the Canadian Club
in Keith’s assembly rooms Friday night.
The speaker took the lesson of the con-
ferences as his subject and reviewed the
history of the deliberations, touching on
the points which had failed to find ac
ceptance and also the results which had
been attained. He foretold that the days
of British management were drawing to a
close and urged that the future as be-
tween the mother country and the col-
onies should tend towards co-operation
rather than incorporation.

In replyifg to a vote of thanks Mr.
Ewart laid stress on the advantages of
union for the maritime provinces and
spoke of the part Canadian clubs could
take with that end in view, W. E. Earle,
the president, occupied the chair. The at-
tendance was not as large as at some of
the previous meetings. The points made
by the speaker were received with fre-
quent applause.

After the good things provided by the
King’s Daughters had been done full jus-
tice to the chairman briefly 'referred to
the loss the club had sustained in the
death of ex-Ald. Tilley and a resolution of
condolence, moved by Ald. Baxter and
seconded by Ald. Pickett, was carried.

The chairman then introduced Mr.
Ewart, referring in passing to his position
as a leading writer on law and the admit-
ted value of his researches throughout the
English-speaking world.

Mr. Ewart was received with musical
honors and in his introductory x:ema.rks
he briefly acknowledged the reception ten-

. dered him.

In introducing his subject—the lesson of
the conferences—Mr. Ewart said he who

wished to forecast the future of Canada
must study its past and comprehend its
present.
to the past. Information as to the present
tould be obtained in the records of the
colonial conference.

Dealing with the history of the British
colonies prior to the 1840’s he went on
brietly to refer to what is called the mer-
can‘’ls or colonial system which lasted in
the British Empire until about that de-
cade, and under which the interests of the
:olonies were regarded as altogether subor-
dinate to those of the mother country. The
system was one long list of prohibitions
upon colonial freedom, and Mr. Ewart pro-
sceded to give in detail a list of the re-
strictions - placed upon colonial products,
ipcluding items as to where they might be
sent, the provisions as to importing manu-
factured goods and the necessity of all
colonial products being carried in British
chips. As against these certain colonial
products were granted certain preferences
%in the metropolitan markets.

First Breath of Colonial Freedom

1t was not until the 1840’s, he said, that
the corn laws were swept away and the
colonies drew a breath of colonial freedom.
¥ree Trade became England’s maxim and
the question soon arose, “What now is the
value of the colonies?’ The answer be-
came less and less satisfactory until at
length the ecolonies were told that they
were but mill-stones around their mother’s
neck and the sooner they dropped off the
better.

The British Empire was on the brink of
dissolution when an entirely new concep-
tion of colonial relations was introduced.
The United Kingdom’s military strength
was plainly threatening to fall into insig-
nificance as compared with the astonishing
musters upon European battlefields in 1866
and 1870 and just as plainly the colonies
were already capable of supplying some
fair fighting material. Thus a new use
for the colonies was conceived. They were
to be called upon to redress the military
balance in Europe. -

Tn 1884 the Imperial Federation League
was organized, declaring that some form
of federation was essential and that ‘any
form must adequately provide for an or-
ganized defence of commen rights. The
Jeague might be said to have been the
father of the conferences. It was in pur-
snance of the league’s reauest that Lord
Salisbury commenced the series n 1887.

The lecturer then quoted resolutions
passed by the league calling on the govern-
ment to convoke a conference of the self-
governing colonies and referred to the
work done during seven years, which re-
sulted in a report from a committee. The
report contained no scheme but assertions
on the lines to be followed and eventual-
ly it was determined a fresh start should

= made.

The first effect of the conferences was to
‘emonstrate the impossibility of framing
«n imperial federation constitution. The
cenference of 1887 had failed to_evolve a
scheme; the league itself dissolved because
it could not suggest anything; and at none
#f the subsequent conferences had anybody
ventured to propose, even in vaguest out-
line, a plan for federation of the empire.

First Lesson of the Conferences.

g

Probably the first lesson from the con-|

ference was, that imperial federation was
at the present time beyond the bounds of
practicability or possibility.

Imperial defence might have been at-
tainable even if political federation was
impossible. United action might have been
obtained either by the colonies

But a, few words must suffice as

|

I
|

|

humbly | ment with Japan under which she might

more general and more liberal colonial
contributions to the British navy. A sub-
scription of £30,000 per annum from Cape
Colony was all the response. Canada did
nothing.

At the conferencs of 1902 Mr. Chamber-
lain assumed a somewhat censorious and
petulant tone, declaring that the colonies
were not doing their share, that the mili-
tary and naval expenses of the United
Kingdom were 29s. 3d. per head, and of
Canada only 2s. per head, etc.; and every
colony, except Canada, became contribu-
tors to the British navy.

By the time of the conference of 1907
the subscribing colonies (except New Zea-
land) were tired of putting, as the Natal
premier said, a “cold lump sum” in their
estimates and witnessing no return for it.
Such a change of view on the part of the
colonies was exactly what might have been
expected; but a similar change on the part
of the admiralty was a little surprising.
Lord Tweedmouth, however, had com-
pletely grasped the Canadian idea of each

J. 8. Ewart, K. C.

colony spending its own money, and he
recommended it to the other colonies. Bo
there was another funeral. The extraor-
dinary idea that one sister nation should
send annual cheques to anpther sister
nation (adopting phraseology that will
shortly be accurate) to be spent there,
without the slightest reference to the peo-
ple whose money it was, was dead. That
it ever emerged into| actual practice was
due to the Australidn contract and the
strength of Mr. Chamberlain’s personality.
Had Canada succumbed to his influence it
might have lived a little longer. But Can-
ada held to her principles.

No self-respecting and capable nation!
could afford to buy protection, or hire its
defence. COanada at least would herself
expend what sums she intended to devote
to defence—would spend it upon her own
equipment and preparation, giving to her
own men the training which in days of
stress they should surely need. That was
the second lesson yielded by the confer-
ences.

Control of Colonial Forces.

More important to the colonies than
control over their expenditure was the
question of control over their forces. What

London,Jan. 31—Exciting incidents were
witnessed at Debenham & Storr’s auction
rooms when the flag of the American fri-
gate Chesepeake, captured by the British
in 1813, was put up for sale. The room was
crowded. A bidder, believed to be an Am-
erican, made the first offer with the re-
mark: ‘I guess I’ll give £20 for it.” His
guess, however, was far out, for in a few
minutes the bidding reached £250 amid
loud cheering and went on to £400.

R. W. Partridge, a dealer, was one of
the keenest participators in the fight, the
other champions including Guy Laking,
King Edward’s armorer.

A pause followed Mr. Partridge’s £400
offer, and then the battle was resumed
with renewed energy, the price increasing
by fifties till £700 was reached. Mr. Par-
tridge waved his stick and the auctioneer
took the hint for another £50 rise.

One of England’s representatives, in re-
sponse to cries of “Don’t let it go out of
the country,” made a tentative offer of
£825, which, however, Mr. Partridge cap-
ped smilingly, and the hammer fell on his
final bid of £850 ($4,250.)

The Chesapeake, originally a thirty-eight
gun frigate, built at Norfolk (Va.) in 1799,
was partly repaired at the Washington
navy yard in 1807, and in June of that
year, under the command of Captain Bar-
ron, started from Hampton Roads acrgss
the Atlantic on a training cruise. When
well out to sea she was stopped by the
British frigate Leopard, of fifty guns whose
commander demanded that Captain Barron
give up a number of British deserters who
were alleged to form a part of the Chesa-
peake’s crew.

Barron refused to do so or to permit his
ship to be searched for them, whereupon
the Leopard opened fire, killing three and
wounding eighteen of the Americans and
seriously crippling the frigate. Only one
gun was fired from the Chesapeake. Bar-
ran finally struck his flag and the British
reclaimed four deserters. .

The incident caused the greatest excite-
ment in the United States. President Jef-
ferson immediately, July 21, issued a pro-
clamation ordering all British cruisers to
depart: from American ports and forbid-
ding all intercourse with them, and indig-
nantly, through Monroe, demanded redress
of the British government, but without
avail, which was one of the causes which
led up to the war of 1812 and is famous
in American history as ‘“the Chesapeake
outrage.”

During the war of 1812 the Chesapeake
cruised in South American waters, but re-
terned to Boston and was placed under
the command of Captain James Lawrence.
The frigate was repaired under Captain
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/ | To the Editcr of The Telegraph:

Sir-—Tt wes not a little amusmg to read
the bombuaside report of the government
meeting held at Waterborough, Queens
county, as it appeared in the Liberal or-
gan of the 5th inst. under heavy heaq-
lines “Waterborough gives Liberal candi-
dates great reception,” the Sun’s corre-
spondent goes on to tell that the “gpvem-
ment is strongsr than ever before in the
parish of Waterborough” and that the
candidates were given a ‘“wonderful re-
ception.” That the report is somewhat
exaggerated and is rather the product of

clouded brain than real facts I am led to
believe by some of. the hyperbolical re-
| marks found therein re the speakers.
Mr. Farris, so says the special corre-
spondent of the Sun, showed up the school
book question in excellent shape (?) and
thoroughly exploded the opposition ecriti-
cism in regard to the matter (?) Imagine
if you can, Mr. Editor, the minister of
agriculture exploding “the opposition criti-
cism of the school book question.” Imag-
'ine if you can this man who sits speech-

less and dumb on the government benches
year in and year out dealing “effectively

Lawrence’s direction, mounted fifty guns
and shipped a new crew.

The British frigate Shannon, fifty-two
guns, commanded by Captain Philip Vere
Broke, appeared off Boston harbor and on
June 1, 1813, the Chesapeake went out to
meet her.

The two frigates engaged six leagues
east of Boston Light and soon were at
close quarters. Captain Lawrence fell,
mortally wounded, and as the gallant com-
mander was carried below he exclaimed:

“Don't give wp the ship!”

Captain Broke ‘boarded the Chesapeake,
and at five minutes after 6 p. m., fifteen

THE CHEISAPLAKE TLAG

with the road act.” Imagine if ﬂ};auhca.n
; this man making a Philippic on the hust-
it after th i un s s, B | " o i gyneamont of iich
c3hi ’ : he is a member. Perhaps, however, the
;‘él;,ed by Midshipman Grindy,of E4 Fhen genial and robust minister has knowledge
Out of a crew of 370 the Chesapeake lost | the “school book question” Wh“‘:l’] ﬂ]]g
sixty-one killed or mortally wounded and pren'm%r gges not posf;ssieailfe:o l::ith O‘illis
had eighty-five severely and slightly wound- furnis| i e W“rag:‘ih ‘ sl oo
ed, while out of a crew of 329 the Shannon powerful argumen at so enrap
handful of admirers at Waterborough and

a lively imagination or the work of al.

lost thirty-three killed and fifty wounded.
The Chesapeake was taken as a prize to

Halifax (N. S.), was afterward used as a P

British war vessel and in 1820 was sold as
old timber.

The British sometimes refer to the war
of 1812 as the “War of the Chesapeake.”

laid aside, he devoted his energies to that
object.

One of Mr. Chambérlain’s suggestions—
the creation of an imperial council—Mr.
Ewart regarded as the most insidious and
dangerous of all his proposals. Mr. Cham-
berlain urged that such a council could give
really effective and valuable advice. But
advice was precisely the thing people did
not want and the futility of the proposal
was a sufficient reason for rejecting it.

Mr. Chamberlain admitted that he had
in mind a new government with large
powers of taxation and legislation over
countries separated by thousands of miles
of sea and the conference of 1897 having
taken no direct notice of the proposal the
conference of 1902 rejected it.

English Imperialists refused to abandon
the idea and “missionaries” headed by Sir
Frederick Pollock were sent to Canada
but without success. Just after Sir Fred-
erick Pollock returned to England, Mr.
Lyttleton, the new colonial secretary, pro-
posed to the colonies to call the confer-
ences councils. Favorable answers were re-
ceived from Australia, Cape Colony and
Natal. Canada alone sent a satisfactory
reply. She declined to agree, believing
that the councils might eventually en-
croach on the autonomous legislative and
administrative power enjoyed by all self-gov-
erning colonies. The fourth lesson could
be said to teach that no practical plan of
fedcration was imaginable. Canada would
not institute a council she did not want
and would not know what to do with.

Imperial Court of Appeal.
Many people, he said, still speak of an

reply were they to make to a suggestion
ef military federation? Were they ready |

appeal to the judicial committee of the
Privy Council as an appeal “to the foot

to come under direction in that regard?|of the throne,” and delude themselves ac-

Little was said upon this subject until
the conference of 1902. By that time the|
Boer war had demonstrated, as the war|
office told the conferences “that the regu-|
lar army as organized before the war was

lonies only. No

cordingly. The judicial committee is a
court, regulated by statute as are other
courts, for hearing appeals from the col-
Englishman, Scotchman
or Irishman takes his case to “the foot

by itself inadequate in strength to thei of the -throne.” His final court of appeal

military needs of the empire.” And Mr.
Chamberlain presented a statement show-
ing that if Canada had performed her
share she would have contributed more|
than 40,000 men and more than $150,000,- |
000 to the conquest of the South African!
republics. This he supplemented by the,
following memorandum:

“For these reasons the colonial defence
committee earnestly hope that the great.
self-governing colonies may be able to give !
some assurance as to the strength of the
contingencies which they should be able |
to place at the disposal of his majesty’s |
government for extra colonial service in a |
war with a European power.”

The Cape and Natal replied in effect
that the enormous preponderence of the}
native population rendered it impossible;
to agree to any proposal of that nature.i
(Canada and Australia answered that they |
were of opinion that the best course was |
to raise the standard of training, to or-
ganize the departmental services and leave |
it to the colony when need arose to de-!
termine how and to what extent it should
render assistance. |

The fact was every day becoming more |
clear that Canada ought to have an agree-|
ment upon this war question. Some pos-
sible British wars Canada could not agree
to take part in and, by at least one Brit-|
ish war treaty, could not undertake to be
bound. [

|

The United Kingdom had an arrange-|

placing their men and money under the|at any day be at war with the United |

control of the admiralty and the war of- | States.

(anada could not agree to fight

fice or by such an agreement as sovereign ' for Japan against the United States. The |

nations frequently entered into. The sec-
ond method had. never been suggested, al-

|

though in the epeakeg’s own view it was |

worth considering, the first Mr. Chamber- | and fill North America
lmilitarism‘ | date the decease as of

lain very foolishly insisted on and the con-
ference had given him an answer.

At the first conference in 1887 the league
had some little success. An agreement was
made by which certain ships should be re-
tained “within the limits of the Austra-

|
i

establishment of Japanese jurisdiction in|

is the House of Lords—or rather some
judges sitting there.

Naturally enough when a community
reaches the development of Canada and
Australia, many of their people think
that as they can make their own tariffs,
build their own railways, manage their
own banks, etc., they are able to settle
their own law-suits. Australia when con-
summating her confederation in 1900, de-
sired that she might have power to ar-
range her own litigation as ehe thought
fit; but Mr. Chamberlain said no, giving
as one reason that it would hinder im-
perial federation.

Imperial federation, as they had seen,
had already been dead for seven years.

But Mr. Chamberlain was not complete-
ly beaten, and he announced that “pro-
posals are under consideration for secur-
ing a permanent and effective representa-
tion of the great colonies on the judicial
committee,, and for amalgamating the
judicial committec with the House of
Lords, so as to constitute a court of ap-
peal for the whole British Empire.”

This proposal was the frailest of the
family. It hardly survived announcement;
and immediately afterwards Mr. Chamber-
lain called a special conference (1901) to
consider another idea, namely, to ap-
point from amongst colonials “four addi-
tional law lords, with seats in the House
of Lords as well as on the judicial com-
mittee.” |

There was no such desire a8 Mr. Cham-
berlain spoke of, and after the confer-
ence, in declaring its.results, he =o ad-
mitted.

And so died this second idea. Some dis-

Alaska and Puget Sound was not desired. | cussion of the subject (sort of obituary

1t would alter the whole domestic economy
with European

The Third Lesson.

notices) were heard at the subsequent
conferences (1902 and 1907), but we may
1901; and the
fifth lesson from the conferences we may
state in the language of Sir Wilir:d

That €anada would not agree to place | Laurier:

her war forces at the disposition of any-|

“That appeal, which is an appeal of|"

body but her own government; that some! favor, has perhaps passed the day- of its

lian station,” and that in exchange the | definite agreement with reference to united
colonies should pay £126,000 per annum. “ action in casz of war should, if possible,

No wider scheme was proposed, and when | be made; and that, without such an agree-|
the conference was over, all the colonial | ment, all
| when the

secretary could say of it was:

“T trust that it will lead to a consolida- |

tion of the great military resources of the
empire for the purpose of mutual de-
fence.”

Continuing this subject of
hrough all the conferences, the advent of
{r. Chamberlain, as colonial secretary, in
og, must be noticed. From that date

til the defeat of the Balfour government
ie federation question ‘became one very
rgely between Canada and the imperial
yvernment.

At the comference of 1897 Mr. Chamber-
sin urged the necessity and the duty of

i
)

defence

|

(Canada would say
United Kingdom

she would take—that was the third lesson
to be derived from the confarences.

Mr. Ewart then turned to the considera-
tion of results which might follow. There
were many, he said, among the mourners
of federation who believed that it might
be educed by a process of evolution, or
gradual developpent. Mr. Chamberlain
placed his faith in Father Time and the
speaker quoted extracts from a speech
addressed to a Canadian Club in England
in 1896 in which he advocated progress
along the line of least resistance. Until

was that|
engaged in |
war, Canada would consider what action |

utility, and if I have any opinion to prof-
' fer upon this question, it would be that
all matters of jurisdiction should be re-
legated altogether to the parties interest-
ed—the provinces and the parliaments—
to determiné whether and why there
should be an appeal or not.”

The lecturer remarked that his address
had contained quite a few political corpses.
| Every one of Mr. Chamberlain’s imper-
| alistic propoeals have thus gone to eternal
interment. But the conferences have not
devoted their whole time to strangula-
tion. They have produced some valuable
positive work; and as Canada has baen
chief exccutioner she has also been chief
proposer and advocate. Canada has re-
sisted every tendency to political incorpor-
ation of the empire, but she has at the

same ftime done her best to secure co-
operation within the empire.

Mr. Ewart referred to the Canadian sys-
tem of preferential tariffs, and said that
since the first shock was recovered from,
John Bull seemed to like the arrange-
ment. . :

Reference was also made to the jmper-
ial postage achievement of Sir Wm. Mu-
|lock and Sir Sandford Fleming's great
| work in connection with imperial cables.

The'Future of Canada.

“The conclusions at which we have ar-
rived enable us to forecast with some
confidence the political future of Canada.
For we now know (if indeed we ever had
any doubt about it) that it is not to be
found in imperial federation; we believe
thta it is not to be found in junction
with the United States, and the only
other future possible is independence.

“Independence, however, by no.means
involves deposition of our king. Edward
VII. is as much the king of Canada as of
England, and Canadian independence of
‘the colonial office no more involves his
| deposition here than elsewhere. Indepen-
| dence means merely control of our own
! affairs. How nearly we already approach
! that situation I cannot now examine, but
| if by independence we mean, very gener-
ally, power to do as we please, we prac-
tically have it at the present moment—
although various cobweb theories remain
sufficiently in evidence to make necessary
the word “practically.” Very rapidly,
moreover, are we being educated to the
recognition of our position as defined by
the proceedings of the conferences. Even
our foreign relations are falling into our
own hands, and a trade treaty with
France negotiated by our own men, fol-
lowed immediately by a most successful
diplomatic mission to Japan, has prob-
ably put an end to the record of British
management or mismanagement of our
foreign affairs.” 5

Mr. Ewart quoted from the utterances
| of Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman, Mr.
Asquith;, Sir Wilfrid Laurier, Mr. Deakin
and other statesmen at the most recent
conference, and in commenting thereon
said:

“This is not the language of imperial
federation. It is the language of “the
special feature of the British empire.” It;

is language dear to Canadian ears, for it'
represents and embodies the great and
noble aspirations of true emancipation, of
political self-control, and of nationhood.,
Canada shall not always be subservient|
and subordinate. If she cannot be joint-|
mistress of the British empire, she shall,
at all events he sole mistress of her own|
territory and of her own people. In peace|
and war, for better or for worse, she|
must with her own brave heart and stout |
arms front the future as best she can.|
May she have wisdom and prudence and
sagacity and forbearance sufficient for her
assumption of an honored place among the
great nations of the world.”

Dr. Alward and Dr. Quigley.

_Dr. Silas Alward, in moving a vote of
thanks to Mr. Ewart, spoke of the far-|

reaching nature of the questions with
which he had dealt and laid stress on the |

importance of cultivating’ unity with the
mother country. He urged that in view of
the defense which the dominion would
look for in the event of war some
scheme should be devised. If unity, he
said, were instilled into the minds of the
people statesmanship would rise to the
occasion. He closed with an eloguent
tribute to Mr. Ewart’s abilities.

Dr. R. F. Quigley, in seconding the vote
of thanks, expressed the - great pleasure
that must be felt af welcoming Mr. Ewart
and their appreciation of the lofty stand-
point to which he had raised the subjects
upon which he had touched. The vote
was carried with three cheers and a
tiger.

Mr. Ewart in reply hoped they would
pardon a suggestion he would make to

the Canadian clubs in the maritime prov-|

inces. The provinces had three govern-
ments instead of one. Why should they
not be all members of one colony? They
were not too big for one family and there
should be not so much difficulty in’get-
ting that unity as in imperial federation.
Their individual resources were wasted for
want of development and united effort
and he was convinced money would be
saved and could be applied to immigra-
tion and other matters of importance.
There was a magnificent future before
them and much could be done. The ef-
fort would not come from the politicians.
The sentiment would first have to be
created by (anadian clubs which already
had much tp do with purifying elections
and members of the legislature would
then work for that unity which would be
of lasting advantage to them all.

LIFE CRUSHED OUT BY

TRAIN NEAR GRAND FALLS

Wm. Sullivan Evidently Fell Asleep on
Track—Bruno Laforest Has Arm
Almost Torn Off.

Grand Falls, N. B., Feb. 7—While

| asleep on the railway track near Lime-

stone Siding (N. B.) Wm. Sullivan was

‘yun over by this evening’s C. P. R. ex-
press and instantly killed. His body was|

horribly mangled. The young man re-
turned today from the woods and had
been seen around the town. He had been
drinking.

He boarded the St. John express for
Limestone Siding, near where his home is,
and leaving the train there he walked
down the track. He evidently lay down
to sleep and was run over. He was twenty-
five years old and a son of Thomas Sulli-
van, a wellto-do farmer, who lives’ just
below Limestone Siding.

Bruno Laforest, employed in Jas. Bur-
gess & Son’s mill here, met fearful in-
juries today. His right arm was caught
in an open roller and was crushed and
mangled and almost torn from the socket.
What was left of the arm was smputated
close to the elbow by Dr. Puddington.
The condition of the unfortunate man is
doubtful.

terests was held in Kerston’s- hall last
night and was well attended. W. 8.
Kerston presided. James Burgess, M. P.
P., Mr. Tweeddale, M. P. P., and Attor-
ney-General McKeown spoke. Mr. Tweed-
dale spoke for two hours.

THE CAMPAIGN IN KINGS

Sussex, Feb. 7—(Special)—Messts. Mur-
ray and Sproul, of the opposition ticket,

4addressed a fine meeting in Hammond to-

night. They are making an excellent im-
ssion and meeting with a most encour-
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ging reception in every quarter. George
| Jones, the other member of the ticket,
Ehas been laid up with a cold but will be
| able to resume active work on Monday.

| The opposition party is growing in confi-

snce-end enthusiasm.
Amusement is felt here over someé of the

| reports of government meetings printed -

!in the government newspapers. The meet-
‘ing at Waterford last night was greatly

A public meeting in the government in-'

thereby relieve his chief of the trouble of
romised investigation re the charges.

I trust that on the night in question
the honorable gentleman threw more light
on his subject (school books) than he did
last session on the “cheese industry,”
when he arose to answer the inquiries
of the opposition members for Carleton.
I have often heard the minister of agri-
culture and must say that if he scored a
point against the opposition critics of the
school books that his tongue must have
been loosed and his brain become active
very recently for he was never accused of
setting the world on fire with: his elo-
quence.

The scribe speaks of Mr. Carpenter in
this way: “Mr. Carpenter gave one of his
“characteristic fighting speeches.” I hope
| it was more effective and that it will bd
productive of Dbetter results than his
“characteristic fighting speech” on the
sewerage question last April.

And lastly the loquacious Colonel comes
in for his share of fulsome flattery. He
dissects the Hazen charges of misgovern-
ment and convinces relative and friend
alike in the little hall that the finances
of the province are in a healthy condi-
tion. If Mr. McLean knows the exact
debt of-the province he should tell us and
also the first minister who virtually ad-
mits that he does not just know how the
province stands financially but will en-
deavor to find out with the aid of expert
accountants. If Mr. McLean has such an
insight into the finances, as the report

. would have us believe, he should have ac-
i cepted Mr. Flemming’s challenge to the
| premier, and thereby have freed New
Brunswick's prime minister from the hu-
miliating position in which he stands to-
day when about to appeal to the elee-
tors. i

The correspondent concludes his report
in these optimistic words: “Last night’s
meeting may be taken as an indication of
the feeling of the people of Waterborough
and in fact the whole county as never
before has such enthusiasm marked the
efforts of the government workers in this
county.”

I take issue with the correspondent in
this statement and know whereof I write.
I know Queens quite as well as the Sun’s
scribe. I know her from the north to the
south, from the east to the west. I know
her intelligent electorate. I know their
sentiments with regard to the present
“kindergarten . government” of incompet-
ents and back numbers. I know how
théy regard the infamous road law, the
sewerage legislation, the immigration pol-
icy, the agricultural policy, the Central
Railway sinkpot and the great man him-
gelf, “Sweet William,” who assured the
province at the “Liberal bear garden”
held at Fredericton last November that
he would stand by his helpless brethre:n
in the sinking, rudderless government ship
and endeavor to pilot them through the
storms and uncertainties of the present
political campaign to the haven of rest—
Fredericton. Yes. I know all this and
more. I know that many stalwart Lib-
erals of Queens who have never cast a
ballot against the government are longing
for the 3rd of March when they will regis-
ter for the first time their disapproval of
the present administration by voting for
the opposition candidates. T know further-
more that all the bombastic reports and
empty twaddle that are being sent qut of
Queens about Liberal conventions, Liberal
meetings and Liberal standard beavers
will not save the present representatives
from the doom of the final sentence that
shall be pronounced upon them election
day by a long suffering public.. Such re-
ports, however, may serve to keep up the
courage of Messrs. Farris and Carpenter,
but they surely cannot save them from
dire defeat.

In conclusion, Mr. Editor, from what 1
have seen and observed, I think I can
safely predict that the grand old county
of Queens which has' been the battle-
ground of many a stormy political fight,
will be in line with the rest of the prov-
ince on March 3 and will choose as its
representatives Messrs. Woods and Slipp
and will relieve Messrs. Farris and Car
penter of their gnerous duties and enable
them to spend their gemaining years in
blissful obscurity at home, looking after
their private affairs which I hope they
wil manage with greater success than
they have those of the people of this con-
stituency.

Thanking you, Mr. Editor, for space, I
am,

Yours very truly,
INDEPENDENT LIBERAL.
Gagetown (N. B.), Feb. 6, '08.

TEN CAPE BRETON
MINERS KILLED AT
PORT HOOD COLLIERY

Port Hood, N. S., Feb, 7—The worst
disaster which ever took place in Inver-
ness .county occurred in the mine here
shortly after 7 o’clock this morning. A
terrific explosion of gas in one of the bal-
ances of the south level was the cause of
jnstant death of ten miners.

The men had just descended into the
pit and were about beginning work wheh
the calamity happened. It is impossible
yet to say whether any one is responsible
through carelessness for the tragic occur-
rence but the investigation, which is lo
| take place next Wednesday, may throw
some light on this question.

The moment it became known that an
explosion had occurred a rescue party
| was formed and as soon as feasible the

‘ . - . .
| brave men sought to aid their imprisoned

| co-workers. Their efforts, however, in €0
| far as eaving life was concerned provad
futile as all the men, ten in number,.who
| were in this particular balance, were kill-
' ed outright. ’
Viotims Terribly Disfigured. .

After several hours of arduous labor
| the bodies were all brought to the sur-
| face. The spectacle “xas most gruesome
| and heartrending. The unfortunate vic-
tims were absolutely unrecognizable being
terribly burned and disfigured. Several
' had their arms and legs broken, others
| had their skulls crushed in, their flegh
iwas baked so badly that the doctors for-
bade any attempts to wash the corpses.

The Dead.

Malcolm Beaton, 30 years,
leaves widow and one child.

Lauchy Gillis, married, leaves widow
and one child.

|

married,

%John A. Campbell, married, leaves
widow and four children.
i Duncan McDonald, married, leaves
" widow.
l Allan R. MecDonald, married, leaves
| widow.

| " William McKenzie, single.

Four Bulgarians, names unknown.

With the exception of the Bulgarians,
all the victims were local men. A coron-
er's jury was empanelled and after view-
| ing the bodies gave permission for their
|_interment. 5

The greatest gloom prevails in the town.
Business was entirely suspended during
the day and crowds surrounded the mouth

1 exaggerated. h ; : p
| Mressrs. MeAlister and King addressed of the slope discussing the sad mishap in

1 a government meeting at Penobsquis last hushed whispers. :
The Temperance hall was about Sad were the scenes witnessed when the

night. Say 8 ed
"half filled by the audience. The orators Wives and relatives of the victims weyp
I got a good hearing, but the meeting was| told of their loss. There was  ch ¢ -

by no means exciting. Cardwell parish| pathy for the poor Bulgar’ e i

is expected to give the opposition a bet,-|105t four of their comrades n

ter chow than usual on March 3. No'a strange land, unable to ep =L of
B ;

English, they presented a sorrowful pie-
ture as they huddled together and discuss-
ed the disaster in their own language.

So terrific was the explosion that min-
ers in the north level, 3,000 feet distant,
were thrown to the ground, but strangely
enough the mine was not damaged to any
serious extent. !

This makes the first serious accident in
the mine at Port Hood. The mine is con-
sidered a comparatively safe one. Naked
lights are used in the pit.

A coroner’s jury consisting of represen-
tative men in the town was empanelled
and the investigation postponed until
Wednesday, the 12th, at which time it i
expected the government inspectors will
be on hand.

“One touch of nature makes all the
world kin,” and this was the case today
when every mine operating in the prov-
ince immediately telegraphed offering as-
sistance. The sister collieries of Inverness
and Mabou were the first to be heard
from and mine Managers Beaton and
Johnston, of Inverness and Mabou, came
to Port Hood fully prepared to render
any assistance either with men or materi-
al. While telegrams offering assistance
from Cape Breton and Pictou mines were
received. .

The directors of the Port Hood Coal
Company also wired to spare no efforts
to rescue the men, or recover their bodies.

The explosion is unaccountable and it
is yet to be determined whether caused
by explosion or gas, or powder.

The funeral of the men will take place
on Sunday. The victims were members of
the Roman Catholic church and will bs
interred in the Roman Catholic cemetery.
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