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Address of the Retiting President of
the Maritime Convention, Rev.
G. O. Gates, M. A:

To the members of the Baptist Convention of the Mar-
ititne Provinces :

DEAR BROTHERS AND S1STERS,—Through the mercy
and faithfulness of our covenant keeping God, we meet
today in our Convention, in its 52nd annual meeting, for
the transaction of businesss relating to the kingdom of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

PR ST L e e %o

We meet to-day, after another year of work, after
another year during which we have faced diffi-
culties not . unlike those of previous years, difficul-
ties, some of which we in’ His name have overcome,
some of which we yet face, but to our faith they are
conquered and some before which we have fled, leaving
them masters of the field. 'We meet, who last year in that
spiritiial season at Berwick, a season never to be forgotten
in our history, to give an account of our denominational
stewardship and to plan our work for the year to come.

- * * * * * » - * * *

1t is fitting, too, that we record our thankfulness to God
that we have so goodly a place in which to hold this
session of tlie Convention. The Lord. has assisted our
brethren in this part of the city and since that memorable
occasion of two years ago when amid song, prayer and
eloguent addresses the corner stome of this building
was laid, it has been a work, arduous indeed; but of love
to place brick upon brick until the building was com-
pleted and then with joyous heart this labor of their
hands was publicly set apart to the service of God. Nor
should we omit to say that alreafly within these walls
under the preaching of the Word witnessed unto by the
Holy Spirit, souls have been won for Christ. And this is
hut one of the houses of worship that within our Conven-
tion’s bounds has been completed during the year, Zion,
Yarmouth, New Glasgow and other churches rejoice in
new and commodious church buildings set apart to God’s
service, since our last annual meeting.

If at this time we could recall the many cheering things
that have been written in respect to our churches and
which with glad hearts we have read from week to week
in the columns of our denominational paper; the MES-
SRNGER AND VISITOR, a paper that has been in all its
history & credit to us, and was never better than now.
We should be inclined I think to turn this first session of
our Convention into a praise and prayer service in which
all would like to have some part. Truly the Lord has
been good to us. Our churches have been blessed. The
membership is being built up into noble Christian char-
acter, Pastors are girding themselves to the work and
are giving more and more thought and study to the
Word which is able to save the sonl. A host of young
men and women is being trained for grand aggressive
work, and in the near future those who are the living
will witness a Baptist church membership in these Prov-
inces having a larger percentage of active workers than
at any other time in our history., These young people
are being trained to give, regularly ‘and systematically,
are being taught a loyalty to Christ gnd his Church, and
will in their day of activity take npaominent place among
the devoted followers of onur Lord. Standing as we do now
and looking back not only over one year but as well the
years that have long since gone by, letting pass before
our minds some of ‘our denomination's early

¢ struggles and triumphs, in which some who are still
with us had a noble part, though the many who
helped to -make our denomination what it |is,
_have years since passed om to their reward, we
" who are now in the midst of the work, cannot but regard
ourselves as the heirs of a splendid heritage, the sons of
a noble ancestry. This being so is it not evident that
.we should earnestly attempt to make every year
in aim, in service a better one than the preceding?
Nothing less, brethren, will be worthy of us who

are the heirs of an illustrious past and who tread
to-day in the footsteps of noble and Christ like men,
nothing else in an age when we are brought into a
healthy, strong and competitive rivalry with gther relig-
ioug bodies, will secure for us a first rank in standing,
Missions and Education.—There are two special
departments of work to which as a denomination we are
committed and for which this representative body stands,
Two important trusts that we received from those who
were the fathers of our denomination in these provinees.
Missions and Education are the two departments of our
work and are here named only to impressagain upon you
why we are here assembled, for what we are to plan and
for what to pray. Amd mow for both these depart-
ments of Christian activity let me here plead for a marked

advance. .
For the sake of efficiency, the general subject
of Missions is divided into Home and Foreign, work for
‘fields at home, work for fields abroad. e home de-
t means more than the immediate Home Mission

work on fields within the limits of the Maritime Provin-
ges, It embraces an interest with the other Provinces of

the Dominion in the work known as the ‘“Grande Ligne"

and Manitoba and North West Missio) Home Mission
work is then Dominion in_ character. 'And when, fora
moment, we think of this Dominion, cent in its

extent from ocean to ocean, most hopeful in the possibil-
ities of a great future, with vast stretches of territory,
rich in natural resources and destined.in the near future
to be the home of millions, who here under a more
truly the flag of free men than any other ever nnfurled
to the breezes of heaven, work under such circumstances
for our native land, for humanity, for God must be most
ingpiring and ought to be prosecuted with vigor and
earnestness, And so I plead jn this address in the behalf
of our country, that you Ba oving your home land,
and if need be ready to dis defence, that you, con-
scious that truth and right jess make for a country’s
weal, conscious that a -given mission is yours in the
spread of the fpfinciplee of freedom and truth, rise to the
importance of this hour, when our country is yet in a
formative period and put forth efforts worthy of your-
selves and demanded by present and pressing needs.

The claims of the Gnmge Ligne Mission on the Baptists
of this land, that mission so owned of God for good dur-
ing its history, a mission so tested in its baptism of trials,
are greater than many of us are entertaining. Nor of
less moment to us as Canadian Baptists is the work that
looms up before us in the great North West, a work that
we must have a share in would we see our principles
dominate the Provinces west to the Pacific. And then,
too, the work needed to be done in our own immediate
midst, within the bounds of this convention should move
our hearts. To neglectin any way the weak field, in
these maritime provinces would be for us a most ruinous
policy. To allow to from our hands even the weak-
est interest i§ but little better than criminal. If for the
years to come we are to expect enlargement in the differ-
ent departments of our work, if the staff of missionaries
on the Telugu field is to be multiplied, if we are to see
our University with increased facilities for work and
crowded with students, then, as a first means to such an
end, must we with a tender and jealous care, nuture these
weaker interests scattered here and there in our midst.
Brethren we ought to be planning with more liberal hand
and sustain with a greater expenditure of money tha.
work specifically known as Home Mission work.

There are certain difficulties that we meet, but thank
God, they are not insurmountable. We have not during
the past two or three years seen eye to eye in the°man-
agewent of this work, at least so far as this Province is
concerned ; but let us as brothers’in our Lord give each
other credit for sincereity of motives, for earnestness of
desire to do what each considered the best thing for the
provincial work. And to-day as before God, let each one
of us resolve that if in thought or word we have regarded
each other in any unkindly spirit, here we forget the past,
here we put in practice the yielding spirit for a great
good, here we unitedly bring heart close to heart and
effort side by the side of effort, to help ome another in
these provinces, to give to the Home Mission work a new
and an inspiring stimulus.

There is needed to-day more intensely aggressive efforts
put forth to aid the weak fields, to cultivate many a sec
tion of territory now almost waste and that once was the

scene of toil and rewarded labor on the part of those long’

since gone to their reward. . Let us today say these fields
shall nﬁaiur blossom, if by our increased interest and per-
sistently pressing on the work in the name and for the
sake of our Lord such an end can be attained.

Foreign Work.—In our work abroad a more aggréssiye
policy should at the time be inaugurated to give the
present generation of Telugus, now under our watch care
the Bread of Life. Neﬂr]{ a whole generation has passed
away since that memorable meeting in May of 1875 when
it was decided that our missionaries should take as their
field of labor the northern portion of the Telugu chuntry
During these years much work has been done and which
has told for the eternal good of many of those, who but
for our care for them would have lived and died in dark
ness. The fields were never so promising, never so full-
of hope, and that a great ingathering is in the near future
we have the best of reasons for believing. But look at
our present force on the field.. Oh, how inadequate,
Look at the field through the eyes of those who today
are waiting the decisions of this Conyention. Mission-
aries who at this hour are pleading with God that He will
move us to attemgt greater things than ever before, that
the hundreds of thousands on their respective fiells might
in some way have a saving Christ proclaimed unto them.,
1 would that during these sessions we might look on that
distant field of need with its hundreds of thousands in
darkness, but at the same time a field of promise and
hope, with the emotions and with longings of our devoted
missionaries. I do not wish to complain. I would deal
faithfully with this question. For 25 years since we
began this special work p,mﬁ afinum of these people
to whom no message of life come have died—died in
darkness. Can our present missionary force overtake the
work  that lies before them? How much longer can
Sanford, Churchill and Archibald, the oldest of our band,
hold out? They are tottering mow, end it will be no
matter of surprise if before our next meeting we shall
have news of a final collapse of some of these, Brethren,
for our wearied missionaries’ sake, for the love and
concern you bear those who with worn-and weaken-
ing bodies are holding on when rest is longed for,
for the sake of men and women dyi:f by the
hundred every day and having no knowledge of the
Christ who alone can save, for the sake of that
Christ of whom in your ha experiences you sing
“‘My Jesus I love the,"” more for your own sake, for the
credit of your own name and profession, as the honest,
loyal fpﬁowen of Jesus, for whom you are in duty
bound to do and dare and should he demand even to die,
by all these things let me ask you to come to the help of
this department of our work, to cheerfully _I'EHYOI] in
this hour of need and hope and ,to.Jovingly make
what ever sacrifice the hour d in loving trust in
Christ. But once we through this world.. But one
short life here. The m help usto make this an earn-
est life, an unselfish life. Here ig anopportunity, Here

than ever we have yet en, B sl
FEducational Work.—To our\edncational work let me
briefly refer. This department lies at the foundation of
all our aggressive efforts. Here must be given our, best
thought, Here 18 needed our wisdom, Here is
demanded by the ever increasing needs of a growing  de-
nomination, by the facts of being placed side by of
worthy competitors in the march of the , b fact
that ‘‘the world moves,’’ more and more o outz. A
and yet larger end e in b -
structors, more commodious buildings, in fine every gen-
eration if keeping pace with the {imes must ex; an
increase in the deniands cational work. stand
still will be to be left behind, and ‘'woe betide the Bap-
tists if they allow for any cause their representative insti-
tution of learning to become second to those in the land.
Let us not have a feeling of sad ifani d i
be asked for as the order of the day. If that expenditure
be a wisely used one, it is a sign o(growth and growth we
need. . . . In our University at Wolfville we have a good
thing., 'What a history we can appeal to. What a re-
cord through the past 500r 60 years. No, not in these
Provinces, not in the Dominion, not in America is there
a more splendid record, such return for the outlay, such
dividends to a d ination for its i made.
Think, too, of the blessings high h has been pleased
in so many ways to bestow. We are proud and justly so
of Acadia’s past. But we cannot live on the-past. We can
not advance with a progressive age on a record. What
is needed today is an increased annual income that wills
assure the Governors that their efforts to keep our own
institution abreast of the age meets our warmest wishes,
leases our ambitions, answers the desires of our hearts.
‘0 this end there is a cumbersome indebtedness of thous-
ands of dollars that should be removed, It does not pay
in denominationg! work to have overdrawn bunk scconnt,
Increase there must be of thousands of dollars to the
endowment fund. Large outlays will be necessary o
take full advantage of the generous bequest of the late
Mr. Payzant, and, brothers, can we not say with confi
dance that the aid needed 10 meet the exigencies of the
hour will be forthcoming? Will not & large incressed
amount pledged now be a wise move on our part s s de
nomination? As Baptists we are in these provinces to stay
Let us so arrange our denominational business, s plan,
80 build as these wha expect permanency, who in our re
presentatives are to remsin here uatil in mmk glory

=]

our blessed Lord shall come

P . . . . . » . - B
The question now arlses bow are we o make this ad
cvance which all are agreed in saying shonld be made )
Repeated cnlls are cotning te we from  ever quarter for
help. These many onlls, mot slwsys wm“y made, e

wearisome to the Resh if not the soul.  Mony 8 onr oos
stituency have not large smounts at thaly commsnd that
can he used for purposes outstde the nopds of thelr own
individoal chuireh,  Those miost often alied upon wre in
danger of becomiog discournged ss they are again and
again appealed to, expecially when they think they are
bearing all the burden that it is possible for them to carry
They say in discouraged tones, and what's the use? |
may be permitted to give & few bints, which st some
other time, others of you may see fit to enlarge wpon,
Avpd first let me say onr hl{wu left us & goodly herit-
age. ‘A good name is rather to bhe chosen than Krest
riches.”’  In davs when our denomination wes compari
tively few in numbers and very Mmited in Snancial re-
sources, these laid a grand foundation i denomination.
al works for the good of those coming after them. They
began Home Mission work ; they collin:l«i money to be
expended in giving the g |l to the heathen; they
founded our Academy and College ; the l»r-n the
endowment of the same, collecting t ouum{y. of dollars
for this purpose. They traversed these Provinces by the
sea, not in vestibuled trains or even in the luxurious
stage coach, but on foot, on horse back, along bridle
paths where there were 1o roads and all for the ~purpose
of planting Baptist Churches, for giving to those who
held like beliefs with themselves the best of p vileges
that was in their power. They ever realized that each
year advances must be made and to this end they Rave
they labored, they sacrificed, they put forth efforts thas
which none more heroic have been chronicled in the his-
tory of these Provinces. Men and women vied with each
other in the splendid work that was done, They builded
as they were able houses of worship, plain, 'tis ‘true, but
‘the best they could and within these they pmcldme('l the
gospel with telling power, Many of these places of wor.
ship, meetmg houses as they were called, still stand and
yet remain the church homes of godly con tions
Now, instead of the fathers, we the sons are here, We
stand on the shounlders of the past generation, The
younger men and women have come intothe father's and
mother's possessions. Many of us know but lttle of
hardship or-privations like those of the generations gone
Many among us found on our  entering the clmﬁn of
Christ, a good place of worship ; when we wanted  to go

abroad to school an Academy, a College all
our availing ourselves of thye-e was °§§¢ “eq mm‘

cost,

But the age demands enlargement. The t calls
for enlargement. We must not ignore the fact that the
next generation's interests must he cared for. Our
honored fathers taught us this lesson. To day our
[vyzimger men and women must realize, must have the
burden of this great responsibility laid upon them, that
it is for them to carry on this work, carry it om not
merely as the fathers did ; but as the fathers would were
they here now and'in the enjoyment of what we possess,
Think you tlfose godly, those self-scrificing, those men
of such heéroic purposes would rest with things aswe ind
them at the opening of this conventi

means, no. They would gird themselves mﬁ‘&?}
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