The Varying Regions of Canada—The
Experimental Farms of the West,

Farm Methods—Fruit Culture at Agassiz—
Ferns and Firs at Agassiz—Mountain
Forests—Brome Grass—Shelter Belts and
Blizzards— Too Much Wheat Growing,

From what has been said in the
preceding letter it will have been gath-
ered that there are certain difficulties
and perils psculiar to farming in the
west. A very rapid and cursory ac-
quaintance with westerm farming is
enough to’ show that even the most
hurried visit to the west will show |
this féature. As he passes across
Canada from cast to west some very
peculiar and striking characteristics
of the vanious portions of {he coun-
try imgpress themselves on the passer

after leaving edstern Ontario. On the
eastern side of the Red River there is
e beginning of the fevel dands of the
Red River valley. There is a level
land, evidently ‘moist, with a pgreat
deal of bushy growth amd ‘much net-
ural meadow. Crossing the Red River
and journeying west -beywx’w‘hmlpes'
we have first the Maxnlitoba region, in
which ' we find true plains stretching
to the horizon in ail directions, almost
without trees, except' on the river
bamks, where they stiil grow to a good:
size. | After that comes ‘the region of
the termitories usually spoken of as
- the Northwest, aimost treeless, and
finally the ranching country, reaching
to the foot of the Rockies, which may
be called treeless. This latter part is
higher, for the level ‘rises steadily as

There are about 54 acres_in mpple
treaotmesmwmovmeqe-.’hem

herries, blackberries, etc. Of this large
number a great pant are mot adapted

{ to lthe locality, and will mot be! of

value. The great benefit of the work
now being carried on is to.make plain
to the orchardist what varieties’ he
| ghould aviid. Of course the production
of fruit is large. In 1895 from 13-8
acres 42 tons were shipped, and at pre-
sent the market is lMmitless. On the
farm at Agassiz a great many experi-
ments are made in the growth of shade
trees, flowering shrubs, hedgerows and
flowers, These «ll grow to perfection
in this climate and soil. ‘Every wvariety
of plant @n which leaf and  flower
growsh is important grows in profu-
sion here. There are two plants na-
tive to the provinee which are most
striking. These are very Metent in

‘& h r .ﬁﬁn and vary
ine from 4 to 6 feet in diameter. The
second is the fern. The fern growth
is rzally rorising. You constantiy
encoanter plants 10 feet high, and are
teld of Jarger individuals of 16 and
even more feet. The rapid growth of
ferns is one of the difficulties of farm-
ing in the province, Thére the fern is
really a troublesome weed. The firs
clothe the mountains with great for-
ests of most wvaluable timber, such
forests as excite the interest and de-
light of any one who admires fine
frees. - Fire commits great ravages.
Enormous sreas are burned over every
year, and the sight of these mavaged
forests and charred hillsides i8 a most
unpleasant reminder of the waste that
seems to be inevitable.

One of the problems of economics in
British Columbia is how to utilise the
forest wealth. How are men to bring
these huge trunks, weighing many
tons, from the steep slopes on which
they grow, thousands of feet above
the valley in which are the stream and
the saw mill? - No doubt this guestion
will be solved as soon as the demeand
for lumber has reduced ithe more ac-
cessible foresits. The farms at Indian

ewd and at Brandon are nearly
ilike in their situation, soil and work,

{ and we may comsider them @as being

prindipaily occupied with the cultiva-
tor of grain. They centainly do some-
thing towards mixed fanming, and
%eep animals of the princiral breeds,

% bi:t'the'se farms do for the most part

work . along the Jines of the actual

:Mceot’thewcamy. _In conse-
. .| quence, : wheat and other grain form

he Indian Head farm is situated on

T

'~:§ ]

-the main line of the C. P. R., about

Northwest. It must be u

4 that the great wheat growing region.
-{1s Manitoba, and that wheat growing |-
in the Territories west of Manitoba is |,
not as a rtule considered sound prac-

tice, There fis @ good deal of it, but
the most thoughtful farmens seem to
‘Inecline to mixed farming as the com-
ing system. There are, tcwever, cer-
tain sections in whica wheat has been
“grown with success, snd will no doubt
continue“to be so growns One of the
best of these s st Indian Head, and

T within 'a few miles of the farm we

saw blocks vontainmg many  square
miles, which were expected to yield 40
or 45 bushels per acre. .

The experimeants carried on at In-
dian Head include:

47 var. wheat, 1-1 ecre plot. -
10 var. wheat, 5 acre piot.

. Wheat, 10 acre plot.
var. barley, 1-10 acre plot.
re plov.

week, There are also plots of wheat,

| barley, oats acd peas, three iniches,
| two inch:s amnd one imch deep, and

‘scwed with mrlngltwth and ordinary
_seeder, Finally there are plots in

HIH

they are on 'the Agassiz farm

 face of ‘the ground, and blows it off;

n some cases even blowing grain
which had sprouted out of root. - The
open country gives this wind free
course, and 'its free course gives it an
cpen field. ‘The remedy, as stated by
Mr. McKay of Indian Head, is to plant
shelter belts.

Fortunately " there are several trees
which grow fairly well. These are the
Manitoba. maple, really the box alder,
naltive poplar, American cotbonwood,
Russian poplar and Russian wilow.
The Manitoba maple is the most av-
aflable and does well.  The seed
should be sown in beds, the young
trees set two feet apart, and cut back
for a. few years. They will thus make
a perfect wind break, and if desired
more tander trees may be grown in

i and northeast, and by such a systéem
of planting there would be a shelter
belt every 220 yards from north to
south, amnd injury from wind would
be almost unfeit. @At present these
shelter belts are conspicuously want-
ing except on the experimental farms.
The land needs moisture and shelter.
Trees would give it shelter and would
help to give it moisture. They would
at least preveat the drying effect of
searching winds, and the bdlowing
away of precious soil.

As has been already said, the well-
fare of the population, and their even
prosperity, turns upon the adoption of
mixed farming. There may be a few
localities where wheat alone will give
the best results, but they must be few.
| Mixed farming furnishes employment
{ in the winter, varies the occupation,
« introduces the educative influence of
breeding, which is in itself an in-
spiring study, and by a variety of pro-
duet prevents ithe accident of total
failure. Total failure often comes to
the farmer who grows wheat alone.
Farmers are hailed out at times. A
square mile . of wheat, good for 30,000
' bushels,” which at ithe presenit price is
worth $24,000, may be totally destroy-
€d in ten minutes by haill This some-
times happens. It sometimes happens
in a succession of years. “When it
Goes of course the farmmer is ruined.
This any one will admit is an. excep-
tionad case, It is net right or safe to
generalize from exceptions. TLeét lar-

| of dcres of wheat in Mani-

_ producing “from seven to

per year, as prices vary.
faictory? It ‘certainly is

the vemedy lies in the adop-
mixed farming and better far-

- 'Want of spaice prevents further no-
i tice of these experimental farms. They
deserve several letters, and the an-
; mual reports should be secured by all
{ farmers aod carefully studied. . Mr.
i Sharpe of Agassiz, and Mr. McKay of
‘ Indian Head were at home and gave
t'us full informnation. = Mr. Bennet of
. Brandon ‘was absent, to our regret.
At Indian Head we found the Nova
Scotian whose presence always fills
‘cur cup, in the person of Mr. Frank
| Musgrove, the courteous station mas-
| ter, who is a native of Sydney, C. B.
At Brandon we visited the hospital
building, meeting Miss Bertha Grant
of Springhill, Pictou county, N. S.
“Miss Grant's brothers farm in the
| nefghborhood, but time did not per-
mit us to visit them, or to drive out to
the Blue Hills of Brandon; which in-
vited us most temptingly, and where
: we would have been sure of a welcome
from Rev. Mr. Roddick and other
friends. A C. B.
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ger averages speak. Today there are,
thousands

| Belfast's Lord Mayor Appointed a

Privy Councillor.

Ship - Builder.

The Belfast Weekly News of Aug-
ust 14" contains a long sketch of the
Right Hon. W. . Pirrle, the popuiar
Liord Mayor of Beilfast, whowe recent
appointment as” a Privy Councillor
“bas boen received with unfeigned
safiisfaction by 211 sefions of the com-
munity,”

Mr. Pirrie was born in Quebec in
1847, but when heé was ‘quite a child
his widowed mother returned with
bim o Irzland. At the age of 15 he
enterad the employ of IIarland &
‘Wolft, and 12 years later Lecame a
partner in ‘the great shipbuilling firm
of Harland & Wolft, Ltd. .

“Oune phass of Mr. Pirrie's career
i as o shipbultler is unique.  Other

"results in the way of new departures
or reforms in the models, lhie internal
arrangements, and the fitting up of

.passenger  sieamers.  Kven while ‘in
his indentures Mr. Pirrie studied ship
construztion and carried osut work on

{ some of the greai shipbuilding rivers

¢ of this countrv. But - the phase to

" which we have alluded—ithe import-

~ance of which cannot be too strongly
emphasized—is the study of naval ar-
chitecture and ‘the gemeral .arrange-

i ment and fitting up of passenger ships
for special ‘trades, on/ the ocean, dur-
ing voyages ‘on the Atliaatic, in the
Mediterranean, the Indian Ocean and
the Pacifiz. The first of these techni-
call educational voyages was made in
1872, and the result was improvements
wimost amounting © to immontant new
deapartures in the Britannic and Ger-
manic, which were built to embody
the new ‘ideas thus formel ‘by Mr.
Pirdle. The appointments of these
vesscls were more like those of a mod-

ern hotel, with large statervoms, per- :
fect ventilation and luxumous fittings,

than the ordinary passenger ship with
the orthodcx cubby-holes, with shelves
on Jne side doing for beds; and ithe
smells. Other ard further improve-
ments, gathered on subsequent Atlan-
tic voyages, were incorporated in the
Teutonic and Majestie, which are still,
peérhaps, unsurpasss? in everything
intendei to make the voyage across
the Atlantic a tholiday trip, with aH
the nmeans of comfort, and every sense
of safety prevailing. It is  pleasant
to note, and sigaificant as showing
the opinions of the White Star c¢oms
pany, ‘and the perisct taste and deli-
cate. 'tb;ll,dhfdl_;"u’ ‘ Y,

toba and the Northwest, which will @

.is by a close examination and deep
inspection of the meéthods of the pant-
ners of Harland & Wolff, IfT., that
we are enablad to account for the =x-
traordinary s&uccess of ths firm—suc-
cess to which Mr, Pirrle, inf a speech
made some time ago, refecred in be-
coming langudge, and with just préde,
in th&se words: ‘AMhough’ the total
production of vesssls in the United
Kingdom was about ‘the same in 1895
as it was ten or twelve yéars ago, Bel-

fast in the meantime has actually’

doubled its output of tonnage.’ This
great company launched sixty-two
vessels of 322,775 ftoms, witth 133,240
i. h. p., ‘dérirg ithe five years ending
with 1895. They give emplovment to
about 8,000 men, and pay in wages an

average of about £12,000 per week;

whereas some thirty-five years ago
the firm only employed something hike
100 men, and the works were contain-
ed within something over and acre
and a half of ground.
“Nothwithstanding the heavy de-
mamnds and strains of his business
upon Mr, Pircie, he has devoted an
important share of time to the public
intercst and well-being >t Belfast. = .
‘“Thers: was gaood reason to believe
the shipbuilder would make ‘a chief
magistrate of the first order, am, to
quote a’current, if inelegant, saying; he
has beenan “up-to-date’” lord mayor.

His views are forwdrd, as become a

man of ability, strength, and courage.
It is but natural that, with his own
educational experience, its difficulti
+and defects, he should 'take
wide, and practical interest in e
- tion. .He is for technical instruction,

however, on the lines of those who at-.
importance

tach ' more « e o what is
learned in the school than to the ex-

perience gained. in the workshop. In
discussing the subject with such per-
+-8ons it is discovered that they have in

- A, Wichita man bas invented an ap-
pliance which he says is to be at-
tached to brooms used in  hospitals.
‘It 18 & tank to hold b

is arranged so that the stroke of the
broom feeds the liquid to the straws,
distributing it regularly as the broom
is drawn over the floor.

» |, Great numbers of red oak tréea in

the. vicinity of TLong -Bedch, Miss.,
have besn mysteriously withering in a
day and apparenily dyingi The only
guess made as 1o the ‘cause is that
in this stage of the sap flow the trees
are unable to withstand the drought
which has marked the season there.

™. their minds the cultivation of taste in

the designing of textile fabrics or
decorative materials, tapestries, and

wall papers rather' than the acquisi-:
end , tion of mechanical skill in the iron and

wood trades and: engineering. Wh
this is.borne in mind. it will ol
Iy assist us to. come to v
standing, and my hearty sup will
be given to a judiciously considered
:l!,mtq;n,em for the encouragement and
‘development of technical education.’
W? (Anc his . own, office,
“throughout | the great shipbuilding
establishment, there is evidence of or-

: power,  and - readiness

] emcunting tc anxiety, to utilize every

He Was Born in Quebec—His: Career as a’

race ol progress, and every movement
in a forward direction has been facili-
tated by the lord mayor since his elec-
iion.”

' 1. SOME QUEER CURRENCY.

Potatoes Given for Debts and Onlcms
, £w Change.

Boys in the east sometimes think
mpney a ‘acarce enough article, ‘but
they really know very Hitle ‘about it
comparad witht what some of their
cousins from the far west could tell
them. There, mays the San Framecisco
Chronicle, one often goes ‘for days
without sight of ¢vem so miuch as a
nickel, axnd then the people resor: to
all sorts of queer devices to ‘‘make
change.”

An ‘eastern mam, who had occasion
to spend many months in Montana,
tells of having seém a snan buy a box
of maitches with a watermelon and
receive as change two muskmelons.
Another paid for suspersders in tur-
nips and got a carrot. or two back
with his purchase. ’

“But -of all the queer finamicial tran-
sactitons ‘that I have ever known,”
(Said he, “the oddest came under the
head of “pa : fiddl : ’

1o be giver

tain, and I agreed to go along with
one of the boys amd see the fun.
After going through the claborate pre-
paracions. of blacking his. boots and
putting on a collar, I saw my ccm-
ranion- go to the potato bin and
carefully select a dozen nice potatoes
and put them in his pocket. No soon-
er had we arrived at the ‘music hall’

"than ‘he gracefully surrendered his

vegetables for an entrance ticket. But
what puzzled me the most was that
upon coming out after dancirg all
night he was givem two onions as
‘change.” I have been trying to make
up my mind ever since just what that
cance was worth in the ‘currency of
the rsalm.”
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AN OLD 42ND HIGHLANDER,

Wiho Seventy-Five Years Ago Llived
a Hermit’'s Life in the Woods
Near St. John.
(Cor. Halifax Recorder, Aug. 28.)

There was living at this period—1822
“—in the neighborhood of St. John, N.

i B., an aged hermit named John Mac-

kenzie. He was born’ in Inverness-
shire. Barly in life he enfisted in the
4ind  Regiment, and served unger
Lord Cornwallis' during the whole
American war. In the army he dis-+
tinguighed himself by many heroic
acots and was esteemed one of the best
marksmen im the corps. For strength’
of ‘body he was equally remarkable,
being able to carry in his arms easily
to a counsiderable distance 250 ibs. At
the conclusion of the war Mackenzie,
with many others, was disbanded here,
hoping by settling in these provinces
t0 gain an inderemdency. But the

babits of i eAvier unfitted Lineren-.

rural ts, but he was the

| e dis- |

umself @ hovel, r a dem, from

which he wouud fssue forth at times

with a few baskets of his manufac-
ture. ‘The sale of dhese articles fur-
nished him with all the necessaries
hia domestic - economy  vequired. In
this manner he lived upwards of'thirty

always e€scape observation, nor his

was mot undisturbed, for the fires,
whiich ‘at several periods had ravaged
the woods, had often burmt his little
afll, and he escap>d with difficnlty from
the conflagrsiion.

From his paturally proud and inde-

the least gratuity, and articles feft
near his hut for his use were always
left: untouched. Ome winter he . was
severely frost bitten and he was re- |
moved to Carleton, where kis hut was
built mear the gravevard. Oid  age
crept on apace, and at last unnerved |
his arm, enfeebled his mind, and al-

reduced him to ithe mecessity of ac-

it was said that be bhad almost €or-

‘| gotiten his native language—the Gae- |

lc—and his Eoglish was scarcely in-
country a glow of enthusiasm was.

tion 'of youthful impressions. At the
mention of the gaillant 42nd he would
becom> aniimaited; ‘for & moment you
oxuld ‘trace in him the remains of the

was_fransitory. It awakenel ideas
lowel by the Aot ARl

¥ e
. REACHING FOR THE HEART.
MRS. WELDON A VICTIN, KOOTENAY

Gp

Dizziness and.(au'i? 1 “ s
associated with Rhéumﬁéﬁx@r&%/ ‘
tions that the Rheumatisin is begi

beard, he would retire into ths interior
of his hut, saying: “It's a’ ower now
T'll soon gang there,” polating to tne
graveyard. The citizens of St. Jonp
Were appealed 'to to offer the hand of
speedy assistance. The oid soldler’s
miserable hut was descrived as being
insufficient ito afford  shelter to hio
aged frame; he was often unable to
help himself to arcything. Siraw was
his bed, a block of wood was his pil-
low, and his food was what the char-
ity of the neighboring cottagers “pe-
sbowed: And this, alas, was theo de-
plorable condition, the latter eng of
a. brave old Highlander, who had
fought nobly to maintain British su-
premacy on this coxatinaat.
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SWEET FIOWERS AND GRASSE3

I own a love for every flower that blows:

The wee, wild star-tlowsr, double damask
rose,

Fine lady poppies, with their airs and graces

Am} pausivs with their sweet, expressiy.
aces,

But there is none surpasseés the eweet paa:
It elisbs so high and blooms so layishly,
The fragrance of its butterfly-like flowers
Dea;er.h ‘the thought of youth in gardey
OWers.

The maiden in her teens, with braided hair,
Who loves its sprays in her light 8arb to
wear,

| The tender-hearted little ones who. griev

Sawpe e e guracn

Tho morning-glory wakes at dawn  her
flowers,

Whose time of sleep comss ‘ere the sunset
hours,

Their bells of varted hues chime to my heart
Ot cherished ones the earliest to depart.

I love that towering waad all golden ga
That 1lifts its wands ‘long bank or i-n{:ed
highway,

I have a fellow-fesling with the rue,
Emblcm of those who would past devds undo,

But, ah ! the breauty of the abourding gra;
Type of that graze that doth all thiugs!fi
surpass,

It fills the mower's vales, clothes heights un-

trod,
Save by the Zootstaps of the hosts of Goi.
MARGARET GC. CURRIE.

LOGGEE AND THE TROUT.

(Vancouver World.)

The following appears in an ex-
change concerning a gentleman well-
known in this cify, formerly of the
Miramithi,- N. B., and reads well:

a devotee of the
£piit bamboo and nevér lets go of a
chance. to wet a line in a trout brook.
Every one is well aware also that
western Washington s a damp coun-
try in the winter, and that heavy fog
is common. Now, it chanced that
Loggie and the rainy season struck
the coast about the same time, and
Soon a friend informed George that
the best place on eanth for trout was
a creek not far away. That was en-
ough. Loggie inquired as to the route,
bdit, etc, and early next morning
struck out through the woods on the
trail to the creek. It was very foggy
and progress was slow, but soon the
sound of swift running water told our
angler ﬂgt the place was reached. He
Was on the creek bank and alone in a

D the

years;, but his migrations could not |,

habitation concealment.  Yet living |
i thiis immured, sécluded life, his repose

‘pendent spinit he would not receive |

thougn he struggled hard with nature, |
telligible, yat on memtioning his native |

hard Caledonian soldder, but the gleam |

and
Dizzy |

ST: STEPHEN'S NEW WHARF.

_ A correspondent writes from St. Ste-
hen to the Sun, under date of Aug.

cepting the assistance of the chari- | toy
table. Speaking of hiim at this time, | His

‘perceptibly kindled from the recollec- | wi

€ port, Andrew DeWolfe
jends. The cost to the
| less than two cents each.

d ‘for by the province.”

to work its direful influence on
centre of h& itself—the heart,

«. Mrs.Martha W, 5 0F:
~Hamilion, Onf., 09 :
“this kind, when on the:
of a friend" she-began
enay.” : % Jet :
= In her sworn declaration she says :—
I wassow 1.sore that it took me
uautes to get out of bed,
; in imimy knees was so
severe that I nearly fell down stairs.
My appetite was very and I wasat
:;;ng ‘oteifeﬁa ;Illth such dizziness that I
thought ting  would _surely follow.
On the recommendation ofayfri'end, ¢
commenced to take Ryckman'’s Kootenay

| Cure, and immediately began to gain

strength and recover the use of my limbs.
ow there is no pain or soreness what-
ever in my legs. Iam willing and anxi-
ous that all my friends should know what
-a grand medicine Kootenay Cure is, and
I sincerely recommend it for Rheumatism
| and asa general tonic.”
Sold by all druggists, or The S. S,
Ryckman Medicine Co., (Limited); Ham-
ilton.

Chart book sent free to any address,

fee Boston Herald of Friday says:

or three yeans ago fthe Taw-

rence sctentific sohool 'was the most

insignificent of all the derartments of
‘#he university; them Montague Cham-
berlain was transferred from récorder
of the college io ihe echair of secre-
tary in e sdientific sdhool. Since
then, through ‘the efforts of Dean
Shafler and Seceredtary OChainberlain,
the school has made ravid gaims, till
it ranks among the leaders dn its line.
No student ever regrets contact with
“Monite’ - Chamberlain, as he is fam-
fliarly knowm; for, beside possessing
remarkable organizing amd executive
abilities, he has the facrity of being
every student’s friend and oenfidant.
To Rim, more than any other man,
‘the remarkable growth of the scien-
/ﬂﬂc schoolsis due.”

BRITISH
Offers a Greg
Canadia

State of Trade in
Cheese, Buttd
try and

Prof. Robertson Talkg
cent Visit to ¢

Ottawa, Aug. 20
Canadian agricul
markets of Great§
ticular interest af
The material pros
so intimately bows
sults which the 1§
their labors that W
crops, good prices
mand, every com
facturing concern
business with lan
fessional men
more quickly ang
classes of the peo
financial obligatios
ness and regu
general prosperity

Professor Robe
of. agriculture ang
from a mission to
In response to an
he found Canadiax
ing in Great Brifs
presentative of th
CANADIAN PRO

BRI

Great and con
has been given #d
in the British pap
son. That may le
vantage in the deé
produocts. The e6
Great Britain, wH
trouble itself with
ces whence their
have been persist
ously made awarg
Canada is the pre
empire, and a ple
sorts of good thing
from the best quall
finest of cheese
bread, from the md
steak to lusclous
peaches and pears,
made in the gove
the Northwest
bricks of gold (In
Klondyke and Kool
of the Woods.

BUSINESS ‘¥

The British busin
meets from day te
find a decided' pref
for things Canadig
onial; but that wih
comes to the npo
select goods for &
his preferential
the warehouse and
and buys only

~ fore p\ue re. whole

country ‘where the |
of the people are o
in reganrd to cleandi
More than ever #
are becoming the
plus foods of all .
final disposal. The
undance and varie
markets of the gre
have beccme fastid
criminating buye
the great cities, wi
tices the poor, and
clothing of the lo
struck by the well
their faces and M
qualitles of all kh
pink of fine con
eteads demand, at
ces; and for the 4§
of an Inferior qua
dition, the prices
though the demany
nivorous. :
FRBSH
I saw only one
dressed beef here 1
cut up on the coun
compared most f

sale. The outside’
lost the bloom of
doubtless prevente
at as high a p
‘obtainable for the

carcasses of En
chilled beef “im
tain ‘from  the - Ui
fetching wholesak
the yusrter. as

an expert judge
examination from
mals *he roasts

lower pnice than
I have mentioned
be a large openis
in .chilled 'beef #
beef, particulariy i
the Northwest T
handled to the
much lower costii

than alive. Thersll




