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I. Naakiad io g«n«ral ooaMnt* to tba
faalirf in tht Ihfitj. Tbii ii> an nndwubtwl
frfOt, wbieb Bona can gainwv. Not only
do CbriMiaaa, im aad Mobainmatanii
aoknowladgp a pf>mHial Ood - not unljr

did tb* aaoirat Oneka and Romans and
Bgyptiaaa wor«bip an All Fatbt-r - bat
imctioailj afrrr nation thionghont the
world proiteaMa the aanie baliefi—tba in*

aanrrabia millioax of China ami
Ja|Mn—tba moltttadax of India
tba wild tribaa of Afrit a tbe Amar
ioaa Iitdiaaa, tha aboriginaa of AnatraJia,
tba K<H|uinaax of tba Arotio Circle, the
Hottentot (^ tba Torrid Zone, all atlcre a
Baprvma Beinn and although it it claimed
tbat Iribaa have been diacorered who had,
apparaatlj, ao cooce|itioo of a deitr, yet,

if we allow these claime, whiob are'by no
roeaaa olearly proved, the exoeptionM are
Mill ao rare tbat we mar maintain that
tiie belief in a 0<Mi ia k> nearly aniver>al
amoAg tbe fbmiliea of the earth aa to ja*
tify th« inferenoe that there ia aomething
Id tba oonatituiioD of human natore wliicb
niggoata tba idea to man, or eJM tbat it ia

oae of the primitiTe belief* which ha« bean
baaded down ftam the beginning of (he
raee, notil now. OioteiK]n« and dexraded
aa are tba forma in whioh thi* belief often
M4)earp, it i* poMiblv to trace feataree in
tbem, all which point to an original nni-
ven«l belief in a pentonal Clod of power
and goodnew. Polytheistic and other d».
graded idea* of the Deity 'ire evidently de-
partnree fhmi the original Thane are not
aniveraal. Tbe common featare' in which
the manifold form* of religion coincide
teatify to an original uoiveml l«lief aoeh
aajoat allegad.

How, then, are we to aceoant for (ha
immemorial, nniveml belief in Ood f It

oaonot be aaid that ia ia a mere hiotorical

eoneloaion, aa error of oar forebthera.

wblab baa baaa traaemit^ tttm geaeta*
(km to naaaiMtioa beaaaae ia tba ooarpo of
aeuluriaa it «roaid bava bean f«o(iflfd.

Tba pbeaomeaoB of iabetwnt baliof ia Ood
oaa only be explained a< a uataral iaetiaai,

aa a raaalt of tba inOnanoa of tba aeaaae
upoB tba rea>oe. There in in the generality
of maakiad a Ood-eonaeioaMne<4, Jtiat aa
ibera ie a aelf-PoaaektaaaeM. Ii \» trw
tbat aoaia men aeem t» laiik tbi* Oo>l-
coanokra»aa«a jnxta* there ara eaiH>»

of oobir blindne**, or even of partial iaaen-

aibility to moral diatinetinn*. Bnt in en«b
in'taneea we may well demand whether
tbe faoalty baa not been atr>pbied by ne>

gleet, whether the evea of tha wral that
oaoa did perceive Ood have not i^en pal
onti wbetoer tliia inability to recognise the
esiatence pt Ood i* permanent, of only
tamporaiyi whether th- 0<Ni>oon*oiotta-

neen be not dormant rather than dead or
non-ezi»f•nU" At any rate theee are ex*
oeptrane to the general role. St. Thoma*
Aqniaaa waa but oonflrming the axiom of
Giowo and Seneca when he aaki, "Tbat
wbkh all men affirm cannot be false."

And it ha* been alwava held that anive^'
aal toHtimony may be accepted aa evidenae
of tba natural intuition of mankind.
Tbarefbre we mn-t oonoludo that when all

men with common con-eat believe tbat
Ood exiatM, Ood doea oziat.

II. The aecoad arirament we peadaw
for tbe belief ia the exj^teaca of a Ood. ia

thM of v-flbtit a hI caa>e. No law i« iuu««
univcTMl t)iar tbiat every eflhst iMuttt

have a u!D'«. We are ill, and we kaow
tbat aomethiBK eaoaxd that illneaa. It

raina, aad we know that aome auaw^pherie
change* peedaced that rain. We etamble
aa we walk, and we know that aooM tni*

pediment oaoaed a« to atnmble. Dmy
change* into nisht, and we know tbat
aomething baa obaoarrd the light of tbe
anni and ao, wheaever we aee an event, we
cannot help infrrring that it munt have
originated m a canae, it being inipoaxible
evea *o imagine an event without a can»e.

Natare exieta; we aee it,we feel it. Now,
reaaon tells ua there ia no work withoal a
workman, and flrom thia axiom, which
admiu of no exception, we conclude that
there raoH tte a aapreme workman, apart
from natare, who liaa created all tbinoi;
tiwt thia workman mart be from etemito
eternal with«ot ever having been created.
Nature baa life, movementt hot raaaoa

talla na there ia no motion witbcmt a rooton
-aad ftom tbiraziom, wbiolt admita of ao


