
a IMPERIAL ARCHITECTS

Otis, in biting terms, satirizes the one, and in
quite as enthusiastic language expounds the
other. Illustrative of English ignorance, he
tells how one Secretary of State conducted
affairs, " without knowing whether Jamaica
lay in the Mediterranean, the Baltic, or in
the moon

;
letters were often received directed

to the Governor of the Island of New Eng-
land."* Concerning American loyalty, he is

equally emphatic: "Nothing can eradicate
from their hearts their natural, and almost
mechanical, affection for Great Britain.
We love, esteem, and reverence our Mother
Country, and adore our King. And could the
choice ofindependency be offered the Colonies,
or subjection to Great Britain upon any terms
above absolute slavery, I am convinced they
would accept the latter."* If the surprise
was so great in America, how much greater
was it in England

! The shock occasioned
by the upsetting of these beliefs was further
augmented, in England, by the defeat of
English arms.

As with the individual, so with the nation,
the great shock compelled retrospection.

1 Otis, Rights of the Colonies Asserted and Proved
Boston, 1764.

* Ibid.


