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;It Is the desire ot the Government that the
ivestigation should be thorough and complete,
ad that each and every charge that has been
iiade In the mine;-s' petition should be thor-
»ghly Investigated, and that you should make
definite raport, giving your tlnding< upon the

vidence submitted In support of each charge, re-

iirnlng your report along with a copy of the
Evidence.

It is absolutely necessary that your report
Ihould be In my hands befove the meeting of
parliament, and I shall therefore expect you to

end it out by special messenger, If necess&ry,
soon as the Ice Is In condition to permit of

|ravel southward from Cawson City.

Phat is the course which the Government
jok in connection with the investigation. I

jiiive no report as yet if the lesult. The
pewspapers contain some reports more or

Rss reliable, I have a preliminary note from
[r. Ogilvle, saying that the report would be
jrwarded in a short time, and tlien I will

ly It on the Table, and the House will know
IS roil h ^I'out it as I.

Now, ""^1. .Hpi^aker, I come to another mat-

ie^ . I - X shall be within the judgment
^t

• w^hen I say that the House was
Uti 'iii'iv pained by the references which
rei-e made to Major Walsh in the speech of

le lion, member for Pictou. Whether the
^on. member conceived that tnose statements
fere true or not, the manner in which they
fere made was certainly most objectionable.
sent word to Major Waish at once that

iese statements had bsen made ;
T told him

tiat I thought he ought to come to Ottawa
id see the official report of the speech made

the hon. member for Pictou. He came
(ince, and I gave him the report of the

Bech. Ue went away and examined it,

^d then wrote the following letter :—

jrhil

Ottawa, 3rd April, 1899.

Dear Sir,—I have read Sir Hibbert Tupper's
nak-ds charges against the
lU.s in the Yukon district

.. ;; Commissioner.
\l i;i\ xses against my ohar-

• «re concerned, I defy
fi/- .Ish a single particle

I ,;y^nrt of any one of
; til .)roduce any person

. «peoch, in wliich he
.*dniinistratlou of ^^i

e I was Gover
So far as the ;i" "

iter and adiiv U '

r Hibbert Tu h-

reliable evldtuc
em. I further defy
ho ever saw mo undfe. i'

. influence ot liquor,

ilither in the iTukon or au>wliere else. While In

the Yukon I abstained from the use ot spirits
,nd also tobacco, and my other habits conformed
every v. ay to this abstemious course. During
stay in Dawson I lived lii a tent surrounded
part of tht staff and a large number of
pers. My time was entirely taken up with

bile business, either in my office or In my tent.
9 o'clock '.n the morning I walked to my

ce, at noon returned to my tent, at 1.30 p.m.
jJ^fain went tc the ofHce, and at 5 p.m. returned

j^ 'le tent. , \> was my daily routine, so that I
^«' ed thro<'; • ar streets of Dawson four times

ery day, S.'i > pxi'^pted Every day but Sun-
,y I coMld b' ,

. ai).v person who had busl-
Bess with me, e .^;j,;, ibac, of course, people had
to take their turn In securing Interviews. Dur-
fjg my s^ay in Dawson I only left my camp
fter 6 p.m. three times. While I was In Daw-
V It was almost continuous daylight, and my

was under full view of every one. Eyerybody

could see what was going on. My evenings were
generally taken iip with people calling to obtain
Information. I defy any one to truthfully say that
any improper act ever took place lA my camp.
I challenge and defy any person to prove me
guilty of any Improper act In either my public or
private life during my period ot service In tha
Yukon, or of dealing in or having any Jntersst
in any mines or Government property of any
kind. «

I engaged with the Government, as you know,
to go to tbe Yukoqi for one year only, although
my commission did not so state. That was my
understanding with you. During that time I
accomplished all tht-t I expected and hoped to
be able to do. i laboured earnestly and
conscientiously to the best of my ability
to do my duty to the Government, and
returned at the end of the time, bringing nothing
except the consciousness ot having done my best
to perform a difficult -and trying duty. I close
by repeating that I defy Sir Hibbert Tapper, or
auybody else, to prove that while I was in the
Yukon territory, I was ever under the Influence
of Manor or was ever guilty of a single act of
Immoiv'Uy.

^ have the honour to be, sir.

Your obedient servant,
J. M. WALSH.

Sir, the newspapers liave been filled with
interviews condemnatory of the Yukon ad-
ministration. I am not going to go through
and examine them, but I am going to point

out one or two things that have happened in

that connection which will perhaps indicate

to some extent the reason why those inter-

views were so plentiful and so lurid in their

character. One interview of which the most
is made was an interview by Captain. Con-
frtantine, who was formerly in comnand of
the police in the district under tlie L.te Gov-
ernment, and for some time under this Gov-
ernment. I think I know Captalu Constan-
tino better than any man on the other side.

I havj known him for seventeen or eighteen
years. Ho is a good offloer. who. I do not
think, would do anything contrary to law,
and am certain he is a reliable, faithful
oti'cer. He came out from the Yukon dis-

trict, and an interview witli him was pub-
lished of a most violent condemnatory kind
with regard to the administration, and much
wns made of that Interview. And if it had
been a genuine interview, the testimony of
Captiiin Constantino would be testimony to
\Ahich a great deal of cr?dlt should lie at-

tached. But Captain Constantino repudiates
the whole in'-erview. I will give you another
illustration. T^jiere wer.; two men ii; the
city the othe:* day named Deville i^nd
Mangold. There iii/,;cared an. interview in a
newspaper in which they condemnetl thft

administrntion in the Yukon district ; but I

have a letter from their solicitor, in whicii
they say that they were never Interviewed at
all. but that a drunken reporter—a drunken
reporter, mark you, Mr. Speaker—followed
them on the streets to their solicitor's office

and v/as ejected from the office, and then
wrote this interview condemning the Govern-
ment. This letter is from Mr. Latchford. a re-

spected and well known solicitor in this city.

I nm not going to take up the time of


