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feather or beak of a bird, the claw or tooth of an

animal, a root, a herb, a fruit, a scale, a stone, no

matter what. He believes that this tutelary spirit

will protect him against the evil genii, who to injure

the children of earth excite the winds and waves,

lightning, thunder, and storm. This spirit protects

him against the attacks of his enemies, and wild

beasts, and in all diseases that come upon him.

If I mention these dangerous and diabolical su-

perstitions, so profoundly rooted in the mind of the

Indian, it is to display more clearly the courage,

firmness, patience, and perseverance which Louise

must have had to oppose them successfully and

even overcome them. Louise prepared herself for

the struggle by long prayers and frequent fasts, and

fortified herself by her humility, by her fidelity to

the grace of our Lord, who made use of her as a

chosen instrument to crush the monstrous serpent

beneath her feet, and expel him from her tribe.

Nevertheless, the devil never sleeps, he is always

sowing tares in the good field, as Holy Scripture

tells us, he "goeth about like a roaring lion, seek-

ing whom he may devour." We must always fly

to the "Watch and pray," for we perceive ahva\s

that some trace of the old leaven remains.


