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. I fliall now r^qucft the indulgence of thic Honourable

Houfe whtlc I offer a ft-w Obfervatio.is on fomc of the Ar-
ticles of the New ( onftitiition, as they appear in the Hili ;

and fubmit, for their Confideration, fuch Keafons for alter-

ing thefc Claiifcs as h;i e occurred to me in die ihort time

fince I have had Communication of the Bill.

Sir, the Rill now under the Deliberation of this Honour,
able Houfe flates, in the Preamble, tiiatthe A61 of the 14th

of His Majefty, commonly called the Qiiebec Adl, " is, irj

tnany Ucfpefts, inapplicable to the prelent Condition and
" Circumdances or the faid Province."

This, Sir, is very true i and juftifies the Complaints of

the People, fo often exprefled in their Petitions againft that

AO:. They have had a long and painful I xperience of the

Inefficiency of the A6V ; they have feverely felt, and fuffered,

under the Confi.fion which that A61 introduced into the

Government of the Province ; they have been expofed to

the pernicious FfFcds of uncertain and undefined Laws and
to the arbitrary Judgments of Courts, guided by no fixed

principles or certain Rules ; and they have feen their pro»

perty In Conlcquence thereof, diflipated without a pofiibility

of helping themielvcs. It was thcfe Evils which induced

them to pray this Honourable Houfe, tliat the Aft, intituled,

" An Aft for making more efFeftu d provifion for the Go-
" vernment of the province of Quebec," might be repealed

in toto. But, Sir, the Bill now berore this Honourable Houfe
in the firtt enafting Claufe, propofes to repeal only that Claur<:

of the Qu:^t)ec Aft, which gives power to the Governor
and Council to make and enaft Laws and Ordinances. Sir,

that Aft has occafioned fo much Trouble in the Province,

that it has bee ,me extremely obnoxious to that part of the

Inhabitants who, from Education, are able to look up to the

Source of the Evil, and to comprehend from what caufe the

confufion has proceeded. They have confidercd the Aft as

the Origin of all their trouble j and they flattered themfelves,

that in confequence of their earneft Solicitations it would b«

entirely repealed, fo as not to leave any part of an Object

which had given them fo much uneafinefs expofed to their

Vi^. Sir,


