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>vholefome !aws to protcd them ? Are you to build

no houfes, bccaufe defperate men may pull them

down upon their own heads ? Or, if a malignant

wretch will cut his own throat, becaufe he fees you

give alms to tlie ncccffitous and deferving ; fhall his

dcftruftion be attributed to your charity, and not

to his own deplorable madnefs ? If we repent of

our good aftions, what, I pray you, is left for our

faults and follies ? It is not the beneficence of the

laws, it is the unnatural temper which beneficence

can fret and four, that is to be lamented. It is

this temper which, by all rational means, ought to

be fweetened and correded. If froward men
ihould refuf-; this cure, can they vitiate any

thing but themfelves ? Does evil fo reaft upon

good, as not only to retard its motion, but to

change its nature ? If it can fo operate, then good

men will always be in the power of the bad -, and

virtue, by a d.eadful reverfe of order, muft lie un-

der perpetual fubjedion and bondage to vice. ••-'

As to the opinion of the people, which fomc

think, in fuch cafes, is to be implicitly obeyed

;

near two yeirs tranquillity, which followed the

ad, and its inftant imitation in Ireland, proved

abundantly, that the late horrible fpirit was, in a

great meafure, the effeft of infidious art, and per-

verfe induftry, and grofs miffeprefenration. But

fuppofe that the diflike had been much more delibe-

rate, and much more general than I am perfuaded

it was—When we know, that the opinions of even

the greateft multitudes, are the ftandard ofreditude,

I Ihall think myfelf obliged to make thofe opinions

the


