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which muft attend our perfcverancc in th war

againji America does not come within the compafs

of my intention ; and would add no other force to

the argument, than by proving our (late to be def-

perate, if we proceed as we have done—the ne-

ccjfity and not the juftice of peace would bind you

to the acceptance of it.

Under a deep imprelTion of the deftrudive efl^c^ls

of civil conteft with America, your attention will

be called towards a fub)ed, in fome of its circum-

ftances bearing fo near a refemblance to the ori-

ginal caufes of dilpute between Grcrat Britain and

the Colonies, that it will be unpardonable if you

do not colleft fome uieful hints from what has

palled, which, when ferioully confidered, may de-

cide upon the cafe now before you.

You are called upon by the Iriih nation to give

them a free trade—You are informed of this de-

mand by the unanimous vote of the Houfe of

Commons in Ireland, the rcprefentatives of that

people, who declare, that nothing Ihort of a free

trade will enable them to live as a free people, or

to fupport their proper rank and place amongft

the component parts of the Britilh Empire.

It were to be wilhed, that previous to this pro-

per and conftitutional reprefentation, fpeculative

politiipians had not ftepped in to anticipate not

only the claim of thefe our fellow fubjedts, but

very largely and forcibly to infift upon their right

to it, without any reprefentation or any claim.

Arguments drawn from fpeculation fervc very

often to illuftrate fubje<5ls in their nature far re-

moved from the public or general notice of man-
kind. Speculation ailids the invedigation of prin(»

ciples, religious, moral, and political : but when
ipeculation and abilra^ reafoning are applied to
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