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When madd'ning princes flung the fceptrc downy

And rul'd their fubjed^s with a rod of iron ; .

Their laws, their liberties, and lives the' prey

Ot'fierce tyrannic power : the mufcs fled, io<>

And fciencc trcmbrd for her facred lore*

As when the impious Saracen o'erwhclnVd

Her pillar'd domes with facrilcglous fire

;

Commerce forfook th' inhofpitable (horcs,

And all fupporting induftry, forgot, 105

Lay buried deep amidft the general wreck*

Cruelty and want, and famine's difmal train.

Took place : then hellifh perfccution roa?'d.

With wrath fatannic, blafphcmous, accursM,

The foe of G o d and man : the fury rode 1 1 o

Impatient for dcftruclion ; when flie frowned

Death followM fall; her glaring eyes, which blazM

Like comets, rain'd infernal poifon down,

Engend'ring cruelty and thirA of bloodv

Before her chariot, wild for ruin, ruih'd 115

Grim death, and merc'lefs hate, and Stygian fiends,

A horrid band, with blazing torches arm'd. ;;

Behind her jarring wheels, deep dy'd in Wood,
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