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With this honcft Intention, he cndcavoura

to confute the Principles of that Treatife by-

Arguments drawn from Experience, and

therefore is extremely careful to quote only

fuch Authorities as arc univerfally allowed.

He had accefs to all the Offices of the Fi-

nances, he hinifelf being a Commlffioner

in one of them 5 and, by that Means, had an

Opportunity of verifying whatever relates

to the publick Revenue. When he had

finilhed his Book, he prefented it in Ma-

nufcript to the Cardinal for his Approba-

tion, and Leave to print it, which was granted

him. This I think fuffi.cient to eftablifh the

Credit of the Book in oppofition to thofe

who magnify L the Revenues beyond all

bounds of Probability. For is it to be ima-

gined, that a CommtJJioner of the Finances

would write, or the Minifter TufFer to be

publifhcd, a Book which made /V^»r^ ap-

pear to be either weaker or poorer than fhe

really is ? Is not the Minifter efteem'd wife,

and is not the Author a Frenchman ? Why
iiiuft he be fuppofed then to run againfl: the

natural Biafs of 2i\\:,Frenchmen, fo noto-

rious y pavtial in every thing that affedts the
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