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554 y///; BATTLE OF THE SAND-BELT.

set it all aflash. Yes, it was a fine sight; I hadn't ever seen anything

to beat it.

At last we could make out details. All the front ranks, no telling

how many acres deep, were horsemen— plumed knights in armor.

Suddenly we heard the blare of trumpets; the slow walk burst into a

gallop, and then—well, it was wonderful to see! Down swept that

vast horse-shoe wave—it approached the sand-belt—my breath stood

still; nearer, nearer—the strip of green turf beyond the yellow belt

grew narrow—narrower still—became a mere ribbon in front of the

horses—then disappeared under their hoofs. Great Scott! Why, the

whole front of ih ,t host shot into the sky with a thunder-crash, and

became a whirling tempest of rags and fragments; and along the

ground lay a thick wall of smoke that hid what was left of the multitude

from our sight.

Time for the second step in the plan of campaign! I touched a

button, and shook the bones of England loose from her spine!

In that explosion all our noble civilization-factories went up in

the air and disappeared from the earth. It was a pity, but it was

necessary. Wc could not afford to let the enemy turn our own weap-

ons against us.

Now ensued one of the dullest quarter-hours I had ever endured.

We waited in a silent solitude enclosed by our circles of wire, and by

a circle of heavy smoke outside of these. We couldn't see ovci the

wall of smoke, and we couldn't see through it. But at last it began to

shred away lazily, and by the end of another quarter-hour the land was

clear and our curiosity was enabled to satisfy itself No living creature

was in sight! We now perceived that additions had been made to our

dcftmces. The dynamite had dug a ditch more than a hundnd feet

wide, all around us, and cast up an embankment some twenty-five feet

high on both borders of it. .As to destruction of life, it was amazing.

Moreover, it was beyond estimate, Of course we could not count the


