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wind almost perpetually prevails in the southern part of the

Pacific Ocean, and this current of air being interrupted by
the enormously high range of the Andes, and by the moun-
tains on Terra delFucgo, which together bar up the whole

country as far south as Cape Horn, a part only of the wind
can force its way over the top of these prodigious precipices,

while the rest must naturally follow the direction ot the coast,

and must range down the land to the southward, and sweep

with an impetuous and irregular blast round Cape Horn,
and the southermost part of Terra del Fuego. Without
placing too much reliance on these speculations, we may
assume, I believe, as incontestable facts, that both the ra-

pidity of the currents, and the violence of the western gales,

are less sensible in lat. Gl° or 62o S. than nearer the coasts

of Terra del Fuego.

i Though satisfied, both from our own experience and the

relations of other navigators, of the importance of the pre-

cept here insisted on, of proceeding to fat. 61** or 62° S. be-

fore any endeavours are made to stand to the westwards,

yet I would also advise all ships hereafter not to trust so far

to this management as to neglect another most essential

maxim : Which is, to make this passage in the heig?t of the

antnretic tummer, or, in other words, in the months of De-
cember and January, which correspond exactly to the months

ofJane and July in our northern or arctic hemisphere : and

the more distant the time of passing may be from this sea-

ion, so much the more disastrous the passage may reason-

ably be expected to prove. Indeed, if the mere violence of

^e western winds be considered, the time of our passage,

'which wai about the antarctic autumnal equinox, was per-

' liaps the most favourable period of the whole year. But then

ft must be considered that there are, independent of the

winds, many other inconveniences to be apprehended >n the

depth of winter, which are almost insuperable. For, at that

season, the severity ofthe cold, and the shortness of the days,

would render it impracticable to run so far to the southward

as is here recommended. The same reasons would also great-

ly augment the danger and alarm of sailing, at that treason,

in the neighbourhood of an unknown shore, dreadful in its

appearance, even in the midst of summer, and would render

a winter navigation on this coast, beyond all others, roost

diamaying and terrible. As I would, ther^re, advise ail

ihips to make their passage, if possible, in December and

V ., January
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