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out with the greatest exactness instructions of this character.

The seals are driven in droves from the shore to the killing-

place, and as the work is done under the eyes of inspectors rep-

resenting the government and the company, it is certain that no

animals are slaughtered in violation of the restrictions it has been

deemed proper to impose. From present indications it would not

be surprising if the catch this year fell short even of the reduced

number allowed by the government.

As confirming the wisdom of the United States in its course

toward these islands, in endeavoring to maintain their commercial

function as a source of supply of their special product, it is

worthy of note tha^ the seal islands on the Asiatic coast, which

afford furs of an inferior quality and in considerably smaller

quantities, are rigorously protected by the Russian government.

These islands, though only a few hundred miles from the Pribylov

group, are seldom approached by British or American vessels.

TVe Russians make short work, by confiscation and punishment, of

vessjls found poaching in that quarter. They have even fired into

foreign vessels, without eliciting complaint from the governments

whose flags were thus assailed.

It is not the purpose of this article to trench in any measure

upon points of international law which belong to the diplo-

matic discussion of this question. But there are considerations

of an international character which cannot be overlooked in view-

ing the subject from a commercial stand-point. It is a specially

pertinent fact that Great Britain has an interest in the mainte-

nance of the Bering Sea fisheries which is shared by no other

country. Nearly nine-tenths of the fur seal skins taken every

year go directly to London to be dressed, at least ten thousand

people being engaged in that city in the work of preparing the

skins for the market. Here is an English industry which depends

for its continued existence, at its present proportions at least, on

the success of the policy (i preserving the Bering Sea fisheries from

the fatal inroads of poachers. As a fur-wearing people, the

English have as deep a concern as we have in the preservation ol

the fisheries; and, indeed. Great Britain could profitably afford to

pay some one to take care of the herd Avhich has excited the cu-

pidity of its unscrupulous enemies, rather than have the herd de-

stroyed, or be instrumental in aiding those whose operations, if

continued, must end in its destruction. And, looking at this
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