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When the Bill readied the Senate it ^Yas referred to a

Committee. It remained imder discussion twelve days.

Meanwhile the people thronghout the country were excited

by conflicting emoiions. The opponents of the Govern-

ment, the Federalists, were decidedly against war. A me-

morial against it w^ent from the Legislature of Massachu-

setts, and another from the merchants of New York, led

by John Jacob Astor, recommending restrictive measures

rather than war. War meetings were held in various places,

and iinally, on the 17th of Juno—the anniversary of the

battle of Bunker Hill—the Bill, with some amendments,

was passed by a vote of 19 against 13; and on the after-

noon of that day, the signature of the President was at-

tached, and it became law. Bv a remarkable coincidence

the revocation of the obnoxious Order in Council, so bitter-

ly resented by the States, was announced by His Majesty's

Ministers to the House of Commons on the very day the

Senate passed the Bill declaring war against Great Britain

and her dependencies. When this news reached this side

the Atlantic, hopes of peace revived ; but they w^ere doom-

ed to be extinguished ; for political expediency appeared

to the American Government to iioint to w\ir with Great

Britain as a necessity : and accordingly war was declared,

ostensibly to establish the principle that the flag covers the

merchandise, and that the right of search for seamen on

neutrals is inadmissable ; but really to wrest from Great

Britain the Canadas, and, in conjunction with Napoleon, to

extinguish her Colonial Empire. It is alleged that the

Americans counted upon the sympathy, if not the support,

of the French population in the coming struggle ; but in

this they were mistaken, Kepublican sentiments were re-

pugnant to the Canadians. An extract from a sermon

p-T; 'hed a short time previous to the war of 1812, by the cMr6

':' ' vibec, Messirc Plessis (afterv/ards Bishop) on receiving

'.1. i J- rrs of one of Nelson's naval victories over the French,

almudtuitl}' testifies to the prevailing feeling in Canada on


