
COMBAIINO TIIK A\ ALANCMI- ,;'».•;

(s<Mli(s. liiit a rmniil lnjiulrcd \\i\\\ to tli'ir

(lixirii.

Nil iilliir ^ata^l^ iplii' from --nnw ciiil

i'({iial lliat III the AiiK riraii I. real Ndttlu I'll

Itailidacl. ll^ suilliHss and iiiaLHiltiidc

v|ayj,'(i'cd ( Aciyiiiii . A fcirtnijilit ilapscd

licldiT the lims \\(ic (i|)(iu(l to |iiriuit

tiaiiiN to a]i|iroac-h tin poiid, altliou).'li

iisciic paitiis t(.il((l o\(r tlif siio\\-f.'arli( 'i

Hanks ni tlic ilToit to cNtiud succour.

Anions tin tirsl to r( acli tin' fatal spot

will' Mr. .lanirs .1. Hill, the cliannian of

till rail\va\-. Ills son. tlir pn side lit. and

Mr. irn^<,land. the elm f ciiijiiK ( r of the

s\stein. Will 11 they arriVdl the resiaic

forces Were llili^lint; tllloll;.'ll the ice. rock.

,ind till trunks. striviiiL' to reach the

ni.iiiuled pass, iiLii rs HI the spjintircd and

piiherisiil coaches.

The ollieials tiaiiiped the track for niih s

and scoured the iiiountaiii sides alioNC

\Vliati\'er the cost tin- track luust he

piotictid ai;ainst a repetition ol this

disaster. If it ineaus niilhons it must he

done." de.-laiid the chainnan emphatically'.

" Start at oni-c '.

The chief clliiineer com|i|eted llis recoil

naissalicc. and then returned cast, pn -

pariiii.'. diirini; his iourney.
Krro-Concrete

|,,^ d.si,-ns h,r snow-sheds
ShcU.s.

which would difv the ava-

lanche. In order to secure iinprctxuahility

diirini.' the eiisuiiiLr wiuti r. delays win'

danijcrous. so liv the time the chief had

n ^.Milled his olhcc he had matured his plans,

and was read\' to put the constructional

forces to work.

He decided to introduce a new ty|)c of

snow-slicd. Over half a mile of line, in a

continuous leii^'th. dciuaiidcd protection,

and tiniher was out of the ipicstion owiu^'

to the (ire daiiL'ei. .Vs an altirnatn i- the

eiiLiiiiccr decided to adopt fi rio-concretc.

The rescuers had haiiK' dii;; down to

the wricked tram liefore larac L'aiies of

men appeared upon the track aliove. com-

mencing operations |',,r the erection of tlii-

liu^e structure which uas to tlU'h)s(' the

50

doiilile t'aek .11 a e -rite tunnel. .\

matter of :i.;i(i(l feel of line was to he Inated

in this manner. .Ml trallic was (liv(rt<(l

over side traiks. so as to permit the work-

men to continue their labours in ^uincs. da\'

and iiicht, without interruption.

A somewhat straiijjc spectacle was pre-

scnti d w In n 1 visilid the spot. The sh epy

mountain town of \Velline|oii- little niori-

than a hamlet was ali\e and linstlniL'.

The railwav hiiildi rs win- scttmi.' the iron

frames forimni.' the niitallic skeleton, tin'

mixers were toiling incessantly jircparmLj

the ifravel :iiid cement, and the loncrete

as rapidK- as it was mixed was dumped

into the moulds, so that the structure was

assummi: its form with ama/.ini.' speed.

Down in the \allev, \\here a few dirty

patehis of siiou still liliLli led, were fiai.'-

meiits and splinters of the tram which

had lieen hurled to dcstnietion, while

the niountain side was seaired with a

wide swathe showini; where the a\"alancli<'

had mo Well its w.iy.

( )n the mountain side of the trai'k the

rock and loc'se 'arth wire removed to

permit of the (lection of a

iiUL;e monolithic hank of
How the Sheds
were EJuilt.

ecmi lit, arniounil and re-

inforced with steel rods. (In the opposite

side, from concrete pedestals sunk into the

i:rouiid, rose nils of the same metal, a rod

from each corner, and laced toi.u'thcr about

)_• inches apart. These were encased in

wooden hoM's into which the concrete was

dumped and rammed tifihtly down, so as

to form a homofrcncous jiost of steel.

cciiK nt and i;r.avel. The tops of the posts

wen- connected and interlaced with tin

steelwork formintj the roof, which on the

mountain side was aiichon d to the niassuc

concrete wall. The latter is sonic .")() feet

m thicknesN. and, hi ui^r attached to the

rock, forms practicillv part and parcil of

the mountain. The roof of concrete, 10

mclies 111 tliiekiuss. and slopiiiir towards

the caiiNou at one h'ot in five, is 'JL' feet

above the rail level anil eovei> both tracks.


