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FURTHER RAILWAY AID

The Manitoba government is going
in for wid to railways on a large scale
this session. In the legislature on
Wednesday a resolution was Intro-
duced to grant aid to the Northern
Pucific, to the extemt of $1,750 per
mile, for n line from the Morris-Bran-
Jdon braneh, near Belmont, westerly
to the C. P. R, ut or neart Hartuey.
Also a further payment of the gross
sum of $20,000 for speciad aid in cross-
ing Lang’s Valley, and by excempting
snid railway company, its property
and franchises from taxation for a
period not exceeding twenty years.

BONUSING

Tie Manitoba legislature has again,
and wisely The Commercial Dbelieves
pronounced agaiust the principle of
btonusing. A bHl thaviag a clauso
which provided for the repeal of the
act preventing municipalities {o grant
Lbonusess for flour mills, was tecently
defeated in the legislature. An act
previously passed prevented munjci-
palities from granting Lonuscs. Ex-
ception was made, however, in the case
of flour mills, Last session the pro-
hibition was applied to flour mils
alto, and this act has again been up-
Jield. While therc may be exceptional
circumstances under which it would
bo safe to grant & bonus., the thing
has generally proved an evil, and the
closo restriction of ULonusing is no
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doubt In the luterest of the communs
ity at large.

WINNICEG INDUS-
TRIAL

1t Is very doubtful if the executive
of the Winnipeg Industrinl Exhibitlon
assoclation have mads o wise move
in asking for an amendment to thetr
charter to providet for the election of
a hoard of directors for terms rauging
from ome to three years, Instead of
having  the full board elceted annual-
ly. 1In the oplinion of The Commercinl
the effect of this changenstend of
having the full board of dire tors el-
ected nnnuaily, would be to lersen pub-
le¢ interest In the association. Such
u result would be deplorable. A -loss
of public interest would probably lead
to a loss of confidence, to some extent
at least, in' the management of the
assoclation. The annual meeting for
the olection of directors is the omly
link between the stockholders and
the board of managoment. BExtend
the term of office of the directors to
three years, and this I'nk is practical-
Iy wiped out. Certamly it would seem
that such an himportant change shonld
not have been asked for until at least
the matter hpd becm discussed at a
general meeting of the association,

The opposition which has also de-
veloped to the system of proxy voting
scems to ve founded on good reason.
It is admitteq that tho rule has been
abused In the past, and it may occur
again. The plan suggested of provid-
ing out of town members with a
membership . list, from  which they
could make thelr own selection for the
divectorate, seems worthy of consid-
eration.

THE

THE OATMEAL DUTY

The statement has been made ip
opposition to changes requested in the
oatmeal duty, that the present con-
ditions in AManitoba are exceptional
an\d will not occur again. This Is not
a, fair view to take of the matter.
The ©eame conditions which prevail
this season have prevailod in  some
past seasons, though perhaps not in
as acute & form as this season. It
fis also quite probable that these
conditions will prevail at intervals
in future years. This dituation is
owing to the fact that Manitoba
farmers do not make ouats an import-
ant erop. The majority of our farm-
ers give their attention mainly to
wheat; amd they only put in about
enough oats to meet their own re-
quirements for consumption on the
farm. ‘The consequence of this s,
that In years like last season, when
tlie oat crop s light, the supply is
not sufficient for home requiremeuts.
When this local shortage of oats oc-
curs ag it has done in several past
years, the local price is advanced far
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above the value at markets east and
south, With the duty on onts and
oatmeal arranged as at present., the
Manitobn oatmeal mills will be foreext
to close down, as they have
been thils season, every time this situ-
ation recurs, The duty as at present
arratged disciiminates agalpst  the
importation of oats and i favor of
bringling in the manufactured product.
Conseyuently, instend of bringlog in
oaty to keep our mills running when
there is a local scareity of this greain,
tlie manufactured produet Is brought,
in and the bomo industry is crushed
oul. This i¢ a situation which can-
not be defended elther from n, free
trage or protectionist  standpoint.
Nothliyr but an error or an oversight
could have ica to the present tacisf
arrangemend governing oats and oat-
mcal, and it certainly seems most sur-
prising that the government iias re-
fused to remedy such an unjust ancd
unreasonable tariff enactment after
the absurdity of tho present tariff in
this matter has been pointed out.

If oants were allowed to come in freo
for milling purposes, it would not af-
fect the price reeeived by the few
farmers who have oats to sell In a
secason hike the present. The home
demand for oats lhas not been in-
creased any by the teriff discrimina-
tion, for the mills have been closed,
while the equivalent juantity of oats
hag been imported {u the form of weanl.
It would certainly be better to haye
the situation reverscd, and have the
oats brought in instead of thoe meal,
and thereby keep an hmportant local
industry running. )

A HANDSOME AD.

NMr. F. W. Thompson, manager of the
Ogilvic Milling Co., Winnipeg, hag had
a very handsome painting made of his
owl design, which will make an ad-
miradle print for advertising purposcs.
The central feature of the design is
& queenly figure representing Canada,
holding & British flag by one hand,
while the other hand reste upon the
head of a eplendid specimen of the

British lion. Several packages of
Ogilvie's flour appear in the fore-
ground. The inscription “What we

have we'll uso,” Is a taking feature of
the picture, bearing, as it does, o re-
semblance o Chamberlain’s famous
words: “Whag we have we'll hold,”
which latter saying has glso been il-
Jlustrated in o striking manner. 6
is the intention of the Ogilvie com-
pany to haye o print made from this
painting, for distripution in Great
Britain.  The worgds “Best in tho Brit-
ish Ewmpire,’: appear at tho bottom of
the plcture. .

Mr. McRae, representing the D. Me-
Call Co., reports a good business sinco
opening their Winnipeg branch.

Tihe Maunitoba Northwest Land come

puny has been amalgamated with
th: Canadian Landed and National
Investment company. . .



