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Xo one who lias watchied the trcnd of a1fairs bathi ini Canada
and in aur ownl province can bc ignorant of the fact that in
reetrit years the ideas of publie ownership and public and pro-
viticial control, as expressed ln lcgislatioîî, have modificd aur
conception of vested righits and created mnany difficuit situations.
'«e have seen iiu this province two distinct vicws enunciated with
regard te comipetition by tl'e publie with private enterprise.
The Connmee Act illustrafes eue phase of the subject in whicli
municipal enterprise was preverited froin operating until it had
boughit out ifs prhraýe rival. The Hlydro-Electrie legisiation
exemplifies the contrary idea, that goverumiental, or municipal
conîpetition assisted by the Government, should freely enter into
the domain of private mnonopoly without making compensation
for loss of profit or being obliged to exprepriate. Competition
is the soul of frade, , nd it is univcral ccpo sth eii
mate right of private individuaIs. But puleh ar as net
yet settled dou~n into a practice whichi is v'elpomned by everyone.

It must be evident that capital in its relations f0 the work-
iug classes; lu' its relation te ai inuniplalitv and iru its relation
to a gevernmeut ii cither rccogizing or having foreed upon if
the realization that the old.fashioued iimînuinity froin direct
obligations and fromi competition hris passed aw'ay. Thi,ý is to
be secti iii the progressive steps under which the Workmcn ei's Con -
pezigation for Injuries Acf has finally in England put flhc em'-
ployer in the position of an insurer of his workînen. That sitim-
tien bas net arrived yct lu this pro-ince, but if lias becu reconi-
mended by the Commission appointed by the New York 4ei-
lattire and aise by the Commission desigiiated by the Goverument

f-o fManit ha, and it is likçelyv to be dealt with by the Commission
to lie neniinatpoi 1w the Ontario Government. 'Plie two Commnis-
sions nvuich linve rpported have endcavouired te dIo ;iway with the
question of eontributory negligence and to provide for direct
liability in case cf death and femporary disablemenf.

Opinions have differed as te the advisability of competition
by a municipality or government with an existiug iiudustry or
franchise, and inany have advocated regulation instead of opposi-
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