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ment by stopping payment of the cheque, it does flot follow from
that decision that the drawer of a cheque by stopping its payment
can relieve himseif from ail liability thereon as against ail persons.

The contention of the plaintiff ini Eliit v. Crutcl/ey was that
hie %vas entitied to recover on the cheque, because, if the payment
had been made in cash instead of by cheque, hie wouid have been
entitied, according to the decision of the Divisionai Court in
b'Iakely v. Mul/er (1903) 88 L.T. go, to have retained the money,
and therefore he contended hie was entitled ta reccover on the
cheque, though hie could not succced an the contract ini respect of
which the cheque wvas given. The answer to that, howvever, would
seem ta be that the cheque was flot a payaient, but a cantract ta
pay, tha, the stoppage of its payment by the drawers enabled them
to set up that the consideration had failed by reason of the cantract
in respect of which it wvas given having becomne abortive. It is,
hovever, somewhat difficuit ta recancile that position wvith B/akely
v. Nu//er which decides that the fact that the further performance
of a contract becomes impossible fromi no default of either contract-
ing part>', does flot render the contract void ah initia, but bath
parties are excused from further performance so that neither can
recover from the other in respect of anything done in the partial
performance af the contract. Cati it be said that there was a total
failure of cansideration ? -erhaps on the ather hand it is an
instance of a hard case makin- bad law.

TWVO G/iEA T /UDGES. .!
The eminent Britishi historiaiî and publicist, NIr. Jamies Bryce,

lias given us * interesting sketches of the lives of sonie distinguishied 2:ý
men of the last hialf of the centurv juist closed. Ilis account of
the career of Sir George Jessel, Mlaster of the Rails, and of Lord
Chancellor Cairns will be of special interest ta our r'raders.

O)f Sir George Jessel \vho %vats bora i i 1824 and died ini 1883,
hie says:-

"Jessel xvas aniy one ai-ngn niany instances Englan(l lias
lately seeni of meni of Je\\ishi origin climibing ta the highest
distinction. But lie wvas the first instance of a je\i', wxho, continuing
to adhere ta the creed af his forefathers, received a vcry high
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