
6 On the Iodine Teit for Semen.

obtained may not always b« perfeoUy nniform. This tendency to deTiation

would, however, be more likely to cauie human lemen to be confounded with

that of animali, than the reverie. Personally, my experience doea not entitle

me to ezpreit an opinion aa to the extent to which detached heada and taila of

apermatozoa ahould be allowed to oonatitute evidence of aemen, but I think it

will be a long time before anything leaa than the entire apermatoioon will be

accepted aa legal tender by either judgea or juriea.

I think it can be said with confidence that the iodine reaction of aemen, aa

described by Florence, ia a decided atep in advance, and that in it we have a

new and very promiaing preliminary and confirmatory teat for normal aemen,

and one which givea relatively good reaulta in the caae of ataina which from

a prolonged drying, react with diflSculty to the microscopic teat.

The aourcee of fallacy which attend the iodine teat are, however, aa yet

practically unknown.

To determine what inference may be drawn from the absence of thia reac-

tion in a auspected atain, we need much fuller information and experimenta on

the effects of external conditions, etc., upon subatancea known to be atained by

semen ; we also need information aa to the extent to which pathological con*

ditiona may exert a modifying influence, how the age limit affecta the reaction,

and on many other pointa.

Before we can aaaign accurately the aignificance of a poaitive reault, we re-

quire much further testing and corroboration regarding the behavior of the re-

agent with substances other than semen, and also with the semen of animals.

After making all due allowance for thia we must rejoice at the success of

M. Florence in discovering a crystalline reaction for semen. As a rule, a

good crystalline is better than a color reaction and we may expect that fur-

ther researches in this direction will lead to the discovery of new and valuable

micro-chemical tests.


