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Water Power.—The water power of this country is une-
qualled, and, is found distributed through every section. That
at the fulls of the Willamette cannot be sur|)assed in the

world. Any quantity of machinery can be put into motion
there ; but the good water power is not confined to the Willa-

mette falls ; for in many places on the Columbia, the Willa-

mette, and the other rivers, there are mill sites as good,

though none of them are quite so large. These advantages

for converting the timber \A'hich surrounds them, into a mar-
ketable commodity of great value in the neighbouring ocean,

will ere long be appreciated to a far greater extent by even

this region, than at present.

Mountains.—We have the most beautiful scenery of North
America—we lie upon the largest ocean, we have the purest

and most beautiful streams, the loftiest and most majestic

trees, and the most stupendous mountains of the continent.

The latter, as I have had occasion to mention before, are di-

vided into three great ranges, but as the description of the

features of the lower region is at present my especial object.

I will pass over the Rocky mountains and the Blue, and con-

fine myself to the President's range which forms the eastern

wall of our valley. The several peaks of this range are grand

and imposing objects. From Vancouver you have a full and

fair view of Mount Hood, to the south, which is called by

some the tallest peak of the Cascades, and rises more than

sixteen thousand feet above the level ofthe sea, and ten thou-

sand above the mountains immediately around it. This lofty

pile rises by itself in a regular an«l perfect cone, and is co-

vered with perpetual snow. It is the only peak you can see

from Vancouver, as the view in other directions is obscured

by tall fir timber. At the mouth of the Willamette, as you

enter the Columbia, you hcve a full view of ]\iouiit St. Helens

or Mount Washington, and also of Mount Hood. From
Linntan you have a verj'^ fair view of the former mountain,

which is almost fifty miles distant from this ])oint, though it

looks as if it were almost within reach. This peak is very

smooth and perfectly conical in its form. It is nearly as tall

as Mount Hood, and is the most beautiful of the range. It

lies immediately on a line with the mouth of the Columbia,

and is a land-mark visible several miles at sea and useful in

directing vessels to its harbor. Like Mount Hood, it stands

alone in its solitary grandeur far above ail surrounding ob-


