
8 A StTBALTlSir's FVILOVOH.

one of the handsomest buildings of the kind in the States,

but its bar*rooni is one of the dirtiest.

There are many factories and mills in and about Itha*

ca, on the small streams which pour their waters into

the lake. A rivulet within a mile of the town forms two

of the prettiest Falls imaginable. The lower one, about

80 feet in height^ falling over a series of small rocky

ledges, appears like so many flakes of snow upon the

dark masses of stone ; and, where the sun strikes upon

the foam, it glitters like the sparkling frost on a Decern*

ber's mom, after the preceding day's thaw. The other

Full, 200 yards higher up the hill, exhibits more water

;

but the fall is not quite so high, nearly onc>third of the

stream being diverted through a tunnel 90 yards long in

the solid rock, above the lower Fall, for the purpose of

turning several milUwheels ; and in course of time the

latter cataract will be reduced to a few gallons per

minute, like the Passaic at Patterson. In our land of

small rivers, the cascade formed by the quantity of water

conveyed to the mills would be considered ofsome maff«

nitude, and an object of no small interest. These Falls

certainly vie with those at Trenton in point of beauty,

though so very dissimilar in their formation ; the latter

are almost subterraneous, w^ile the former rush over the

brow of a hill, between large impending crags, crowned
with thick dark foliage, with scarcely a passage worn
dowp the rocky lodge ibr their foammg waters. Like

Trenton, too, they have acquired a melancholy interest

from similar causes ; a highly accomplished young lady

being drowned at each place within these few vears,

when visiting the Falls m company with their friends

and relatives.

Not wishing to return up Cayuga Lake, and in fact

havin{^ made a point of never returnmg by the same road

when It could be avoided, we hired a carriage with two

excellent horses, and at a quarter to throe in the after-

noon, on the 0th of August, departed from Ithaca, as*

cending a steep and long hill for two or three miles.

While enjoying a most extensive and charming prosf)ect

firom the summit, we encountered one of the heaviest

stomu of wind and rain I aver experienced. After atrug*


